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"T ara seized with an intense, a vivid sense nf the presenee of God. I see 
IIis immensity and my own nothingness, and I know hot where to bide 
mysel f."LovsE LATEAU. 



A 

TIIE lf()ME ()F L()UISE LATEAU. 

ItEVI,ED FROI TIIE 'AvE IARIA.'" 

l',v FI¢AN('ES 1. II()WE. 

Sapiate che l'eercilio (le] patire é (osa tanto pregiata e nobile che il 
Verbo. trovandosi ue] Seno dcll 8Il0 eterno Padre abondantissime dl 
richezze e delitie di Paradiso, perche non era ornato de]la Sto]a del patire, 
renne in terra per queato ornamen|o, e (lUC.|o era Dio e non si potea iu- 
gannare.--Nt..llary .llag«lalet qf P(tzzi. 
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ITIODUCTIO. 

A LONG rime has elapsed sinee our visit fo Bois 
d'Haine, and its evenfs have lost fhat freshness 
whieh gives a portion of the eharln of novelty fo a 
narrative whose fitets are of reeênt oeeurrenee; nex-er 
theless the delay in bringing if belote fhe publie has 
hot been without profitable resulfs. Five yêars sojourn 
amid seenes of a Çatholieism, a Christianity, whose 
vigorous vitality passes fhe undersfanding of fhe mere 
fourist,, whieh, in order fo appreelate, onê :lnUSt dwell 
amidst, had ltnfitted us more than we knew fi»r eom- 
prehending flle effeet whieh wottld be produeed on fhe 
Catholies of fhe New Worhl by hearing the wonderful 
lire of Louise Lateau, the Sfiglnafiea of Bois d'IIaine. 
During fhe past fhree years ample opportmities have 
arisen before us of diseovering the different shades of 
feeling aroused in the hearts and :minds of Ameriean 
Caf.holies by a deseription of that, whieh may be wit- 
nessed a Bois d'Itaine, and the endeavor of the sue- 
eeeding pages will be to explain those features of the 
ease, whieh perplex he Catholies of this country. 
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This little work tddresses itself solely fo Catholics, 
therefore :trguments are selected presupposing that the 
retder tcknowledges that in the Cttholic Church fione 
is found the truc interpretttion of Scripture. However, 
others are welcome fo peruse if and gain wlmtever ideas 
they ean therefrom. In generd terres, if may be stated 
that those ignorant of our fifith obttin tt, lest as nmch 
instruction from books intendcd to tetch us what we do 
believe, as they do from those which tre compiled espe- 
cially for theln, and which, too oflên, are fltll of ttll- 
attthorized denifis and unwtrr«tnted tdmissions. The 
ttim of this work is two-fold: fo explain file utility of 
Louise's sufferings, and to give a elear and concise idea 
of her condition. By dilating on/he doctrine of expia- 
tory suffering, the necêssity of her condition is shown, 
and the ahnost universal question concerning her 
which is hOt, "Does she really surfer ?'" but, "Why does she 
suflbr ?" is fltlly answêred. 
In order fo give a clêar and concise idea of the nlira- 
cles of her life, any detail tlmt does hOt bear directly on 
the subject is omitted. Of her previous life a few items 
only are selectedstriking onesthat will give  just 
impression of her rêal chartcter, and help fo remove the 
idea tiret contemplative vocttions tender their possessors 
careless of the woes of others, and useless fo their fellow- 
beings. Iç is hOt proposed to supplmt the other works 
on this subjeet, but merely fo hereby fornl an introduc- 
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tion fo «hem. If, af«er reading this, anyone should de- 
sire fuller dehfils, they can be found in the works of Dr. 
Lefebvre on Louise L«deau ; or, perhaps, in a form more 
pleasing to the general reader, in a charnfing work by 
Doctor hnbert-Gourbeyre, professor at the lnedical col- 
lege of Clermont-Ferrand, entitled "Les Stignmtisées." 
If if has no« been yet translated into English, i is a 
ma«ter of regret. All Louise's illnesses, previous fo the 
spring of 1868, lmve been mentioned iii the fi)llowing 
pages, to show what was her general physieal condition 
before the appearanee of the lniraele; but thê mass of 
medieal proof, and the de«ails of experilnênts with whieh 
the generality f works on Louise La«eau are filled, «tre 
olnitted iii this. They have been repeated suffieiently 
by other writers, and this does no« aspire fo be a hand- 
book of lnedieal seienee. 
In order to give as truc an idea as possible of Louise's 
eondition, her lifê has been still lnore eondensed, and 
presented to the reader in a forln similar to that of a 
ehronologieal table, and so arranged as to serve as au 
index. Af presen Louise's state of Stigmatization is 
eontinual, but if is diffieult to O)tain a trustworthy 
aeeount of the manner iii whieh thê ehange took place, 
or of the exact date of ifs oeeurrenee. Of this lnueh 
we are certain, tlmt sinee the vear 1876 she has been 
nlmblê fo leave lier room, and that the I[oly Colnmunion 
has sinee then been bronght to her daily, but we have 
A* 
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hot been able fo procure the precise dates of these events, 
so as fo place them in this index. The reports that used 
to reach America from rime fo time three years ago, that 
Louise Lateau was in a dying condition, arose from a 
misal)l)rehensiol of her state; it was difficult fo per- 
suadc the Amel'ican public tht her helplessness and 
snffering were thon confined fo Friday, and that was one 
imporfan phase of the mirac]e which ought fo be well 
understood. I[aving once explained fo the world that 
Louise was well and strong on six days out of scven, Dr. Le- 
febvre th«mght that, whilc telling the events ofeach Friday 
that he visited Bois d'I[aine, he would lmt be misunder- 
stood, even if he did hot repeat e«tch rime that the next 
day fouud her again in healfh. 
The conduct of Louise's fiunily is hot recounted in an 
idle spiri of gossip, bue principally fo show how very 
unjust if is fo suppose that they desire or in any way 
occasion Louise's sufferings. Perhaps if will be neces- 
s:ry fo explain fo some tha our own experiences are 
ruade so prominent for a serious object, and that partic- 
uhtrs concerning those who were admitted ai the saine 
time with ourselves are no inserted just fo take up 
space. We have striven fo make everything seem as real 
as possiblê. We have wished fo impress the reader wifl 
the fitct that persons, who, like himselt; can be fittigued 
md travel-worn, who are obliged fo eat, drink, and sleep, 
have entered Louise's cottage and have seen the evidences 
of her wonderful life. 
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Whenever in these p,tges the word ecstasy is found, it 
is used in ifs ordinary colloquial sense; tlntt is, as the 
nmne of a tnmce occasioncd by rcligious and supernatu- 
ral causes; af the saine tilne the ordinary reader should 
be infi»rmed, that, to use the word in ifs proper sense, 
requires a thorough knowledge of metaphysies. Four 
years ago Louise had hot yet arrired at truc eestasy; her 
state of mental withdrawing from her sm'romdings 
WaS, ill the language of the seho,ls, lm.rely sliritml 
slumber. 
The Catholic readcr need hot fear that the Scriptural 
quotrtions, which he finds applied in a ruminer new fo 
hiln, are suflbring a distortim of meaning, the result «f 
the writer's own inventive powers. Those applied as re- 
ferring fo Stiglnatization are capied from inscriptions 
frequently found in churches, chapels, and oratories 
dedicated fo St. Francis of Assisi. Such texts as are 
used fo prove the existence of the possibility of total 
abstinence fronl all food, and of tlle power of the ]Ioly 
Eucharist fo nourish, are tound thus applied in tlle 
authentic lires of sueh saints and holy persons as St. 
Catllerine of Sienna, Blessed Nicholas von der F]fie. 
Among other fitlse idcas prevalèn here concerning the 
nliracle of Bois d'IIaine there is one which calls if a 
superllatuntl exhibition, merely local in point of rime; 
that is, that Louise's condition is but a portion of the 
wonderful events of the present &ryher Stigmatization 



X 

INTRODUCTION. 

an unusual miracle, which, when the need of her expia- 
tory existence has passed away, will cease fo be, and 
those who hold tlais idea suppose that, when she dies, she 
will leave no successor on this throne of suffering. In- 
asmuch as there is always sin, and always will be as 
long as tilne endures, fle lmed of such «fs she is COll- 
tinmfl, besicles wc bave no rcas, m fo SUlTose that she is 
the last mortal dcstincd o j,,in thc choir of Sel'a]dfiln. 
Tiret shc is hot an is, datcd case, but tiret she belongs fo 
r dynasty unbroken since fl,e davs of St. Francis of 
Assisi, lnay be seen by referring o the carcfully pre- 
l»red ]ist of authentic cases of Stiglnatization in '" Les 
Stiglnatis5es,'" by Dr. hnbert-Gourbcvre. We lnay believe, 
if we wish--and how much bettcr we wouId offert be 
employed if we were frying fo discover what we lnight 
believe, instead of seeking fo find out what we need not 
believe--flmt thcre has been no inferl'egnum in flis 
dymtsfy of scraphic souls duriug all thc cighf¢en centu- 
ries of Chrisfianify ; il, af St. Fnmcis of Assisi was only 
chosen fo exhibit visibly fo the world tiret which had 
hiflerfo, perhaps, been invisible or hidden in fle cells 
of fhe Fathers of the Dcsert. 
The reson of thc crror, stated in the preceding para- 
graph, is apparent" we had borrowed some high sound- 
ing phrases rom hercsy, unong fleln, "" the age of lnira- 
cles ]ms passed aw;ry." We likcd this enence, i was 
dicult fo rc]inquish if, and whcn modern miracles were 
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fillllg iii ollr midst, we said the age of miracles has been 
renewed. 5lil'aeles have been multipled and redoubled 
in these flirtes, but they had never ceased; they were 
continuons in Italy, Spain, and Caflmlic Gerlnany, mira- 
cles both small and great; now and {hen an ins{an{an- 
eous one shilfing ou amid {he many gradual ones, bu 
what was that fo the world? Other nations talked 
vaguely of "corruptiols,'" "degl'ading SUl)el'stiti«ms," 
etc., etc. But af last, like a sirAaih of lnoving lava, the 
superlm{ural burst these barriers, and, slweading over 
the Christian world, obliged all Catholics fo remclnbcr 
that Christ had said, " I illl with you even unto the 
end," then we exclailn, lniracles have recolmneneed 
As well might one, who had led years of a Casper IIauscr 
existence, exclailn, on merging ri'oto his cellar-like dun- 
geon, the sun has recomlnenced o shine 
There is a certain class of Catholics who pride them- 
selves on théir incredulity with regard fo supcrlnttural 
events ; they {hink themselves quite superior fo those who 
are glad fo learn that there are visible links between 
mankind and heaven. Many of {lese Catholics dwell 
fitr renmved ri'oto the foultain-heads of out holy re- 
ligion, and they seldom have occasion fo think of the 
supernatural lires led by God's }mly ones, so they 
measure holiness by s{range standards. They love o 
hear of what the saints have done for their fellow mon, 
and they tare very little about the wonders which God 
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has workêd iii IIis saints; nay, if God has repaid the 
devotion of any one of his servants in an extraordinary 
nmmmr, the reward which has been bestowed inspires 
thcm withthere is no other word for it--a disgust for 
that saint. Such as Louise L,ttean they fling aside. In 
vain we show them that she has visited the siek and 
even buried the dead; she stole from her moments of 
lcism'e fo give rime t,, prayer and eontemlflation , and, as 
she really lovcd hcr neighbor for G,,d's s«tke, I[e deigned 
fo m,mifest IIis power iii ber, so, in their eyes, her lire 
was no longer active--no longer useful. If would be 
hard fo eonvinee these pcrsons that they are substituting 
1,hilanthropy fi»r the love of God, and that, however 
nlueh the working saints, as they love fo style their 
favorites, allcviated snffering purely for the love of God, 
thcir admiration of these saints springs h'onl an entirely 
diflk'rent motive, a COlnpound of selfishness and self-love. 
These are the Catholies who are ahvavs seeking fo 
learn what they need hot believe, who are always telling 
those outside of the Chureh that if is very possible fo be 
a good Catholie and hot believe this or that. If is -ery 
possible fo be a good priest or a good bishop, and fo be 
extremely eantious abont admitting the miraeulous 
nature of e'erv llnU81lal e'ent; in tiret, this caution is a 
part of the vocation of the elergy; if is their duty fo us 
to earehflly sift every partiele of evidenee before they 
place an event among probable fitets whieh we may be- 
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lieve if we wish. To be a good Catholic layman and to 
be perpetually doubting everything s«ve what we are 
strictly obliged fo believe, is a difficult taskone rarely 
accomplished. We will ahnost invariably final that the 
Catholic who labors strenuously fo believe nothing save 
the bare articles of fiith, finals great difficulty in accept- 
ing even these. We cannot deny, of course, that God is 
so good as hot to require from us acquiescence in any 
thing save these bare «rticles of fiith, but even if we do 
hot incur his anger by refusing our credence to miracu- 
lous events, we must hot imagine that out incredulity 
makes us better Catholics, advances us on thc road of 
perfection, or rentiers us nlore pleasing fo God. 
Without dwêlling on tlle incongruity of professing fo 
believe in the possibility of miracles, and afterwards 
doubting every miracle presented fo our notice, even 
when accompanied by an alllOliilt of evidence much more 
overwhehning than that by which we wouhl willingly see 
a fellow-being condenmed to prison or death, we ought to 
consider seriously within ourselves and ask a question 
similar to tllat propounded by Father Faber, in "Ail for 
Jesus," when he inquired for the ravages ruade by enthu- 
siasm among the English Catholics of his day. Where 
will we final the ravages marie among us American Cath- 
olics by too great credulity in matters appertaining to 
the Blessed Virgin and the saints? Just where Father 
Faber found the ravages marie by enthusiasm. 
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We can hardly find among oursclves that phase of the 
love of thc marvellous which St. Jane Frances sought fo 
cradicatc in hcr daughters. IIad these had the slightest 
doubts conccrning the rcality of the miracles which 
shc did hot permit fo bc rcad aloud in thc rcfcctory or 
thciï sl)iritual confcrcnces, we may be sure that she would 
have said, "in this I praisc you hOt." Very few of us 
]rave rcachcd that stage of picty whcre we need fo be 
provcd for meditating toc_) frc(lucntly on thc miraculous 
side of the lires of the saints. If is true, there is one 
style of the love of the marvellous among us, but that 
is fo bc conqucrcd by carcful explanations concerning 
miracles, and those who would wish fo see Louise Lateau 
from merc idle curiosity may learn, from the difficulties 
besctting out path, that Bois d'IIaine is hot a museum, 
but a ldlgrimage. Although hot as yct enriched by the 
special indulgences conceded fo shrines, all who visit if 
piously will receive the graces merited by those who 
meditate e,trnestly on the Passion of-our Lord. 



VISIT TO BOIS 

D'HAIIN E, 

THE HOME OF LOUISE LA TEAU. 

UItING the month of April, 1873, one 
of our party was received among the 
pupils of the Benedictines of the 
Blessed Sacrament in Paris, the object being 
the study and practice of the French language. 
Sep,rated by the cloister from all the teml»ta- 
tions and dangers of the world, the good reli- 
gieuses are enabled fo comprehend more clearly 
the condition of the Church militant, and they 
are thoroughly informed concerning the l»ro - 
gress of Christianity ; and kindred subjects are 
always the theme of their conversation af rimes 
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wlwn their rule does hot enjoin silence. While 
the young lady was with them, she ont day 
cntered a room at the close of an animated re- 
cital of events of a mira, culous nature, just 
gîven 1)y one of the lmpils to a llUll. 
'" Ties,'" sai,l the nun, as she lurned to 
ad, h'ess tlm new-corner, "you who visit Catholie 
eountrics to learn whatever is instrtmtive and 
cdiçying, hcrc is somcthing that you ought to 
witness. There is at present in Belgium a 
young girl who has the stigmata affd suflrs the 
Agony of the Passion every Friday." 
"" Is the worhl at large, are the laity, ad- 
mittcd ?'" was the natural inquiry. 
'" Oh ecrtainlv; and vou would bave no diffi- 
culty, eoming, as you do, ri-oto so fin-," was the 
rel)ly. 
The art of Italy, in ehureh and gallery, in 
painting and sculpture, had ruade the saered 
wounds of St. Francis of Assisi a thing less of 
fitith than of sight, therefore the accourir of the 
Belgian Stigmatiea was readily aeeepfed by the 
young lady without the least cmotion of doubt. 
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As fo a desire fo behold so great a miracle, if 
seemed to her  speeies of il'reverent euriosity ; 
the words of Our Lord, " Blcssed are tlwy who 
have liOt seen and yet bave believed," rang in 
her ears, and so, without thinking of expressing 
a wish to make either herself or any other 
member of her family a witness of the lniraele, 
she merely related it to them as a great fitvor 
vouchsafed by the Ahnighty to reassure and 
comfort ttis faithful children. 
In the mi&st of the many supernatural fitcts 
with which the present history of the Church 
is no less rel)lete tlmn if was in forlner ages, the 
subjeet had eeased to oeeul)y out thoughts and 
conversation, when, during the June of that 
same year, we met the Very Rev. Father Sorin 
af Neuilly. While speaking of all the holy 
ground whieh one might find in the Old Worhl, 
he expressed his suprise tlmt we lmd hOt visited 
the Belgian Sigmutiea., who was the one af 
present delegated to show forth vividly tlmt 
whieh took place eighteen eenturies ago in Geth- 
senmni and on MI. Ca.lvary. Besides the l»eau- 
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tiful legends of St. Francis of Assisi, then so 
ffesh in our minds, we all remembered that, in 
the first part of this century, Tyrol had been so 
highly rewarded for ber intense devotion fo the 
Way of the Cross, as fo have among her people 
two striking examples of this holy wonder, but 
of the present case in Belgium we were not so 
well informed. But ets we then had in con- 
teml)lation another long and arduous journey, 
the prospects of a tour in Belgium were so 
very impl'obtble that we did hot make mi*mte 
inquiries concerning the marrer. Nevertheless, 
if was an idea which, dismiss it as we might, 
was always ready fo present itself, haunting us 
throughout out subsequent travels. 
Early in the following spring a vivid dream 
fastened our attention still more fixedly on the 
wondrous miracle. For months the dreamer 
had not thought of the .-oung Stigmatica of 
Belgium, and yet she seemed to find herself 
upon the fitvored spot without knowing by what 
means. The sufferer ws lying in bed, covered 
up fo ber chin, manifesting a great annovauce 
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af being seen, but as the dreamer entercd, the 
Stigmuticu smiled and drew ber bleeding hands 
from under the coverlid, in order fo show them 
to the stranger. At this the dreamer thought 
she fell on her knees, awestruck with un over- 
whehning sense of sortie unsought» uncoml)re- 
hended responsibility, and she awoke saying : 
" What is it tlmt I must do ? What does she 
see that the Lord wishes me to do that she 
shows me her wounds, when she so sedulously 
hides them from others ?" 
It was broad daylight, and in out SCnli-mili- 
tary quoErter of Genoa. Çarignano, the regiments 
were marehing fo their morning drill fo the 
sound of merry bugles; the birds mingled their 
spring warblings with the elear notes that told 
our hour of rising, but seareely heeding either, 
the awakened dre,mer began a rapid, exeited 
relation of ber sleeping thoughts. We had 
just le,rned that cireumstanees would render if 
neeessary for us fo embark from a northern port, 
in order fo return fo Aneriea, and so we then 
thoughb « Well, we are about, fo pass near Bel- 
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gium." But although Belgium is a slnall king- 
donl, itis rather a large place in which fo search 
for a person whose name one does hot know, for 
at that tine the humble peasant maid of Bois 
d'tIaine had not 5"et begun to appear on the 
pages of journals of science. Her naine had not 
as yet become fiuniliar to the world at large, 
and we only eould rely on the probability that 
everyone in that country- must be well informed 
of the miracle in their midst. At that period, 
however, the uppermost thought in out minds 
was a pilgrimage fo Out Lady of Lourdes, and 
that happily aeeomplished, we rettrned to 
Genoa fo repose for some days before proeeed- 
ing on out trans-Alpine journey. 
We returned just in rime for three beautiful 
festivalsfestivals which perhaps many seareely 
remark in this missional 3- country, but whieh, 
nevertheless, eommemorate events eonveying 
important lessons to all classes and to all 
nations, and these three were the festivals of 
St. Aloysius, St. John the Baptist, and St. Peter 
and St. Paul. On the 21st of June the altars 
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dedicated to St. Aloysius, (}f whicl nearly 
every Italian church has Olle» were la(len with 
the choicest flowers--flowers that would be the 
rarest exotics in our climate--and these beauti- 
fui blossoms were ail ex roto from the young men 
of Genoa fo that nodel of h}ly innocence, whom 
the Church bas given fo Christian youths as 
their patron and protector. St.. John the Bap- 
tist is one of the many patrons, fo whose pro- 
rection and intercession Genoa ascribes her pros- 
perity and wealth, and therefore the feast oI 
his nativity is to them an occasion of great 
jubilee. Italy is like one vast suburb of Rome 
each city echoes the words of infidlibility ; each 
city responds faithfully fo ail its decisions, 
copies ifs maternal kindness in placing graces within easy reach, grieves in ail its sorrows, 
shares in ail its joys, and thus the 29th of 
June is celebrated in Genoa with hardly less 
ecclesiastical pomp than in Rome itself, where 
if is the great patronal feast of the city. 
These numerous festivals of the Catholic 
Church are just so many means of detaching 
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the heart of man from earth and lifting it 
heavenward. Spain perhaps excepted, Italy is 
the only nation on the continent of Europe that 
aeknowledges the neeessity of this detaehment, 
for itis only in Italy th:tt we saw the wishes 
of our IIoly Mother, the Chureh, in this respeet 
properly fififilled. The assertion that the pro- 
gress of eivilization is retardêd by this fi'equent 
interruption of worldly aflhirs, may be met by 
a simple referenee fo Italian art and science, for 
if the word eivilization regards the intellcetual 
development of a ha.tion, Italy has eertainly a 
deeided advantage. If, however, eivilization 
means an intense self-se'eking, eonsummate at- 
tention to bodily eomfort and to every thing 
that ean possibly minister thereto, then, of course, 
the more that Heaven is forgotten, the less that 
a land is Christian, the higher will be ifs stand- 
ard of eivilization. We might institute a fair 
eomparison between the knowledge and progress 
of Italy and her nonuments of arehiteeture, 
those palaees and ehurehes that ehallenge the 
admiration of the world, tiret force praise even 
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from the lips of those who.se hearts are filled 
with ]mtred of the religion, by the sublime in- 
spirations of which, human genius reached so 
high a development. Jtst as these are hot frail 
structures of wood, or of tiny bricks, or of ma- 
terials that would ]lave seemed mere 1)elbles in 
the sight of Solomon aad his ]uihlers, lut. are 
COml)osed of blocks of solid stone, whose size is 
worthy of the labor of man, set one Ul)On 
another, firmly, securely, until the edifices rise 
grand and harmonious, worthy of beings created 
fo the image and likeness of God, so ber intel- 
lectual progress does hot lie in 1)ropagating as 
truths, in which man may more surely trust 
than in divine revelation, all the mere 1)robabili- 
ties of science, all the but half-proven theories 
of to-day, which to-morrow will be themes of a 
scorn as unme,'tsured as the confidence which af 
one rime was placed in them; so her great 
minds are busied separating in ever" thing 
wheat from chafl; truth from fidsehood, the 
probable from the improbuble; they earnestly 
desire to distinguish substance from shadow, 
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and they are certain of ultimatc success, because 
in all creatures they wish fo see traces of the 
hand of the Creator, and fo final the evidences 
of Eternal Truth. 
But like m:tny other intellecttml 1)leasures, 
the.,;e festiwtl.,;, while elevating the mind, weary 
the boly, aul thus, although the 30th of June 
had been appointed as the day of our deprture, 
we decided to rem:in a day longer, so as to be 
able fo begin our long journcy totally free from 
previous fitigue. We staid the more willingly 
because out excellent landlord nd landldy 
were so kind and obliging, and we felt that it 
might be a long tine belote we would be again 
as well situated. 
"You will begin to thlnk tlmt we are never 
going,' said we to out lmdlord, as we announced 
out intention of remaining ,nother day. 
" Well, if you w;[t until I send you away, 
you won leave very soon, replied he, merrily, 
for Itali,ns are very fond of little jests, und 
none more so than our Genoese landlord. 
Bt we did hot wait for him to send ts away, 



THE HOME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 

11 

and on the morning of the 1st of July ve de- 
scended to the dining-room much earlier than 
usual, for we were to take the eight o'clock train 
going north. As we seated ourselves around the 
breakfast table, our landlord handed us a number 
of the London Dttily Telegraph. Laying if on 
the table, he perpetrated his daily joke of" fi'esh 
news," and while the scalding tea was cooling, 
one of us took up the journal to give a hasty 
glance af the latest intelligence from Spath and 
from the Church militant in Prussia. An ex- 
clamation from the reoEder attracted the atten- 
tion of the others, and in reply to their ques- 
tions she read aloud a long article headed 
"Louise Lateau, the Stigmatica of Bois 
d'Haine." 
It was  letter from the Berlin correspondent 
of the Daily Telegraph, who intermingled his 
own views with translations froIn an article 
published in the Germania, the leading Ctholie 
organ of Berlin, by Fat.ber Majunke, who had 
just returned from Bois d'Haine. 
Even from the absurdly literal and unfair 
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translation of l)eculiar Teutonic idioms, so 
l)owerful when eoming ri'oto the mouth or pen 
of a German, we eould see that, in the original, 
Fathcr Majunke's aeeount must have bëen most 
telling in its logie, as well as vivid in its descrip- 
tion. The correspondent elosed the article by a 
vain attcmpt fo eoneeal the faet that even he 
had hot 1)een able to entirely resist Father 
Majunke's course of rêasoning, sayiug that" the 
Rev. gentleman must have a very eonfiding 
nature if he expeeted the intelleetual world of 
Berlin fo eredit a medieval myth of that kind." 
He forgot, however, to define the differenee 
between earieatm-ifig a language and translating 
word for word ifs peeuliar phrases. We are 
sure that it is easy to translate the German 
terms expressing the might and majesty of God 
very literally withou introdueing coekney 
slang. When he penned his description, he had 
no idea that, intermix as he might with his own 
seeptieal thoughts the great faets on whieh he 
was treating, he was doing so great a service to 
three Catholies, by pointing out the spot of 
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Europe where they might vitness so tremen- 
dous u proof of the tvuth of the Holy Seriptures. 
'" Oh!" we 11 exel«fimed, " hd we left yes- 
terday ve nfight never have learned so 
rtely where to seek this miracle !" 
And we ail felt an inerease of devotion towards 
the festivals whose observance tad so fatigued 
us as to thus fortunMely detain us until tto 
arrival ofthis important information. Perhaps, 
had we not read this article, we lnight have 
been more readily deterred from fulfilling out 
promise to Very Rev. Father Sorin that, should 
we ever find ourselves in the neighborhood of 
Belgium, we would lnake an effort to beeome 
witnesses of this manifestation of the miracle 
of tle Stigmta. 



II. 

S the weeks passed on, whih, we trav- 
eled slowly northward, the resolution 
to visit Bois d'Haine became each day 
more and more defined. The 5th of August 
round us at Spires, the sêe of an anêient l»ishop- 
rie. Ifs eathedral is the St. Dents of Germany; 
but itis hot the tomls of elnperors and l,:ings 
which fornl the chier interest for the Catholie 
tourist, neither is it the beautifid architecture 
of the saered edifice, but the faet that St. Ber- 
nard there, within its walls, gave utterance to 
that. sublime praise of the 3lother of God. '0 
cl«men.s ! 01»i¢ ! 0 duleis lïrgo 3htria." 
But to us Spires presented another attraction. 
Ifs bi,shop we had known while he was still 
«bbot of the Convent of St. Bonit]ee in Munich, 
and hot only did we anticipate an agreeable 
visit, but we «dso h«qed to obtail ttsefid advice 
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concerning a visit fo Louise Lateau. We found 
his residence easily, but when we arrived at the 
door we met the reeeption usua.lly given iii Ger- 
many by those who serve eeelesiastieal digni- 
tartes. We were seanned from head to foot, 
and, deaeonnesses no longer existing in the 
ehureh, three ladies mean only three cil)hers as 
far as religious iml)ortance is eonecrned. Out 
eards were serutinized before our tees with a 
cool impertinence, and if our appearanee had 
partially satisfied the porter that our social 
position entitled us fo 1)ay out respeets fo his 
toaster, our eards, being like the cards of any 
one then elaiming the protection of the Alneri- 
ean flag, utterly destitute of armorial bearings, 
he told us, without firther lnquiry, that at 
present the bi,-_'hop was deel)ly engaged in his 
daily routine of dut3" , whieh eould hot be inter- 
rupted, and that he would not be free until two 
o'eloek. Now, two o'eloek is preeisely the hour 
of the departure of the làhine steamer, usually 
preferred 1) 3 those traveling for pleasure to the 
railwa.v, and as an eeclesiastic in the .Cathedral 
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had infi»rmed us positively that the morning 
was the rime af wlich the bishop was free fo 
reeeive visits, we were hot to blame if. in out 
hearts, we aeeused the porter of wishing to rid 
himself of IlS 1)y mentioning an hour at which 
if woldd ]e iml)ossible ffn" us to corne. We may 
lave ruade a rasl judgment, lmt ])e that as if 
may, we rclimluished the idett of the steamer, 
eoncluding to avail ourseh'es of tl}e railway 
train, wliclt left ata much later hour, but 
wlich was çar less agreeable. 
Tle 1)orter seemed both surprised and vexed 
to see us when we returned af two o'clock, an 
hour which was 1)robably as ineonvenient to the 
l»islop as it had been fo us. He did again 
atteml)t to send us away, but finally out repeated 
assertions, that we were aequainted with the 
l,ishop, seemed to make some impression on him, 
and at last he did consent fo earry up the epis- 
copal stairway the eards which he found so 
basely destitute of any tokens of nobility. 
Out dieulties in this case arose from the 
general ignorance of foreigners, and of Germans 
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in particular, concerning that lav of the United 
States which withheld passports and consulat 
protection ff'oto those of her citizens who, while 
traveling abroad, ruade use of any of the in- 
signia of nobility. Owing fo this law, or to the 
general lack of knowledge of ifs existence in 
Europe, vhichever you will, the very 1)assport 
that told the police that you were hot a vaga- 
bond, plaeed you in a very fidse light as far as 
social rank is coneerned. 
The fortress once stormêd, the outworks 
gained, we found that Al»bot I[anneberg had 
hot, in beeoming Bishop IIanneberg, lost any of 
that unaflbeted simplicity of manner which had 
seemed so charming in the modest, unpretên- 
flous recel)tion-room of that arehiteetundly 
grand convent of St. Boniface. ]Ie received us 
with that ,-:ame manner. In spire of the epis- 
eopal purple, the bishop ws at hea.rt still the 
Benedictine, and the episcopal residence was hot 
hall so dear to him as the less conspicuous 
halls of his own convents in Munich, or at beau- 
rififi Andechs, in the picturesque outskirts of the 
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B;tvarian Alps. Siuce then. God has called him 
fo a h, mm fitr more beautiful than the one fo 
which he alluded with so much affection in the 
course of that afternoon's conversation. 
The cvents of the rime tlmt had elapsed 
since we ha,l last seen him having been duly 
discussed, we Sl)oke »f our desire fo visit Louise 
l,ateau, tle advised us to continue out Rhine 
journey as fir as Clogne, whence we might 
reach Belgium in a few hours. Bois d'Haine. 
he infi»rmetl us, was in the diocese of Tournay, 
therefore we must apply fo the lfishop of that 
see for the requisite permission. He added, if, 
however, it suited out plans better fo go fo 
Mechlin. the archbishop there, being the primate 
of Belgimn,.overruled the bishop of Tournay, 
and that, therefore, his permission would be 
equally valid. .Bringing us nmps, he showed us 
the relative position of these three cities, Co- 
logne, Mechlin. and Tournay, and thus in every 
thing relating fo this proposed visit he exhibited 
the kindest interest ; but, as he was hot person- 
ally acquainted with either dignitary, he was 
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unuble fo give us any introduct,)ry lettcr, 
although he encouraged us fo apply, sa.ying tlmt 
the prelates of Belgium were excessively kind 
and affable, and that Cathohes ri'mn America-- 
that missionary country--certainly had claires 
on the Church of tle Ohl ]Vol'ld. 
The hope that we wouhl lnake a better im- 
pression on the bishap of TOUrlm)-, tlmn we had 
marie on the porter of the episeopal residenee 
of Spire, aeeompanied us throughout out sub- 
sequent journey, and we now determined more 
firmly than ever fo fllfill out promise, whieh 
was now more binding, sinee we had learned so 
very aeeurately what lo do and where fo go. 
We did hot then know that the rude eonduet of 
the porter was simply the commencement of 
that trial and humiliationthat cross whieh 
we earried to the very threshold of the Lateau 
cottage, and whieh did hot desert us until we 
were far distant from Bois d'Haine--only the 
begilming, only a portion of that cross which ail 
must earry who wish to stand on this modern 
Calvary. 
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We did not begin to have any conception of 
the difficulties attending a visit to Louise Lateau 
until when speaking on the subjeet to the Pev. 
Dr. Bellesheim, who oeeupies the eonfessional 
" pro Angliea" in thê Cthêdral of Clogne, 
wê werê told by him that so many werê thê 
applications, that only a very small proportion 
of the applieants eould obtain admission to the 
tiny cottage, adding that thê chances of sueeess 
were slight for those who came unreeom- 
mended, he advised us, if we knew any 
source from whieh we eould obtain an intro- 
duetory letter, to apply for it immediately. 
Aside from the promise which we had ruade, 
we had a strong feeling that it was the 
duty of every American Catholie to eontri- 
bute his or her mite to the multiform mis- 
sionary work of t.he New World, and that. we 
had no right to negleet any lneans of lnaking 
ourselves aequainted with every religious faet 
within out reaeh in Catholie Europe. Although 
obstaeles arose, everything seemed to finally 
arrange itself in aecordance with out plans. 
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At the rime that we arrived in Cologne it was 
late in August. and we had l»efore us that elui- 
noctial month ofSel)temlwl- during which no 
landsman wishes tobe on the sea. In that 
month, whi('h tlis eonsidera.ti, m iml)elled us to 
still spend in Europe. we wouhl find ample rime 
to make our al»l)lie:ttion, and. if sueeessfifl, to 
visit B)is d'Haine. 
We left Cologne the afternoon of Septeml)er 
2d, the anniversary )f the battle of  
that victory of Prussia, which gave her tlmt 
terrible and unfortunate 1)redomilmnee in Euro- 
pean 1)olitieal eircles. European Protestantisn 
and European infidelity have learned from the 
Çatholie Church many an iml)ortant lesson, and 
among theln the neeessity of a joyfifl repose 
that neeessity familiarly exl)ressed by the time- 
worn proverb, «All work and no 1)lay makes 
Jack a dull boy." While laying the eorner- 
stone of their sehemes for supplanting Chris- 
tianity, the infidel governlnents arrange the 
praetieal lessons whieh they have learned from 
the Catholie Chureh aeeording to the rules of 
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their p,gan philosophy. Wishing, as they do, 
fo win the people, they are too prudent fo 
reduce theln fo ,n decorous test taken every 
seventh day, for they know tlmt thus the task 
of alienating the hea.rts of the people from the 
doctrines of the Church would le increased 
two-fohl. Kuowing thi., they institute political 
festiva.ls, which they intend shtll eventually 
supercede the ho]y days of religion. Skilfiflly 
as they nuty mix their pill, they are omitting 
. the important ingredient, for which they sub- 
stitute , virulent poison. Religious instruction, 
and, above all, lifting the heart to God in pra3er, 
renders, what would be otherwisc a. waste of 
that precious rime given to us ly God hot fo 
amass wealt] b but to work out out salva.tion, a 
most beneficia.I lightening of the lo,td of earn- 
ing one's da.ily bread. Political exultation, 
politicaI r,ncor beget nothing sa.ve drunken 
frolics and what is t]tr worse, envy hatred, a.nd 
covetousness are exalted into virues when ex- 
ercised on a nation whom a government is 1)leased 
to style "the enemy.'" 
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Such were the reflections tha.t filled out minds 
as we saw church and town hall a.like flaunting 
the black, white and red of the new German 
Empire, a.nd thc very suggestive black and 
white banner of' Prussitt with ifs vulture-like 
eagle. From the ancient Cttthedral streamed 
the saine emblems of triumph, while hour after 
hour the vnulted roof re-echoed the one loud, 
sorrowfùl appeal, "Let us pray for out impris- 
oned archbishop." 
And à'et, as if in mockery of that cry of 
distress, the city council had decreed that the 
terre "government buildings" should include 
the churches, and that they, too, must join in 
the external triumph over the beginning of the 
downiZall of Christianity in the German Empire 
under the title of the '« Deliverance of 1870." 
We watched the city fade from our vision as 
the train bore us westward, nearer towards one 
of the many acceptable sacrifices of expiation 
for these scenes of impiety, until the lofly 
towers and the waving flags were no longer dis- 
cernible, and we then thought that we had left 
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this exhibition of triumph, but each village 
tlrough whicl we 1)assed, each station af vhich 
the train l:lted, repeated the saine scene of 
tluttering c:nvas :md fcstive ga'land. At Aix- 
l:-Clmpelle tlm deco-ations were as humerons 
:nd extensive as tlose of Cologne. Charle- 
mgnc's last resting place joined in rejoicing at 
lhc dciçat of France. 
Iaie in the açternoon t]e train arrived at 
Ve'vicrs, and. as the railway official opened the 
d+or oç the COUl> , he iuformed us that all must 
leave the train. Werc we at the Belgian fron- 
lier. we inquired. Tire official replied in the 
affirmative. But there had been no need to ask 
the question; hot only were the posts af the 
switches and those holding the signal lights no 
longer painted in fimereal black and white; hot 
only did the officials in the railway station wear 
t uniform which we had never before seen, but 
the buildings had no festive decorations, and the 
general work-a-day plainness told us that we 
were now in a country that did hot keep the 
humiliations of France in perpetual, triumphant 
rcmem])ran«o. 
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Passports are no longer su])ject fo scrutiny on 
European frontiers, exeepting, of course, in rime 
of war, and if would be agreeable fo tourists if 
the eust(;m of examining private luggage had 
also tMlen into diuse; but Switzerland is the 
only eountry that has as yet defined the dittr- 

ence between a merchant 
custon-house at Verviers 
ble for the politeness and 

and a tourist. 
is, however, adlnira- 
diseretion of ifs offi- 

eials, and if will be long relnenbered 1)- us on 
that aeeount. We were detained but a moment 
and then we were perlnitted fo pass through fo 
the platform, alongsidê of whieh lay the train 
about to del)art, for Brussels. As this tra.in 
would not leave for nea.rly hall an hour, we did 
hOt enter if immediately, 1)referring fo walk fo 
and fro and observe out new surroundings. The 
majority of the passengers spoke Freneh, the 
eoupés reserved for ladies traveling alone were 
marked "Dunes," the prohibitions fo smoke or 
fo walk on the traeks were written in Frenel b 
and, in et, we might have imagined ourselves 
in France, had hot the uniform of the railwy 
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oIticials diIt['red from that of France, and had 
we hot cccasionally pased grOUl)S of chattering 
womcn, or loquacious firmers, rattling off sen- 
tence «flcr setence of Wallooa. or slovly enun- 
ciatig that curious travesty of German Flemish. 
Af thc apl)oited rime we took out 1)ltces in 
tlo Bvusscls trai, and soon we were borne 
ral)idly still flrthcv wcstward, through neat 
x'illaEcs, ad over ('harmig rural districts. We 
were now in a country ihrough vhich w had 
never ]efi)re raveled, and we not6d evry par- 
ticular with great interest. Evrywhre we 
saw the saine neat cottags, the saine wcll-kpt 
firms, aud we realized that we were in one of 
those little kingdoms too small ever fo dream 
of rulig the world's destinis; where the gov 
ernment, instead of ponderiag over schemes of 
gloser, thought only of the welfare of ifs subjects ; 
in a land tmder the control of that "patrnal 
legislttion" so often sneered af by those xvho do 
hot trouble flcmsclvs fo make an hones in- 
quiry into the results of its policy. Even when 
l>asig throglÆ miig districts, we saw no evi- 
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dence of that combination of exraordinary 
individual wealth with extrelne poverty of the 
working classes, that painfifl ditlbrenee so often 
seen in regions where the underground resourees 
form the staple produets. There were no traces 
of paup.erism, for every class there were sub- 
stantial dwellings» suitalle to the rank of each. 
Nowhere did we sec mi.,:eralle shanties eon- 
trasting with elegant paliees. We were still 
busy reniarking this and admiring the pictur- 
esque eliffs of the valley of the Vesdre» when 
nightfall prevented further observation. 
The train rushed rapidly down an inclined 
plane and halted lefore ,n wide semi-eirele of 
lightall that. we saw of the ancient eity of 
Liege, so tamiliar fo us from ehildhood fronI 
appearing so frequently on the pages of that 
eharming collection of tales known as the "Le- 
gends of the Seven Capital Sins." 
In a few moments the tra.in resumed ifs 
ward course, and leaving the gas-lit strects of 
Liege far behind, halted again, this rime af that 
venerable scholastie town, Louvain. Here we 
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alighted, having filled the measure of our usual 
"da.y's journey." It was nine o'elock in the 
evening, the strcet lamps were all burning, and 
the railway station but a fev rods distant from 
the town, so» glancing at the signs of the hotels 
in sigh b we direeted ont steps towards the hotel 
of the New Worhl, which our guidê-book re- 
eommended as leing well adapted fo persons of 
moderate requirements, and as also being mode- 
rate in ifs charges. We were aeting, for the 
rime being, on the no-baggage prineiplê ; so, ear- 
rying our light luggage ourseh'es, we arrived af 
the door of the hotel, without-either guide or 
porter to thrus himself between us and the 
slniling landlady. 
We were now fo see a Belgian innan ex- 
perienee new fo us, and we were all, in a tired 
way, eager enough to compare if with the many 
inns of the many nations with whom we had 
corne in contact. We were led through two 
dining-rooms, eaeh with a bare, deal floor, well 
scrubbed and well sandêd» and up two flights of 
spotlessly elean wooden stairs, everv bit of 
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whose cleauliness was necessary as atmenCt 
for their xcessive steepness. In the econd 
floor we round two led-rooms utterly destitule 
of earpets, or of an 3" of the so-called eolnforts 
of eivilization  but the floor was dean, the bed 
linen spotless, the window CUl'tains were all that 
the most fistidious neatness could desire, and 
the rooms actuallv contained all that is llçCçs- 
sary for the repose of the wcaricd/ravelcr. In 
the second floor the landlady showed us her best 
bed-room, the pride and ghn 3- of hcr hot el. 
Curta.ins, as we learned ri'oto after expcrience, 
form an indispensable part of a Bclgian bed. 
In this led-rooln tlwy were vcry elaborate, as 
were also the window curtains; the quilt was 
of some Flanders manufitcture, and a erocheted 
tidy eovercd the green eloth on the centre rame. 
,OE holne-made rug of woflen pa/eh-work la 3" 
beside the bed. and a similar one was plaeed 
before the black mohair sofi, otherwise the room 
was without earpeting. Truly, the landlady 
lmd ruade a grievous error when she gave her 
hotel the naine of the "" New World," for there 
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was mf t sign of New World extravagance or 
New Vorld luxury; it was rather the Old 
World. with its practieal common sense and its 
healthfifl simplicity, the heirlooms inherited from 
ages of Christian self-dênial and abstinence. 
We deseended the stairway, a type ]»af ex- 
cell«,we of thosê which we afterwards learned 
to designate as "those dreadflfl Belgian stair 
cases," into the smaller of the two dining-rooms. 
We were travelers of too great experience fo 
entêrtain any fears concerning the respectability 
of out lodgings, for we had long since learned 
that part of the tyranny of the Old World 
takes the form of obliging every public house 
fo be as respectable as if professes to be. Had 
we had any doubts on the subject they would 
have been silenced by the sight of a priest and 
two seminarians, travelers like ourselves, taking 
their simple evening repast, which they con- 
cluded by lhe long prayers for the living and 
the dea.d, which characterize the German 
thanksgiving after Ineals. As we were very 
tired, we took a very light upper, and returning 
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fo our rooms, we were ,':con o]divious of all fiwts 
regarding flu'niture of any kind, eilher plain or 
handsome. 
There is mueh in Lourain fo interest the loyer 
of medimval art. but we had hot the time to 
visit its old monuments, we were fiu" too anxious 
fo reaeh Tournav. So. at ten o'clock the next 
morning, afler having despatched et letter fo u 
clerieal fi-iend in ome fo beg for a recommen- 
dation fo the Bishol» of Tournay, we took 
leuve of out New World landlady, whose bill 
did hot amoun/ to 2supper. lodgings, and 
breakfist, and we might add cleanliness, all 
included, and this belote panic prices were 
thought o£ 
We once heard a German gentleman, the 
superintendent of u large government lumber 
yard in eastern Bavaria, express himself very 
drolly, though af the saine rime very logically. 
in regard fo extravagant-truvel. To u German, 
the first-class railway coaches are simply the 
English and American department of a train; 
his highest dream of railway luxury is the 
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sec«m,l class, and our a.cquain(ance lmule that 
lis stand:ml (»f COml)arism. 
'" l never travcl second class» sai(l he '" third 
is good enough for me. It is truc that the seats 
are sinply-val'nis]ed wood, while in the second 
elass me wouhl tlml ver S niee Ulholstery, 
even al'ter a man lins lmid fi»r his ticket, that 
uplllstery d,,esn't behmg t, ]lim, if is the ln'O - 
pt,rty ,f file State l{ailwa'. If; every rime I 
traveled in file secmd class, I miglt carry ]mme 
a nicelv cus]li, med afin-chair, then, lmtvo I'd 
ahvavs travel in tlmt lllallllel'." 
And so if is with htels- iE everv rime one 
went t» the luxurious homes of fashionable 
travel, one might earry home some rare carved 
or gihled wood-work, or some carpet of fine 
texture, then if wouhl be more excusable fo 
seek seenes f that splendor which does hot 
exist in the m«Oority of private dwellings. 
Dear reader, elea.nliness in your surroundings is 
the only real requirement of eivilized travel. 
Are you way-worn and weary ? You will sleep 
as soundly in a rooln whose floor is bare as if if 
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were covered with the richest Axminster. Are 
3-ou anxious and restle,-_'s? The dreary hours 
will revolve as sleeplessly in an apartment 
crowded with elegant uselessnesses, as sleel)lessly 
as in a simple room containing only the needfifi 
furniture. To follow elosely the logie of out 
Gerlnan fi-iend, those who olserve siml)lieity in 
their habits of travel will more probably return 
home, laden with souvenirs of their journeys, 
than those who exhaust their purses on the 
temporary enjoyment of a splendor, whieh, 
perhaps, does not exist in their own houses. 
If your friends return from abroad, bringing 
with them a thousand and one little lnemorials, 
do hot consider each one as a period in the 
numeration which the reading of their ineome 
would involve; more probable', if these memo- 
rials are of a religious nature, they mark some 
era of self-denial. 
Soon after parting from out landlady, we were 
seated in a Brussels train ; this rime the holders 
of tickets for Tournay. In less than an hour 
and a half we alighted af Brussels, to wait at 
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]eas two hours and a hall for a train that 
would take us fo out journey's end. This long 
eonnection reminded us much of our own eountry, 
and if renewed a.n i,lea whieh rive years abroad 
had nearly obliteratcd from out minds; for, in 
general, European railway eonneetions are 
pronpt and sure. We have, if is true, our vast 
lengths of railway, eolmeeting great eommereial 
centres, and which transport us over towns and 
villages as if flwse last were lmt the waves of 
he ocean, but those who have strayed away 
from these great thoroughtîtres into the region 
of less frequentetl travel, ean testify to the 
tedium of waiting for the train whieh takes its 
own rime to arrive. 
Ameriea holds itself forth fo the world as 
the comtry of railways, and many who ought 
o be better informed, ]lave a vague idea that 
European eomltries are eomparatively destitute 
of that method of loeomotion. Belgimn has 
more railways, in proportion to her area, than 
any other eot!ntry of Europe, but ber neighbors 
are hot so t]tr outdone by this little kingdom as 
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to tender ber no fitir example of the state of 
ra.ilway communication in Erope. The area 
of Belgimn is 11,363 square toiles, and the 
nggregate length of ber railways amounted, in 
1874, fo 1,960 mlles. If we reckoned the 
number and usefiflness of our railwa.ys by our 
shocking disasters, we ln ight well think we ex- 
celled in every department of this method of 
travel. We must be always willing fo be just 
fo others, even if that justice implies a con 
demnation of ourselves, and if is only just fo 
say that the ever-watchfifl govermnents of the 
Continent manage to regulate even stemn, and 
fo rob it of its explosiveness by the number of 
rules imposed upon those intrusted with ifs care. 
To their old-fishioned eyes, suceess is no crite- 
"tion of prudence. Whether the train executes 
a foolhardy feat without a hair's breadth of 
injury being done fo the fl-eight of human lire, 
or whether it hurls ifs cargo of souls into eter- 
nity, the crime of imprudence is considered 
equally heinous, and every railway ephyee is 
eareful fo avoid that which, even if suecessfifl, 
will eau.,:e him fo lose lis means of livelihood. 
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As soon as we had recovered froln the dizzi- 
ness naturally felt on descending froln a train, 
we decided fo leave out traveling bags on de- 
posit af the railway station, and then spend out 
tiIne in rambling about the streets of this Paris 
in miniature, until the hom' of the departure of 
thc Tournay train. We tried to direct our steps 
towards the famous Cathedral of St. Gudule; 
but, although if is so conspieuous an objeet when 
ll'Ussols is seen af a distance, we fidled, amid 
threading the labyrinth of streets, to see its 
lofty spires. We did, however, enter one 
ehureh, which was dedicated fo St. John the 
Baptist, just in rime to hear one of those late 
Masses, so severely criticized by .oEmerican 
Catholics. We never did belong fo that school 
of piety (?) and too often have we thus felt the 
benefit of this kind arrangement, fo have much 
patience with such eritics. After Mass we em- 
ployed out remaining spare noments in examin- 
ing the different altars of this ehurch, and 
in eomparing the ineentives fo devotion thereon 
displa.yed with those of the saine class in other 
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countries, and we remarked that the stern real- 
istic representations of Gerlnany were here in- 
vested with the exl)ensive magnificence of 
France. 
We returued fo the station, reclaimed our 
luggage, and, taking out places in the train, 
were borne still further westward. For several 
hours we shared the ladics' coup with a woman 
of the class that wears a plain, white cal) , very 
lunch like out widow's cap, instead of bonnets. 
In both Belgium and France the women of the 
middle and lower classes rarely ape the fitshions 
of ladies .of tank, and, in fact, they would be 
ashamed fo exchange their plain, black cash- 
mere dresses and their neat, white cal)s , which 
are often trimmed with beautiful lace, for the 
garb of a social position which they do hOt 
possess. They understaud too well that, under 
the law of God, honest labor bas a respectable 
rank, and that the true way "fo raise them- 
selves" is fo honor the station of life in which 
they bave been placed by Divine Providence, by 
becoming and remaining steady, faithful, honest 



 A VISIT TO BOIS D'HAINE 

servants. The French and Belgian maids would 
s«)rn fo dress themselves like their mistresses; 
they fcel (bat their awn costume is equally 
lmmn'alde, and (hey have hot the least, desire fo 
le ««mtlmnded with those flippant charaeters, 
wh,. mader tle pretence of lawflfl, lauda.1)le 
aml»iti[m, seek fo place thcmselves in situations 
wlcrc tho N may indulge in vanity and indo- 
l 
The 1)lain 1)lack dress and the simple cal)-- 
the slavish 1)adges of servitnde, as some might 
terre them--did hot prevent this young woman 
ri'oin being well-infi)rmed on all important local 
items, and in the course of conversation she dis- 
pltyed a keen judgment, rarely possessed by 
those wlo are occupied with the exasperating 
whims of partially gratified envy. 
We did hOt resent the friendly remarks ut- 
tered by her from lime fo rime as ilnpertinent 
fit.miliarity, for we understood perfectly that 
where the boundtry lines between classes are 
clearly marked, therc is no need fo observe that 
unchristian rule of never conversiug wiIh lhose 
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beneath you. save on matters of duty and neces- 
sitv. We learned fi'Olll her that olle of 
priests of her village had been to Bois d'l[aine, 
and hml been pennitted to see some part of the 
weekly lniracle; and that afterward, when he 
returned, he testified fo his eongregation that if 
was far more wonderfifl than couhl be ilnagined. 
She herself had also been fo Bois d'l[aine, but 
she failed to gain adlnittanee to the Lateau eof 
rage; she had knoeked at the door, and for a 
lng rime she reeeived no response; finally, one 
of Louise's sisters deigned fo eome out and 
speak to her. The maid in vain entreated to 
speak with Louise, and even pr6dueed as peaee- 
oflbrings some pretty prayer-book pietures, which 
Louise's sister tooksteadily reflMng, however, 
to allow tlm maid tosatisfy ber pious euriosity. 
"Why do you want fo see her ?" said she ; 
"she is a peasant girl like any other peasant girl, 
just like yourselE Look at me, if you want fo 
see her; I resemble ber very mueh. 
"They tell me, said the maid to us, "" that 
I shouhl have written long before, to announce 
lnvselE Who klloWs  '" 
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" ç as it generally believed in Belgium "" we 
inquired. 
"Believed ! Oh, yes ; everyone in the whole 
country knows llmt Louise l,aleau sufl'ers every 
Friday. The infidel journals say that if is a 
medieal secret, of whieh lhe priests make use 
fo deeeive the peoplebut who ean know how 
lo do a thing like that ?" 
As she sa,id that, her gray eyes shone with 
intense amusement af this absurd form of in- 
credulity. 
"Why did ber sister treat you so brusquely ?" 
we asked. 
"Oh, well ; lhey are ,'t simple peasant family, 
never accustomed to see anyone save their own 
neighbors, who, like themselves, lead a poor, 
retired lire; now, lhis publicity they find very 
disagreeable, and, if they had their own wa.y, 
no stranger would ever enter their door." 



lI|. 

tle dripping elouds were fulfilling 
every portion of the menace, when, a 
the dose of the afternoon, we aligled a.t T,mr- 
ha)', the ancient Civitas Nerviormnfle til'St 
capital of lhe Merovingian dynasl). Out lninds 
were fitr away ff'oto either ifs ancient splendor, 
or ris lnodern inlerest ; we tlmught ouly of out 
lodgings» which, fol'hmately, we fimnd hot fitr 
ri'oto the railway station in tlm lnodest I[otel 
Bellevue, which was a pretty faithfld eopy of 
out resting place at Louvain. Let it hot, how- 
ever, be supposed that Belgium is "" so far be- 
hind the age" as hot 1o possess any magnifieent 
hotels, for these a, lso exist in all her eities, md, 
like those of the other l)ar/s of the Continent, 
they sport the very suggestive titles of d'Xngle- 
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ierre and d'Amérique, showing thereby whom 
they expect for their guests. The natives, and 
the genuine ira'celer who cornes for the soEke of 
either art or religion, are very careful fo avoid 
those scenes of fitshion and flirtation, and to 
choose the more simple inns for t]eir places of 
repose. 
For the present we ]lad nothing fo do, save 
to rest ourselves and fo visit the fine old 
churches, until the arrival of the letter from 
Ilome. When speaking on the subjeet with 
one of the Redemptorist Fathers, the one who 
then fulfilled the office of "pro Angliea" in 
Tournay, we were advised by him to make out 
application immediately. "Others are permit- 
ted fo witness the miracle." said he, "and why 
hot you ? Don't wait for that letter froln Ilone; 
go and sec our Bishophe is very amiable, ver:}" 
afftble, and besicles, he has been a missionary 
in your country. ' Speaks English!' of course 
he does. Why, he was pastor of a church in 
Detroit for many years." 
In accordance with this advice, we presented 



TtlE IIOME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 

43 

ourselves at the door of the episcopal palace, 
where the porter--unlike the one af Spires-- 
received us very politely, telling us that the 
Bishop's reception hours were in the morning, 
when, he did not doubt, Mgr. Dumont would 
be pleased fo see persons ff'oto the country 
where he lmd spent so many years of mission- 
ary lire. 
We did corne at the hour indicated, and were 
ushered into a spacîous reception-room, whose 
lofty proportions were truly poElatial. The fir- 
niture was extremely simple, being confined fo 
a narrow strip of hemp-carpeting extending 
across the middle of the floor, the whole length 
of the room; plain clmirs of green morocco up- 
holstery, and portraits of former Bishol)s of 
Tournay. While we were contrasting the sim- 
plicity of European palaces with the extreme 
luxury deemed a necessity by the upper classes 
in America, an ccclesiastic entered and began a 
series of abrupt qtmstions and answers. 
"Were we personally acquainted with Mgr, 
Dumont ? " 
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" Then why did we wish fo see 
'" No; he ha.d never been pastor in Dctroit, 
but in a villa.ge severtl mlles distant from that 
city." 
"Mgr. Dumont was hot the owner of Ma- 
dame Lateau's houseit was hot fo him tha.t 
we slmuhl tl>l)ly fir l)ermission fo enter if.'" 
" Then," said our mother, "" if is of Madame 
l,atea. llmt we must dcIn',md permission fo 
wiiness flcmiracle ? " 
]Ic was slartlc for 
miglt bave l»ccnfor altlough wc were hOt 
then aware of the fict, Mtdamc Laicau had 
bcen in ber grave several monihs. I[e, how- 
ever, soon replicd : 
'" Go to M. le Curé of Bois d'Haineit is he 
whom you must sk." 
l[c left lhe room s quickly as he had en- 
tered if, and he soon returned with  bit of 
pal»er, upon which was written the ddress of 
the pastor of Bois d'Haine; and at the saine 
time that he explained how very difficult if was 
fo gain admission on accounç of the number of 
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applicants and the smallness of space, he gave 
us such ample railway information that if was 
evidently his chief desire we shouhl leave in- 
st,ntly for Bois d'Haine, so as fo 
away from the Bishop. 
That, perhal»s, it might give the Bishop 
pleasure fo hear from his former l»arishioners, 
many of whom might prove fo be our relatives, 
or our friends, and that these, in turn, might be 
pleased fo receive news of one who had once 
been their pastor, seemed fo be ideas of which 
the old gentleman had no conception. As we 
lefl the reception-room, and the words advising 
us fo compensate ourselves for probable disp- 
pointment (by lflanning  tour in Belgium) had 
just been uttered by him, we c.,ught  glhnpse 
of ,'t purple robe, and we sw the mild and 
gentle face which» having remtrked a.t the Cc/- 
thedral services» had inspired us with the confi- 
dence to a.pproch the Bishop. 
Mgr. Dumont was coming fo the reception- 
room, but the ecclesiastic stepped for««ard and 
said a few works iii a low tone. The Bishop 
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looked 1)uzzled, while we, too confised, too per- 
1)lcxed by the eross-qucstioning through whieh 
wc had passed, to even remember to ask his 
blessing, 1)assed down the broad stairway into 
the court, where the 1)ortcr gaze.l wonderingly 
dt us. Evidently, 1)ersons from that country 
wlmre his toaster had becn a missionary, always 
nmle longer visits when they enterel the el)is- 
copal residenee of Tournay. 
We walked slowly through the Cathedral 
square, a.hnost disheartened; if was a nearer 
"iew of the obstaeles which had first loomed 
on our mental vision af Cologne, and whieh had 
assmned a more definite form sinee our conver- 
sation with our traveling companion, the maid. 
If was evident that the reverend gentleman had 
no idea that anything save fresh disappointment 
awaited us dt Bois d'Haine, so these obstaeles 
appeared ahnostinsurmountable. Bois d'Haine 
was proving itself a pilgrimage, for trials and 
difficulties were shaping a pilgrim's cross. 
If we might only be sure that the letter ri-oto 
Pome would corne ? Fridty was fist approach- 
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ing, and we saw that our chance of admittance 
would hot be until the following week. Feel- 
ing that out desires were hot based on mere 
curiosit3: , we would leave no stone unturned; 
so, the next day, the sa.me hour round two of 
us af the door of the episeopal residenee, and 
the puzzled porter, a.lwa3-s p(flite, again in- 
fi)rlned the Bishop of the presenee of the ladies 
from Ameriett. Perhaps, too, the recollection 
of that mild and gentle eountenanee gave en- 
eouragement fo this seemingly audacious step 
whieh this rime did prove sueeessfifl. 
This rime Mgr. Dumont was not intereepted, 
and he wts, as the Redemptorist Father had 
said, lovely and aftM»le. "His parish had been in 
Detroit itself, and he inquired with great inter- 
est eoneerning his former co-laborers and his 
former parishioners. When Bois d'Haine was 
mentioned, a shade passed over his eountenanee. 
To him it was evidently  painful sulject. 
"Formerly,'" said he, " I did give the per- 
missions fo visit Louise; my predeeessor did 
so. But now, that the applications are so very 
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numerous, both Mgr. De Champs and myself 
ha-ce concluded to leave this difficult matter 
entirçly in the hands of the pastor of Bois 
d'Haine; he seems fo understand to arrange all. 
Now neither myself nor the Archbiho 1) of 
Me«hlin iuterferes in his decisions. 
'" I could," added he, after a moment's reflec- 
tion, ':give )ou a recommendation. I do not 
promise you that it will be of any avail, but I 
can givc if to you. Do not place too much re- 
liance upon if, for I have ceded all re,'tl authority 
over Louise to the pastor of Bois d'Haine." 
Calling one of his secretaries, he bade him 
write to the pastor of Bois d'Haine, and say 
that if if were possible fo allow these three 
ladies fo be present af the ecstasy of Louise 
Lateau on Fridty, Septeml)er 18, he, the bishol) , 
would be very much pleased, as he really did 
desire their admittance. 
On being asked why it was so very difficult 
fo witness the miracle ; was it really the small- 
ness of space, or did the fiunily seriousl 3- object ? 
he exclaimed - 
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"Object! Why, they just hate it ! Louise 
knows nothing of her visitors, for she is insen. 
sible fo all her surroundings ; but ber mother-- 
her sisters ! they just hate if !hate it !hate 
And across his fitce came an expression tlat 
would have been amusement had not the whole 
subject been fo him, as well as fo them, a sourco 
of annoyance and anxiety. H:td God vouch. 
safed fo send th[s miracle half a century earlier 
before steam had brought the nations of the 
earth so closely togetherthe prelates of Bel. 
gium might ha-ce indulged in a holy pride fo 
think that ther country had been so blessed; 
but now, when the world of Thomases is per. 
petually knocking at. their door, t]ds pride is 
swallowed up by a constant temptttion fo feel 
how mucll more blessed if is fo believe xvhen 
one bas hot seên. 
We remained in Tournay se'eral days aflêr 
having seen the bishop, because the 18th of 
September was too far distant to tender if neces- 
sary fo leax-e immediately afler posting the kind 
recommendation gix'en us by Mgr. Dumont. 
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Before)ur departure the letter flore Rome 
arrivcd and wc were haply tobe able to pre- 
sent a proof tha.t his kindness hml hot been 
misl)laced. 
Tournay is essentitlly ;t Catholic town, and 
the ,narch of nineteenth centur" civilization had 
hot 3"et d¢l)rived if of ifs 1)rimerai Christian 
simplicity aud 1)iety. During out two weeks" 
star there we saw mu«h that was of interest 
t«) the Catholic traveler, wlich it would hOt be 
cspccially nccessaçv fo relate af preseut, save by 
way of illustrating the 1)ractiees of that sehool 
of devotion which meets with the SUl)crnatural 
rcward of a standing miracle. 
We lefi Tournay September 15. at noon-day, 
having taken our tickets for Menage, the rail- 
way stttion on which Bois d'Haine depends. 
The countr was undulating, and, consequently, 
the grades were very numerous, and over these 
the rapid motion shook us and jolted us un- 
mercifully. About two o'cloek we arrived at 
Mons, now ehiefly important as the centre of a 
mining district. I[ere we were fo bave entered 
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another train, which would take us fo Menage, 
but whether we were one minute too late, or 
whether we were a whole hall hour behind 
rime, we could not discover. Walloon and 
French were shouted from one angry officia.1 fo 
another, and we were ruade fo comprehend that, 
we nlust, wait for a train which was hot due fi»r 
three hours. Five hours later, when we reached 
Menage, we knew the great discomfort oeea- 
sioned us by this delay, but af the moment, we 
thought only of the tedium of a railway 
waiting-room fo be endured for three hours. 
So tired were we with the rough, sunny ride 
from Tournay, that we did not have the energy 
fo follow out usual practice of rallbling through 
the streets of a town, where the intervals be- 
tween trains obliged us to spend some hours. 
All that we did af, Morts was fo go fo a restau- 
rant fo take lunch, which served fo strengthen 
us for the extra fatigue which we were about 
fo undergo. 
After three long hours tlle train did arrive, 
and if carried us through village af ter village, 
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where blazing foundry rires told of the vast 
,mount of coal annually t,ken out of the rich 
mines of this region. It was nightfall when 
we arrived in Menage, for it took us  whole 
aftcrnoon fo make  little journey of three 
]murs. I[owever, we sl»ied a number of hotels, 
and, taking our sttchels with us, we directed 
out steps towards the nearest one, which had , 
neat and inviting exterior. Inside all was dire 
confisionbrokcn walls, freshly plastered ; 
newly-painted woodworkin fine, all the dis- 
order and discomfort of , bouse undergoing 
repairs. We left, and, crossing the railw,y, 
proceeded with confidence towards two imposing 
buildings, calling themselves hotels, sure that 
af either one we could find accommodation ; but 
both were closed, utterly tenantless. A young 
girl addressed us ; after asking if we were going 
to Bois d'Ilaine, she showed us two little inns, 
in either of which she thought that we could 
final lodgings. So we recrossed the railway 
track, and, going first to the one and then to 
the other, we found that there was no room for 
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us. Night had really corne» the stars were 
tinctly visible; our stchels had grown so 
heavy, we..were so weary, and no 1)ltce fo rest. 
Never befoe hd we been so situated, and 
vague hope arose iii ouf minds that perhaps M. 
le Curé would grtnt the vished-for permission, 
as too many crosses were clusterîng around Bois 
d'Haine for if not fo be a successflfl pilgrhnage. 
We were told that in a village two mlles dis- 
tant there was an excellent inn; but at that 
hour we cotfld filld 11o one fo «rr.v out satchels 
and°we had neither the courage nor the strcngth 
fo make any £urther attempt, so we returned fo 
the place where we first entered, and the active 
landlady immediately began fo clear away some 
of the rubbish. We took our SUl»per in a dining- 
room filled with freshly-painted furniture, and, 
therefore, sickenhgly odorous, and our clothes 
were in costant, peril of being stained with 
paint. The landlady swept and scrubbed two 
t[ny roolns and cro'ded a few of the bare 
necessities into theln, and then we thought that 
we could take a pea.ceful night's rest; but 
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Menage, although a mere village, is what is 
ter,ned, in railway language, a junction, and in 
any country it would be a junction of the first 
class. If any of the readers of this ever find 
themselves thus fiu-on a journey fo Bois d'Haine 
let them bear in lnind hot fo spend a night at 
Menage. Whcn we had hall forgotten the 
day's weariness and discomfort, a flash of lurid 
light. , heavy rumbling, .n shrill whistle, and 
we were wide awake fo aching heads and hrob- 
blng temples. All night long every hour brought 
a repetition of the saine thing, and when we 
arose in the ,nor,fing if was with a confised 
idea o/" signal-lights and head-lights, red lights, 
white lights, green lights. 
._f/er breakfist, two turned their steps in the 
direction of Bois d'Haine fo seek the residence 
of ifs pastor. Two only, for by this ri,ne we 
had heard enough of the Curé of Bois d'Haine 
fo fear that if the manner of one offended him 
it might hot be well for the others. One less, 
one less chance of his detecting anything that 
he might choose fo find disagreeable. 
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Taking the street tha.t led southward, it was 
soon found blending with the highway. To the 
right, amid a thiek grove of trees, lay a little 
hamlet, whose imposing brick chureh ndsed its 
spire high above the tallest trees--Bois d't[aine, 
as u woman coming ulong the highwty said in 
reply fo inquiries. 
" Bois d't[aine, and if the lmlies wi.h to 
speak fo M. le Curé, they should take the path 
diverging from the broad ro:td, that p:th lead- 
ing through the grove." 
It was a charming walk; the path wound 
through grassy fields and under green trees, 
until if joined another highway. Just beside 
this highway stood a little brick cottage, with 
whitewashed walls and a red tiled roofa tiny 
miniature of the neat bouses abounding in the 
rural distriets of Belglum. Only one story in 
height, if eotfid not eontain more than four 
rooms and, perhaps, a little garret. Every- 
thing bespoke cleanliness; the wooden steps 
were well scrubbed, the window-panes sparkled 
and the eoarse muslin eurtains were the whitest 



56 

A VISIT TO IOIS D HAINE 

of white. Together with the marvelous clean- 
lness--marvelous even in Belgium--there was 
an air of intense seeluson; the bright green 
house-door was wîde open, perhaps for ventila- 
/iol b but if only exposed fo view a little curry 
with eareflflly elosed doors; a few geranium 
plants stood in one window, but the curtains 
were everywhere so elosely drawn as fo prevent 
the gaze of impertinent euriosity; a mysterious 
air of eahn, an tmosphere of holy h'anquility, 
seelned fo pervade the spot. Tho cottage 
seelned fo have a soulwas if Louise's hoirie ? 
The hanlet of Bois d'Haine was still quite 
distant, and a raihvav lav between if and the 
cottage; but so strong were their feelings, that 
the two ladies dcmanded of a child tending 
cows in the neighboring meadow, whose house 
might it be ? 
" It is the ]muse of Louise Lateau. madame; 
md yonder lies the village of Bois d'Haine," 
replied the child. 
A few minutes more, and the two had ar- 
rived in Bois d'tIaine. Passing by the schools, 
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one of which is u charitable institution, then 
still in the process of erection, they round them- 
selves before the village chureh, an entirely new 
structure of red brick. Entering the open por- 
tais, they were in an interior of true Gothicm 
a lofty nave, two lateral aMes and a transept, 
making tha erueifonn ehurel 1)y whieh the 
Catholics of northerl Erol)e lnark the distinc- 
tion between their ecclesiastical architecture and 
that of the Lutherans. As yet, the interior was 
but, hall finished, the temporary altars were evi- 
dently those of the former chureh, and in one 
end of the transepts hung the Stations of the 
Via Crueis, rudepaintings on wood, hall defaeed 
by rime and lnildew. Yet they were admitted 
fo the new ehurch, for the truly pions do hot 
wish a ehureh to remain destitute of these in- 
portant adjunets for trivial reasons, and we 
shduld not rejeet those which are within the 
means of the eongregation, just beeause they 
are too smallor hot suited to out taste. How 
often does hot God, despising the wisdom of the 
world and ehoosing that which it ea.lls weak 
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and foolish, vork IIis most beautiflfl miracles of 
grime by mems of just such rude instrmnents as 
these unsightly 1)ictures? Just tts unsightly as 
they were, thcse Stttions were fiir more precious 
than the most costly works of modern art, for if 
is by fi)llowing thc meditations inspired by then 
tiret Louise Lateau has arrived on the heights 
of CMvary. 
On the Gospel side of the sanetuary stood a 
hall lifc-size wtoden statue of our Lord as IIe 
appeared to Blessed Margaret Mary, a Paris 
work lwobably, for we recognized the brilliant, 
yet delieate .coloring of the artists of the 1Rue 
St. Sulpice and its neighborhood. Contrary fo 
Ameriean ideas of good faste, Continental artists 
pronounee eolor, lwoperly applied, an indispen- 
s,ble adjunet to statues of wood or terra-eotta; 
the fimts of nature are earefully eopied, and far 
from re,.sulting in gaudiness, the effeet produeed 
i, wonderfil. ;k non-Ctholic, a modern Sybar- 
itei wiuld have turned the wounds in this statue 
" pMnfiflly revolting," buf a Catholie eould hot 
rail to find in their startling fidelity fo truth, 
food for devotion and contrition. 
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The windows in the bady of the church are 
composed of pieces of colorêd glss, arranged in 
._rtbesque ; those behind the high altar are hot 
only ltrger, but they are the true stined win- 
dows, containing thc figures of s:tints. .kmong 
these stauds conspicuous, St.. Francis f Xssisi, 
the glorious chier of those ";kngels wlo l»ea.r 
the likeness of the IAving (Iod." Apoc. vii. 2. 
There is, also, as compoEnion paue fo thc Sacred 
Ileart of Jesus, Our Lady of the Seven Dolors, 
there are St. John tlm Evangelist, and the 
Prophet Isaias. the Bapism of Out Lor,l and 
the Descent from he (ross. Alhough hot exe- 
cued in the highest style of the art, as produced 
from the factories of Normamly an,l Bavaria, 
these windows would grace many of he most 
pretentious of our American churches, and hey 
form a suitable adornment fo the Cur«h of St. 
John the Baptist af Bois d'I[aine, which, no 
doubt, ifs pious fi)unders hope that tlteir descen- 
dants will know under the adlcd tilc of St. 
Louise. Not far from tl,e new clurclt is a litlc, 
long. low building f lri«ks, well wealer-lea.ten, 
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this is the old churctb "which w,ts good enough 
for us," remarked a workman, as he observed 
the strztngers. Yes, certainly it was good enough 
for them, in the doEys when standing under the 
huge chestuut tree in front of the church door, 
the groups of lmghing peasants had nothing 
s:tve seed rime and harvest fo discuss, ier- 
1mies , to(), the ohl church was good enough for 
Out Lord tlimself', since He loves the lowly 
tltings of this eoErt.h, and when He came to hum- 
ble pe:tsauts if wzs well enough that they should 
receive tIim in a simple abode, but present cir- 
cumstances bave altere the case. E-en wero 
Louise fo dwell in entire seclusion, never per- 
mitting anyone to enter her cottage, she would 
still belong to the Christian world, and if is, 
therefore, eminently fitting that all Christians 
should unite in erecting this beautiful thank- 
oflbring for the great graces here vouchsafed, hOt 
only fo the people of Bois d'Haine, hot only fo 
Belgium, but fo the whole Catholic Church. 
Beside the church stmds the house of the 
1)astor, and if was af its door that the two ladies 
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would learn the results of 5Igr. Dumont's inter- 
cession. The do,)r wa.s opened by M. le Cur5 
lfimself, and they sav a 1)ries; apparently forty- 
rive years of age ; his eountenanee wore an ex- 
pression of eontinual abstraction, such as one 
might expeet from an ordinary mortal who dvëlt 
eontinually rime to fitee with the mysteries of 
Gethsem,ni and Calvary. I[is general al)l)ear- 
anee was more distingué than that of the major- 
ity of country pastors, though he seemed to pos- 
sess their usual siml)licity united to an eeeen- 
trieity all his own. Standing in the doorway, 
with the door half-elosed behind him, his hand 
on the lateh, he serutinized mother and daugh- 
ter at. his leisure. Yes, he had reeeived that 
letter from Mgr. Dunlmt, and he had already 
sent a reply. 
" But we did hot exl)eet a rel)ly." 
" Truc enough, and I did hot know where pre- 
eisely to address the letter  well, well, eome in." 
In spire of his abrupt wa3"s , M. le Curé pos- 
sesses eonsiderable case of manner, and assign- 
ing ehairs to the ladies in lis little reception- 
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romn, he le:l the conversation in  great many 
directions, evidently with a view to discover 
something of the character of the applicants 
1)fi)re committing hinself. There were a great 
m:tny '" well, wells" on the part of M. le Curé, 
and a gre:tt many apparently irrelevant ques- 
irons. 
'" I[M they eome fi'm Menage t Bois d'IIaine 
without ci guide? Did they always do that 
wav ?" 
"" Did they really enjoy travelling? Oh! 
what a lire of discmffort if must bel" 
Although armed with intercession so power- 
fid. the ladies were fir too prudent to make any 
imperious dema.nds, neither did they assume too 
imploring a manner, as M. le Çuré couhl know 
their desires without their making use of either 
extreme. In speaking of the church, one said- 
" If is hOt every village that possesses sueh  
church." 
"Madame, replied the pastor, " it s hot 
every village that bas Louise Lateau." 
IIis manner and voiee as he uttered this 
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showed thM, he ëomprehended the greatness of 
the favor which had been bestowed on the un- 
pretending hamlet. 
"Well» well» there are three of you, if I 
remember rightly what Monseigneur wrote," 
said M. le Curé, af last, '« well, well, eome next 
Friday fo Louise's house af a quarter past two; 
you may remain until a quarter past three. You 
are lodging st Menage ?" 
He readily believed the tale of the previous 
night's diseomfort, for if was always so at Me- 
nage. 
"In eoming here," said he, "you passed 
Louise's bouse, I ara sure; on your return, con- 
tinue on the paved highway, pass by ber cot- 
tage, do no take the fiehl total» and the high- 
way will bring you fo Fayt, a village half an 
hour's walk ff-oto here. There you will be fitr 
distant from railway sounds, and at the Hotel 
de la Poste you ean test yourselves until Fri- 
By following these directions, Fayt was easily 
round, and satistïetory arrangements were ruade 
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at the inn de la Poste. The principal street of 
Fayt, terminates in a highway leading to Menage, 
and twenty minutes after these arrangements had 
been ruade, the one who had renlained in Me- 
nage learned not only that better lodgings 
awaited the family elsewhere, but also of the 
success of the application ruade o M. Niels, 
l>astor of Bois d'IIaine. 
The hmdhtdy, overwhe]med with surprise to 
think that we had been sueeessh,1, where every 
week witnesses so many failures, did not, in the 
midst of her astoni,hmenf, forget to make a ver)" 
shrewd bargain for her son. who brought a wheel- 
larrow to earry out satehcls fo Fayt. 
Here all was agreeable eomfort, neatly fin'- 
nished bed-rooms, and a niee little dining-room, 
where we eouh! sit and read, or else play on the 
cottage piano, the property of our landlady's 
little girl; but we preferred the tranquillity of 
out own rooms, where we spent tlle greater part 
of the rime between our meals in reading the 
various sketehes of Louise's life whieh we had 
in out possession. 



IIE pens of nlen deepl3" versed in 
m3"stic theolog3" , or skilled in medi- 
cal science ha-ce ruade he Ameri- 
ean publie aequainted with the out-lines of 
the remarkable portions of Louise's lire; but 
at the saine rime earelessly worded itelns 
appear from rime to rime in the journals eon- 
cernîng lier present condition, etlculated fo lead 
astray the minds of those but slightly conver- 
sant with the operations of graee in lier regard. 
Therefore, in order fo make an aeeount of out 
experienees af Bois d'Haine more intelligible fo 
the lnajority of readers, it will be prefaeed by 
an abridgelnent of Louise's lire down fo 1874, 
drawn fron various approved sources, whieh 
are eonfirmed by general report in the vieinity 
of Bois d'Haine. The illnesses and accidents 
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of ber childhood aire told. in or,let fo illustrate 
the tiret that when God designs certain persons 
fo fulfil partieular missions, His Divine Provi- 
dence watehes over them. proteets them. and 
even reseues them from certain death. In 
that whi«h relates fo the supernatural, the due 
sulmission is ma.de fo the demee.  " s of Pope Urban 
VIII, and fo the canons of the I|oly Catholie 
Curch. 
Louise Lateau was born January 30, 1550, 
of respectable parents, poor peasants. Her 
fitther was a workman in one of the numerous 
foundries of the province of IIainault. His 
slender pittanee barely suflïeed to support his 
family, whieh eonsisted of a wife and three 
daughters, of whom Louise was the youngest. 
After the birth of Louise, Madame Lateau was 
a prey fo a lingering nlalady, from whieh she 
had not even eommeneed fo reeover, when 
Louise being two months and a half old, Gre- 
goire Lateau was seized by the small-pox., then 
raging violently in Bois d'Haine; in his case if 
proved t:atal, and fo add fo the mise D- of this 
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desolte family, Louise herself was struck 1)y 
the contagion. 
The doctor came but rarely, the neigh)ors 
never; for the unfinished cottage, which Gre- 
goire Lateau ha.d just begm fo erect, was fco 
far removed from the village of Bois d'IIaine 
fi»r any of ifs inhabitants to le remindcd of this 
poor fiunily by seeing their dwelling; so Louise 
and her mother had fo depend on the little ser- 
vice that eould be rendered by a six year old 
ehild, that being then the age of Rosine Lateau, 
the oldest of the three sisters. In one of the 
doetor's infreqent visits, he enveloped Louise 
in a large poultiee, in whieh the poor, neglceted 
infant remained for several days. When if was 
relnoved, her body was eompletely black, and 
hurdly a breath of lire rcmained in ber. Af 
last, Divine Providence looked with compassion 
on this deserted fmnily, and sent fo their aid a 
distant relative, a certain Delalieu, who 
eharged himself with their eare, until Madame 
Lateau was, after years of suflbl'ing, eompletely 
restored to health, and her daughters were old 
enough fo earn their bread, 
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Ilv tl thne tlmt Lo'Ase hu,.l ttained the age 
of two ud  ]mlf years, she ]md eutirely recov- 
cre,l from all the effccts of the small-l»OX, hot 
even the scars remaining. Af this period she 
agaia came in close contact with death: one 
,lay, whilc playing with her sister Rosine in  
neighboring meadow, she fell into a deep pit filled 
with staguaut water. Rosine called ber mother. 
who, though still an invalid, ran with all possi- 
ble specd fo draw ber ehild out of the water: 
Louise was insensible, and her mother, in her 
ignorance, actually held her with her head 
downwards for several minutes, so that she 
might throw up the ditch-water which she had 
swallowed. God, however, who seldom allows 
the iguorant ettbrts of the poor for self-preserva- 
tion fo be followed by serious results, was l»lease:l 
fo 1,1ess this well-me:tut act. and fo restore ber 
vhild to the good woman. 
Louise, as if is offert the case with the chil- 
dren of the poor was employed in guarding 
vattle. One day in conducting two cows fo the 
meadow, she slipped and fell while passing 
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through ,'t narrmv lane, and the cow lehind 
her continuing its heavy gait trampled ver the 
body of the poor chihl. Save tle momentary 
pain, Louise did hOt immediately feel the eflb('ts 
of this accident, ,,_'o with that secretiveness peeu- 
liar o ehildhood, she nmle no mention of 
her elders. Three weeks later, a. fl'igltfifl ill- 
ness, the result of infernal injuries, revealed 
mishap; lmt eontrary to all expeetations, she 
was af length restored to perfect health. 
The piet" of ber ehildhood, in all things 
fidr sample of the piety of the chih]ren of go»d 
Catholies, was espeeially characterized 1,y cheer- 
fiflness in the midst of tle mis_'ery surrounding 
her, and by an intense desire fo mu-se the 
siek. Slle ronde her First Çomlnunion al: the 
age of eleven years, and ff'oto tha.t rime she 
was for rive )ears a semi-monthly eomnmnicant. 
Af the age of fifteen she followed the exam- 
pie of ber elder sisters in beeoming a seamstress, 
and she then worked by the day in the families 
of the neighboring aristoeracy. From this short 
summary of her childhood, the reader ma3 glean 
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that she ha.d very little thne to devote fo that 
which is usually termed self-improvement. Her 
opl»ortunities of education were but few; the 
rive months of preparation preceding her First 
Communion eomprisea the whole of her school 
lire, t]mt being all the rime tlmt the poverty of 
the fiunily allowed her fo spare for oeeupations 
not lucrative. During that time she wtts taught 
fo read, md she lcarned fo write a little by ob- 
serving a.nd imit:ttiug those of ber schoohnates 
who werê sufficiently a.lvanced fo lmtctice pen 
manship. 
In the sehool of Divine Love she ruade rapid 
progress; to nurse the siek, fo pra3 for the con- 
version ot" sinners, to make the Wa 3" of the 
Cross, and to melitte on the Passion of Our 
Lord, these were ber favorite recreations. At 
the ,ge of' sixteen sle bec,une a weekly commu- 
nicant, but her ltborious lire gave ber ample 
elnployment, and she had no rime fo indulge in 
any tneiful devotion, which might induee a 
state of religious frenzy. In fiet, even under 
the most fivontble eireumstanees, if wouhl be 
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iml)ossible fi»r Flemish nature fo develo 1) any 
thing like frenzy, md I, ouiseis as 1)hlegmatie 
only a. Flemish mai,len can be. 
It was at this early age that she distinguished 
herself 1)y leroie act. of eharity, hot only 
prompted ly sincere piety, but aeeompanied 
firmness and decisùm. Who dt,s hot remem]t'r 
the cholen of 18667 It rotule but a brief 
journ on out continent, lmt if was all too hmg 
for many. In Belgium if swept alike through 
hamlet and eity, ean3"ing off whole finnilies, 
devastating whole distriets. The little village 
of Bois d'lIfine was a prey to ifs most fl'ightfifl 
ravages, and an epidenie of unearthly fear ws 
ifs eonstant eompanion. In every ease the siek 
members of  househohl were instantly deserted 
by the others, no marrer how close might be the 
ries of relationship. Husbands fled ff'oto their 
dying wives, wives rushed ff'oto their plague- 
stricken husbands, prents abandoned their chil- 
dren, ehildren forsook their parents, and tw 
were the chances of a Christian burial. 
In the midst of seenes like this. remarked 



72 

A VISIT T0 BOIS D IIAINE) 

one of the biogra.phers of Louise, there are 
tlree phases of heroism, three examples of self- 
forgetfiflness, three who vie with one another iii 
courage- tle doctor, the 1)riest and the Chritian 
wona.n. With tle (loctor il is his calling, lis 
lteans «)l e livelihood; to the priest it i.-." some- 
living more even than a, vocation, it is a divine 
obliga.ti,.m ; but whel the Christian woman leaves 
home and sa['ety to llurse the plaguê-stricke.n, it 
is an act which takes ils place next fo the prae- 
lice of tlm ewmgelical cmmsels, for il possesses 
a eharaeter of voluntary virtue to which eer- 
tainlv the doetor e«m lav no claire. 
Milan and Florenee once .-:aw their prelates 
passing day and night in administering the last 
saerantents to those dying of the pe.,:t. Bois 
d'Haine was lmt a hamlet, ils pastor a simple 
village priest, )'et his conduct was worth 3" of 
the ('|urch that homn's St. (_lml'le,,s Borromeo. 
l[ad the villagers remained with their dying 
ones tlwy might bave seen their pastor, by 
night as well as ly day seeking out the siek, to 
,s»laee all their waes 1,'«tl temporal and spirit- 
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ual. Often during these labors he thought of 
his good Louise ; here was an extensive field for 
ber pious exert.ions, and finally he ruade an ap- 
peal fo lier courage and charity. She was ready 
and willing, for if was what she had ardently 
desired fo do; but her mother ruade very natu- 
r,l objections, to which Louise, always obedient, 
yielded quietly, tIer obediencê did hot prevent 
her from having recourse fo prayer, and she be- 
sohght the Almighty fo more her mother's 
heart fo grant the required permission; this 
petition was soon heard, Mttdame Lateau gave 
ber consent, unasked, to the good work, trusting 
that Divine Providence would mercififlly protect 
her child ri'oto the eflhcts of cont,gion. 
Tire people of the vicinit.y still relate witl 
wonder how tlmt girl of sixteen, hardly emerged 
from childhood, seemel fo multiply herself 
through the village, going ff'oto house fo bouse 
nursing the sick and laying out the de/td. The 
incident below recorded will serve fo show how 
lier example fially conquered the dreadful 
panic, caused the well to forger their cow- 
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ardly fcars, and 1)y pa'ing proper attention to 
the siek and the dead, fo lessen the violence of 
lhe post b3T diminishing the causes of contagion. 
In  certain house, tlere wcre three cholem 
patients, a man and lis wife and tleir daughtcr. 
The sons, seized with terre»r, fled from the bouse, 
and none of the neigll»ors dared to enter the 
attlieted cottage. That Lmise inlitated their 
course of action, the reader will not for one 
instant imagine. Tle man died Louise was 
lle (»nl 3" 1)pl'on 1)rcent when M. le Curé admin- 
istercd the last Sacraments. and when he went 
fo carry thc consolation of the d3"ing elsewhere, 
she was leçt ai(me in the house. The woman 
died the saine da3". and the sons, tremlding with 
fear, calne to take their d3-ing sister away froln 
thc village, but tley did not oflk, r fo sec fo the 
interment of their parents. Louise did hot 
descrt thc dcd any more than she had the liv- 
ing, hc proceeded fo lay out the two eorpses 
that were alread" impregnating the house with 
infectious odors, and as she was hot strong 
cnough to place them in their coins, she ealled 
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to her assistance her sister Adeline. Thêse two 
girls, whose size would be almost dwarfish were 
not their, tiny figures so well proportioned, sue- 
eeelel hot only in placing the bodies in their 
caflïns, but also in dragging them some distance 
from the house in the direction of the eemete W. 
The people of Bois d'I[aine eouhl no longer re- 
sist this brilliant example, and persons tan in all 
direetionsto assisl: in giving Christian buria.l fo 
the hifler[o neglectel pair. 



T the very leginning of the follwing 
 ing illness, the first siekness whieh 
she had had sinee her eighth year, when 
she was traml)le(l upon l)y the eow. 8he suf- 
fered ri-oto severe pains in her head and ri-oto 
an aggravated sore throat, uevertheless she 
eontinued ber ordinary oeeul)ati()ns until Sel)- 
tember. On the 18th of Sel)tember, the eve of 
the Festival of the Apparition of out Lady of 
La 8alette,* she reeeived the last 8aeraments, 
while her friends begau a novena fo out Lad}" of 
l,a Salette. She took a few drops of thê water 
of the mir«teulous fountain, and eontrary to ail 
natural expeetations, she recovered immediatel 3 . 
This recovery v«as but a 1)reludê fo new pains: 

*'l'his feslival is ont "proper" of ll:e diccescs of Be:gium. 
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scarcely had three weeks elapsed when she was 
aga.in undergoing the most fl'ightfill snfl;_rings. 
Violent neuralgia racked lier head, and finally 
extended itself to tlm whole of her left side, de- 
priving her of the use of both hand and foot. 
Louise hot onl,v bore her sufl_,rings with a 
supermtttmtl patience, lmt they were evidently 
the result of a lmrning desire. T]mt et soul of 
this description endures siekness hot only pa- 
tiently lmt lovingl)" is , mystery fo tho.qe who 
are not fa.r advaueed in the way of Christian 
perfection. The trials of the Church, the Ma- 
jesty of God oflbnded by sin, had long been 
themes of sadness fo lier. Had she been one of 
the many who .besought Divine Justice fo pour 
forth the vials of His wrath upon their own 
offending heads and spare His Church ? This 
no one knows, we eau only suppose that it. mtst 
have been. 
The year 1868 brought no relief, lmt. rather 
atgmented lier torments. The first Friday of 
that year witnessea the wonderful m,'rouer in 
whieh Go:I has chosen to m.ke her an atoning 
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vi«ti fir y,u ami fi,r me. 
l-,,uise was sleepless, as ail who have experi- 
em'ed the horrors of nem'algi, tan well bclieve, 
how lwr mind was occul>ied my Christian can 
surmise. Smhlenly a ttash of spiritual light 
pcnotrated her soul, filling it first witl dclight 
ami aftcrwards witi sadness, a sadness even 
unt, death. Fin sadness became pain when 
cnmnunieatcl t« thc hody, and Louise began to 
feel tle first sensation of the Stigmata. In her 
entirc ignorance of tlis miraelê she did hot pay 
lmwh attentim, onl 5" reeollceting the events of 
this night, wlcn tlw Stigmata. finally leealne 
visille. 
Meanwhilc a lminfitl «lscess nale ifs appear- 
anee in the armpit. Tle remedies applied by 
the physieian brought no relief whatever, one 
alarming symptom sueeeoded the other, and at 
last. on Passion Sumla3-. a violent lemorrhage 
threatened to lmt an end t ber lire. Two 
weeks later, she reeeived the last Sacraments, 
and while making her aet of thanksgiving, she 
was inspired fo ask God for lire and health. 
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She aked for ]ealtll, that shc migl,t bc able fo 
assist her mother; and ri)l- lift,, tlmt l,y fl'esh sui= 
ferings she might ]'t't',lllt" ll,i't" WoFih 5" t' ile 
promises of C]rist. 
The moment that Lt,uise had finis]t,d ber 
1)l'aycr, she knew tlmt it ]md ])cen hcard ; ai 
saine rime s]m leal'nt.d lirai slle was d(,stined 1o 
great suflbring, lmt of what nature she did hot 
know. She repeatedly fiwetohl to her fimfily 
and fo M. le Curé that oa tlm 21st of April she 
wouhl pl'esent Irai'self at the village ('liul'çh to 
receive Ih)ly C, onullllni(m. T]ey did hot l)laee 
mueh fifith in her lwediction, espe('ially when 
the eve of tlmt day found her still feel)le, still 
eonfined to ler lwd: lmt-fo their SUrl)rise , on 
the morlfing of the 21st sire arose and dvessing 
herself without aid she was soon ready to go to 
the ehureh, which slle entered af 7 A. M. in fifll 
health. Her words had been sl)read through 
the village where she was so well known, and 
ihe eongregation had assembled, as they lhem- 
selves said, fo see the miracle, 
For this day and the two sueeeedlng ones lin 
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lel'S{}ll iii Bois d't[fine th{»ught of the Stigmata, 
least of all, Louise, who, althougl a member of 
the Third Order of <t. Francis, was totally igno- 
rant of this saint having received the Five 
Womds oçour Lord. Why  girl of ber exreme 
1)iety had thus been ignorant ofthis important fict 
if is diffieult fo divine. Madame Lateau, an bon- 
est, straightfirward Christiau woman, a]so never 
km, w thtt the fl'Oluent repetition of this mira- 
cle was one »f the ,,' " 
eh»ries of the ('Irai'ch. mtil 
s]m saw it cxemlflified in ber OWl fiunily. We 
ctm give ample testimony hat there bas exised 
among the lait of France and Belgiulnle the 
clergy speak for themselvesa class who con- 
sider if Unlmcessal'y. nay, even harmfifl, for the 
world in general to be cogaizant of the wonders 
which God bas wrought la Ilis saints. Lires of 
the sints hve been written in which all the 
supermttural bas been omitted ! 
"The wonders, the miracles," say the authors 
of those works, "give no food to out devotion. 
they do hot, concern ris, hot fiu'nishing us with 
ny prtctical examlfle of virtue; let us rather 
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turn fo the penances, the good deeds, the max- 
These lenanees were offert lel'forned in ole- 
dienee fo certain visions, and hot without per- 
mission ri'oto prudent eonfessors, and what ought 
fo be well eonsidered--in elimates very nmeh 
milder than out own, otc af least, lllOl't  suitable 
fo those particula.r fornls of a mortified lire. 
Certainly we shuld adlnire and respect tliose pen- 
anees, but we must bear iii mind that we may hOt 
emuhte them without the express permission of 
out spiritual direetors. The virtues of the saints 
were those of their partieular voeations, they 
were praetised under certain eircumstanees; for 
those aetions fo be virtues in us would, perhaps, 
require that Divine Providence should surround 
us with preeiseJy the sanie conditions. Here, 
again, we must pay the tribute of respeet and ad- 
miration, but our eonfessor will tell us how fitr we 
may imitate them. Their maxilns were uttered 
in the lnidst of other social eustoms, in anotler 
age, perhaps in another nationall of which, 
most probally, it wouhl te neeessary fo reeall 
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in order fo coml)rehend the real nature of the 
advice. For example, that "much mis-quoted 
saint," as some one lins called St. Francis de 
Stlcs, stid to nations dwelling in the midst of 
bare stone floors, and h,nrd wooden fitrniture, 
and pr«tying in cold mari»le churches, " put 
yottrselves af yottr case while you pray." Did 
he 7ever Sul)pose that this m,nxim uttered in 
f;tvor of the 1)l;tîn oaken l)riedieux, or the sim- 
l)le wooden bench of a Eurol)e,'tn church would 
over be ,npl)lied fo luxurious cushions in pews and 
o knceling benches ? lust one more ex,nmple of 
the manner in which stintly counsel can be mis- 
construel. More than two hundred years ago, 
before infidelity ha,l att,ined its present power, 
belote incredtflit.y ha attempted fo enter among 
the children of God, in the retirement of lier 
cloister, in the midst of wonlen aiming at reli- 
gious perfection, St. Jane Frances told her da.ugh- 
ters not fo waste the time ,'tl)pointed for the reli- 
gious re,ding, by dwelling on visions and nlira- 
cles. Doubtless, she s,nw tha.t in them was being 
dcvelol)el ,-t. love of the m,'trvellous, incompatible 
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with the spirit of their vocation, and derogatory 
to the dignity of the supernatural ; but when we 
repeat her advice, we should remember that she 
added, "leave them for tlose ,'1o «e«l them." 
And in this age of atheism who does hot need 
them ? 
Often, while we tlink in many oth(.r matters 
that we are fi,lh,wing tle cXaml)le of the saints, 
we are &ring things almost cruel, we cire utter- 
in.g eold, harsh words, instead of eonsoling, 
Christ-like eomfort; b:tt there is somethiug in 
the divine light shed by the SUl)ernatural which 
wonderfiflly illumines the virtues of the saints, 
and shows more elearly to out spiritual vision 
wherein we ma.y imitate the,n. Humility is a 
powerful instrueto;, and she is mos readily 
found by viewing what God has revealed of Iris 
exeeeding great glory; thus we see how very 
far we are ff-oto being at the summit of perfec- 
tion. Do we tlen feel a disturbanee in out 
minds, if is hot £dth that is lessened, if is pri,le 
that is wounded. 
No fiod for devotion in meditating prol)erly 
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on these mintcles ! A-lb such little comprehend 
tlmt truc devotion consists in glori-ing the 
wonder5fl works of God, and hot in surrounding 
oneself with ci stern virtue whose foundation lies 
in pride. St. Janc Frances did hot wish to deter 
lwr spiritual children from giving credence to 
thc mlraculous ; she merely desired them not to 
dstract themselves with details, but to lmsten 
and e«mtemplate h their existence the glimpses 
of that glory vhose inlinite beauty firnishes the 
Seraphim w[th an cternity of love and th:mk8- 
giving 
'" We are hot seraphs," would these authors 
reply, "and the knowledge that these wonders 
cxist is really injurious to the fiùth of the mul- 
titude." 
The religious histo)" of the eighteen eentu- 
ries, whieh bave elapscd sinee Chris founded 
IIis Curch, forms  fitting supplelnent to the 
Stered Seriptures, a continuation of the New 
Testunent, which is ours tobe taught us, tobe 
explained to us; ours as fiflly as any portion of 
the histoT of Divine action, from the ereation 
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of the world until the establishment of Chris- 
tianity. Therefore, the fitith which knows that 
God had an eternity of existence belote ho callcd 
the universe into lift, that is not dazzled by the 
lightenings of Sinai, that is hot scandalized by thc 
Manger and the Cross, and that kncels bclicving 
before the Blessed Sacl'anmnt, miglt wcll 
trusted with the knowledge of any miracle how- 
ever wonderfifl, of any vision however exalted. 
Denial and conceahnent are no real attrbutes 
of the Catholic Church. Italian theologians 
tell us that Truth is one and imnmtable, and 
that her advocates must declare ber ol)enly , 
fearlessly; if apparently she seem agains) their 
dogma they must still declare her, and if they 
stand by her faithfifily she will in turn vindicate 
them. Acting on this principle, they make 
their people sharers in the knowledge of the 
lives of their holy ones, and every nfiracle, 
every wonder is well-known among the masses. 
Results speak loudly in fitvor of their sySteln, 
for nowhere does implicit faith exist more fully 
than it does in Italy, hot even among those 
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dwelling in the shadow of Calva D" or on the 
olive-clad hills ot" Bet]lehem. Fith reigns su- 
preme, and no heresy of tl,ese limes can trace 
ils origin t() that land lira centre of living 
Clristianity. 
Yct other Cristiau nations often bave too 
litlë confidence in ltaly, and mn.V of the housc- 
h)hl echo thc voice of anti-Catholici,m, in ,ay- 
ing that '" religion is l)referal)le and lmrer where 
h, ss mingled with Sul)erstition." We are very 
pl'{md of our title l{oman, but we often rcfie-e 
fo place any reliance on tle immediate sur- 
roundings of the Elernal Cit)'. Unfortunately, 
Ital)" bas had ber revolutions; but in spire of 
the Reign of Terror and the Commune nol fo 
speak of intervening riots, self-st)'led revolu- 
tions, Catholic France, in spire of çalvam,m, 
Janseni,m and Gallicanism, slill relains, bas hot 
lost the respect of the Chrisfian world. Why 
should we pour forh our righteous indignation 
indiscriminately Ul)On all Italians, when in 
France we are able fo make the distinction 
}_e[ween the desperae outlaw and the peacefil 
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citizen, between t|le Red Relmblican and the Le- 
gitilnist ? Why ,houhl we close our eyes to the 
thousands who fi'eluent Loretto, while we gaze 
so lovingly on the groups round Notre Dtune 
de Lourdes and Notre Dame de la Salette ? Yet 
itis so, and the teae]ings of any other Catl.li« 
c»unIry are too often considered ln'eferal»le to 
voiee of Italv; nay» the circumstanee of some= 
thing l»eing customavy there, or/bat it hapl»ened 
to au Italitm, would cause that 1)ractice or that 
event tobe eyed with disfavor by many calling 

themselves sincere Catholics. 
These observtions, while 
some light, upon t.he m,/nner 

intended to throxv 
in whieh we mav 

render miraculous events ,'tvailable to oto" ow 
, anehheatton, will also explain why Louise La- 
teau's fimfils" did hot know of the Stigma.ta, 
that brilliant jewel in the eommon treasury 
owned by the ÇOllltio of bahuts. Whether 
it was unneeessary knowledge, injurious to the 
faith of Bois d'ttaine in general, and harmfifl 
to the virtue of the Lateau fimily in pa.rticular, 
the Ahnighty Himself took the task of judging. 
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Friday, April 24th, Louise ws again COll- 
scious of l»tin in the rive loealities of the Stig- 
mat., and t wound mde ifs appearance in her 
lcft side; if. bled plcntififlly, ])ut with ber ha- 
bitual reticenee, she mentioued the tiret fo no 
one, and the next d«ty the womd was entirely 
hefled. The next Friday llool issued, hot 
only ff'oto lwr side, lmt also ri'oto the upper sur- 
fice of ber fect:tgain coneealing these ficts 
ri'oto ber fimfily, she, however, moEde M. le 
Çuré her confidant. The conclusion tha he 
drew he did hot date to adroit to himself, mtwh 
less to Louise, who, obedient to his adviee, still 
preserved silence ou the subject. The third 
Friday the blood flowed profisely, hot only 
ff'oto ber side nd ff'oto both surfiees of ber feet, 
but also ff'oto her lmndsthus rendering fiu'ther 
eonceahnen t impossible. 
M. le Curé advised Louise to apply to the 
physician at. Ftyt, who, although a Çatholic, 
aetually undertook to cure the Stigmata.. One 
might lmgh af so great a folly, were hot the 
rive wounds of out Lord too sacred a. theme for 
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lnerrinlen. IIad if becn necessary fi,l" /his 
physician fo le familiar with this " fifith-dis- 
turbing" miracle ? While we ask this question, 
we cannot deny that his iguorance served u pur- 
pose--if helped fo establish the reality of the 
miracle in Louise's case. But there is hot ri'oto 
the sonthern sh)l)es of lira A1ps fo the most re- 
more corner of Sicily--that ir islaml--which, 
hall occidental, hall orieutal, tests between the 
Adriatie and the Mediterranean. one village 
dovtor who wouhl for an instant imagine that 
these suttbl'ings couhl corne within the range of 
his medical pmver. In these latter days. a.las 
it might be too easy to find those who, to please 
a silly an ineomprehensil)le vanity, style them- 
selves "' liberals." '" fl'ee thinkers." '" infidels." 
but whatever opinhms the idle lil)S of such a 
one might utter, the beautififl legends of iufimcy 
would be stored in his hearL He would re- 
member how his mother, or, perhaps, a brothe;' 
or a sister seareely older than himselÇ had, in 
the days of a 1)ious, trustflfl childhood. 
plaiued the paintings and statues of St. Franeis 
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of Assisi, which, n doubt, occupied prominent 
places in the churches of his native town. Ite 
wouhl also. lerhaps, recolleet how, when boy- 
hood was just developing into lnanhoodwhile 
lire was fl'esh and bemtififl fo hin, l»eeause the 
shadow of the world's defilement had not as 
yet ehmded the serene lmrity of his soulier be- 
lieving heart and willing feet had brlm him 
over the green, l'mln'ian hills to pray on the 
spots hallowed l»y tle footsteps of St. Francis. 
One glance af the bleeding form of the simple 
peasant maid wouhl lmve aroused all these holy 
reeolleetions; one glance would have pierced 
his very heart, and the words, '" God be merci- 
fifl fo me a si,mer." wouhl bave lmrst ri'oto his 
lips. 
But with the doetor of Fart it was other- 
wise. Had he ever heard of anv similar mira- 
cle ? Prol»d»ly hot ; and if he had, no doubt if 
was eOUlfled with the words. '" It is hot an arti 
ele of fidth, you know."* IIis eflbrts resulted 

%Vere we to COllfine Ol, ll'selvo$ Io that which we are obliged 
to believe, we would hot advance very fin" on the way of perfec- 
tion. With regard to the Stigmata of St. Francis of Assisi we 
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in causing 1)oor ]OlliSe thê mst excvuciaIing 
torments; but thc progrcss of the miracle was 
uninterrul)ted--cach Friday the rive wounds al)- 
1)eared, each S;tUl'day they were C0ml>letely 
healed, onlv a little redness of [he skin remain- 
ll]g. 
Tow;rds the artérielle ç .mc, n)rel,ç having 
been obtahed, l)uise was 1)evmittcd t) gve u 
his treatmeut. Ths s:une physeian now de- 
clares that he never atteml)tcd fo cure louise 
the Stignat;t ; l)ut the fact is too well l«own in 
the vicini#y fiw ]inl t() deny his egregious mis- 
take. tIowever, ]le eaun()t with justice 
marie an object of ridicule, since he is only the 
victiln of  fitlse svstem: svsteln which is 
loudly demanding admittance into out New 
World Catholicism. 
To use the language of mere science, these 
weekly recurring wounds in localities, which 
make them at least a wonderfid coincidence 

may safely believe in Ihcm; fi r lhe Church has cstabliehcd a 
special lbstival h) hool' Ihcm--Chhoque negasse le saerosante 
i«timate di anto Fra»«csco si t'otrcbh" procedere contra di lui s[ccome 
contre e e'iec: Fioretti de S. Fcanecsco Ca T. XIII. 
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were in I,,»llise's case accoml»anied by other 
phenomelm hot less remarkable. The most. 
cousldCUOUS among them is the state of ecstasy 
in which ber Friday's suflbrings terminate--the 
lit'st traces of this condition ruade their appear- 
anee long belote the Stigmata. One dayduring 
{he summer of 1867, when, while making the 
Way of the Coss, she was meditating on the 
third station. Jesus falls for the first rime under 
the weight of the Cross. a flash of spiritual 
light ttooded ber mind» inereasing lier humility. 
and causing ber to reproaeh herself because she 
had so li{tle love of God. The state of ab- 
straction eaused by {his lneditation was the first 
sign orthe eestasies which, aferwards, joined 
themseh'es to the mir«tcle of the Stigmata. 
During lhe days of convalescence, whieh sue- 
eeeded the 15th of Al)fil. 186S, those who vis- 
ited her siek room remarked» (bat frequently 
the eounlenanee of Louise was illmnined bv an 
expression of radiant happiness, whieh gave 
hard features of the peasant girl a beaut 3- 
ahnost angelie; but» if ot these occasions ber 



TtlE IIOME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 

93 

senses £tiled her, the recall fo outer lire was so 
instnstaneous that no one remarked auy a.b- 
strcted manner. 
The first decided indication of these eestsies 
was  certain absorption in God, whieh aecom- 
panied the weekly apparition of the Stigmata 
an absorption whi«h, "on the day fi»llowing, the 
Feas of Out Lady of Mt. Carmel (the thirteenth 
Friday of the miracle) was ehanged into ee- 
stasv. At first, this eestasv w«ts variable, eom- 
ing and going every day of the week, every 
hour of the twenty-four; but in 1S74 it was 
alrea.dy  long rime since it. ha, l had a fixed 
boundary whieh varied but slightly. This ec- 
stasy was then restricted fo Friday, and it 
began between the hours of 1 and 2 P.M., some-  
rimes lter, but never erlieralways termina- 
ring between 4 and  P.M. 
Louise never knows the exact moment tha.t if 
may arrive; she my be in the aet of speakiug, 
in the middle of  sentence; she may be listen- 
ing fo an exhorta.tion ; she may be replying fo 
a question, when suddenly tht, fixe,l gaze, the 
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r,tdiant face, tell the bystanders that her com- 
munication is now with another world. 
What is takiug 1)lace ? What is she seeing ? 
Listen fo her own words  
" I ara seized with an intense, a vivid sense 
of the 1)resenee of God. I see llis immensity 
and my own nothingness, and I know hot where 
to bide msselE'" [See frontisl)ieee ]. 
This illumination of the mind is immediatelv 
fi)llowe(1 1)y a lesser light, by which Louise is 
ruade to witness all the scenes of our Lord's 
Passion ri'mn Gethsemaui to Calvarv. She sees 
Ilim in ail the stages of the Passion, but she is 
simply a witness, hot a sharer, in the action; 
and out Lord never notices ber. She is insen- 
si)le to the outev world, but nevertheless, even 
during this state of insensibility the voice of 
ecelesiastical authority, the voice of the Church. 
can reach ber mind. The single w()rd "" Lou- 
ise,'" uttered by any one of her eeclesiastieal 
superiors, or by a person t via(ma, even 
known to her, they may lmve transmitted their 
authority, will snffiee to reeall ber to herself; 
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and she replies to the questi,ns whieh flm.t per- 
sou may make, although she will relapse into 
ber .piritual slumber as oon as the rel)ly is fin- 
ished. When she is in this state, prenent ber 
any ol,jeet tha bas ],een l,lessed, and she ex- 
hibits an instant desire to grasp it ; read fo lier 
any prayer of tbe Chureh, any psahn in any 
language, and th ecstatie expression will wry 
aeeording fo the words and t}e sense of the 
prayer; utter belote lier the naine of any of 
t}e eelebrated shrines of Out Lady, or of any 
of the loealities where an authentie apparition 
of t}le Blessed Virgin has taken place, and a 
supernatuntl joy beams forth from every linea- 
lnent. 



--.IIE servict, s of the 1)hsician at Fayt 
were no longer reluired , but the lnaIIer 
could hOt re.st thus. Whether these 
Stigmata, these ecstasics were the results of 
naIural disease, or 1)roceedcd ri'oto .-:olne super- 
lmtural cause, some more skilfil surgeon lnust 
determine. If supernatural, then the Church 
must apply the subtle tests of theology to dis- 
eover if the;y- emm from the Di:ine Iland, or if 
they were not some of the innumerable deeêits 
of the devil. 
The elergy, espeeially the c]ergy of the North, 
are very slow fo proelailn the reality of a mira- 
cle, mueh slower than the laity; and 1I. Niels, 
the pastor of Bois d'HMne, was among the least 
eredulous. Thomas thought it suffieient to be- 
hold the Wounds of his Lord; I. Niels, so 
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those who know him best t¢,ll us, wouhl hot 
have been content with so slight, a 1)roof, and 
we maly be sure that he did hot bring the matter 
before the ecclesiastical authorities uutil the 
neeessity of so doing becalne hot only apparent 
but urgent. 
The fiunily of Dee]mps, ofwlich the Arch- 
bishop of Neehlin is a melnber, p,ssesses t 
htndsome villa near 3Ienage. tIere the Ar{'h- 
bishop came to enjoy  few weeks of repose 
during the month of August, 1869, and the re- 
sult of the interviews tha he then had with 
I. Niels and with Louise was, that Igr. Pon- 
ceau, the Bishop of Tournay, appointed a eon- 
mittee of inquest to investigate the fitets of the 
The religious department of this eommittee 
was eomposed of two learned priestsone a 
Passionist, the other a Pedemptorist. Science 
was personified by the eminent Dr. Lefebvre, 
Professor of Medieine af the University of Lou- 
vain. Of the medieal examination, the lea.rned 
work of that trnly Cristian physieian is a 
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standing monument. The theological portion 
is recorded in the written reports 1)resented by 
the clergy to Mgr. Poneeau--reports which will 
hot be filly published until Louise's death will 
bring the su])jeet to the direct notice and juris- 
diction of l-lollle. 
During the period of this inquest the mirac- 
ulous course oF events contilmed and sevêral 
new circumstances lnade theîr appearance. 
Shortly after the comlnencement of the inquest, 
she was subjected fo very severe trials, and on 
Friday, the 1Sth of Sêptelnber, 1868, one of 
the priests of the inquest thought that he had 
diseovered in ber traces of deeeption. She re- 
eeived his rather violent reproof with great 
patience, and the very next Friday the erown 
of thorns ruade ifs a.ppearanee, as if fo justify 
the Bride of Christ. Eaeh Fridty the bloody 
diadem beeame more and more dêfinedLouise 
suflred violent pains in her head, as if she 
wêre erowned with a burning eirele, and blood 
flowed abundantly from tiny apertures. Ever 
sinee then, the effeets of the invisible erown 
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have been the inseparable accompauiments of 
the Stigmata., although they vary--some Fri- 
days only produeing pain, without any traces of 
bleeding. , 
Notwithstanding all this the members of the 
inquest were slow fo believe the Divine origin 
of these fitcts, and, thus» n. year later we fin,1 
oae of the Fathers endeavoring to pers,ade 
Louise that these al)parent miracles were the 
work of the Evil One. Out of obedienee. Lou- 
ise/ried fo believe flat, sueh was the case, but 
her heart was filled with sm'row to think that 
shê was so eompletely in the power of lhe devil. 
One day of the month of August, lg69, after 
hearing a long argument on this sul»jecl, while 
she was phmged in grief and bewilderment, 
suddenly she beheld Out Lord standing belote 
ber. His eoutenanee wore an expression of 
intense sadness, and, at the saine rime, of great 
compassion. Louise was hot in an ecstasyshe 
saw Out Lord as we sec one another, and. for 
the first rime in ail her life of visions, she 
heard His voiee speaking to her. l[e addressed 
ber in these words - 
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"My daughter, why art thou so discour- 
aged *. "' 
No sooner were these words utteved» than 
Louise fi.lt her sa.dness disappear, her doubts 
va.nish--never again fo disturb tle peace of hev 
soul. 
Now, the readers a.re earnestly requested fo 
pay strict attention fo the following seven or 
eight l>a.ragraphs, iii order that they may not 
be led astray in the future t» 3" those notices of 
Louise whieh speak of her as eating sc«rcely 
a»yt]i+y. We in this country are so unaceus- 
tomed fo an aecurate recital of the marvelous 
portions of the lires of holy men and women, 
that if seems to be impossible for us not to re- 
gard certain statements as merel- lLvperbolieal 
sentenees, expressive of the admiration of the 
narrator for certain extreme practices of self- 
dental, which, severe though they ma.v be, are 
yet within the limits of the purely natural. 
Ïhe nourishment of the peasantry of Europe 
is extremely simple, and ,t fil'St the charitabl.v- 
inelined would be slmcked fo sec the almost. 
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entirely vegetable diet upon which they subsist, 
for it is diflïcult for classes reared fo depend 
upon meat for the support of ph)'sieal strength. 
fo believe that a diet in which animal produets 
form so slight a part is really voluntal3,. Lady 
Bountifid is frequently astonished lo find lier 
kindly-meant eflbrts in seeuring _lo lier poor a 
good supply of meat hot rewarded with the 
amount of gratitude natundly expected by her. 
Often the boldest among those reeeiving her 
kind attentions will, af last, find the courage to 
beg fo reeeive less meat and more of that sanie 
black bread whieh had aroused so nmeh sym- 
pathy. Nevertheless, the peasantry iii general 
have very hearty appetites, and their black 
bread disappears rapidly when once within their 
reaeh. Louise, however, was always an excep- 
tion fo this last; naturally abstemious, she par- 
took but sparingly of any nourishnmlt, even 
before the beginning of the extraordinary part 
of her lire. After the apparition of the Stig- 
mata, it was impossible for Louise fo est any- 
thing on Frida)', and, although on other 
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she a.te regularly, still it was only with great 
eftbrt and out, of obedience fo ber lnother. 
It was, a.lso, a.bout this period tlmt she began 
lo exhibiI that wonderfifl indifferenee fo heat 
a.nd cold, whieh shows that she, being warmed 
by the tire of Divine Love, is insensible lo all 
varittions of têmperature. 
After the erown of thorns appeared on her 
fi»rehead, slêep vanished from her eyelids. 
Rose of Lima worked all da3". and. with the 
exception of three hours devoled to sleep, she 
prayed all night. Louise does hot have even 
these three hours of repose, and, until lwo years 
ago, her day spent in household labor was suc- 
eeeded b3, a nighl of pra3"er or of walching 
with the siek. Her simple room. so long des- 
titute of any of the appli,'mees of sleep, lold us 
very forcibly how, when chroniclers write that 
zealous missionaries have journeyed '" night and 
day for weeks," seeking the salvation of souls, 
that this langtmge is hot mere hyperbole, but 
that these hol£ men lmve been by Divine inter- 
position dis)ensed from the necessity of the re- 
freshment of leep. 
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The Feast of the Compassion of ()ur Imds" , 
Mareh 30th, 1871, was ihe 1)eginning of her 
long abstinence, and sinee then ber stomaeh re- 
fises fo aeeel)t of any food. Her fimfil 3- and 
her medical advisers, supported b 3- he autiorit)" 
of ber spMtual direetors, cndeavorcd to con- 
quer that which the 3" considcrcd an alarming 
s)'mptom 1)ni ihese eflbrts, like the atteml)tS io 
ente ihe rive wound only resulted in torturing 
poor Louiseher stomaeh 1)ersistentl)" reflMng 
fo retain the least l)artMe of fi)od. N()w Lou- 
ise neither'sleeps, nor eats, nor drinks; yet, 
with ihe exception of Friday, she was, until 
two 3ears ago. well, strong, and able fo work 
steadil 3" and fo advantage, and she was not as 
mueh exposed fo the ineonvenienee of oeeasional. 
unexpeeted illness, as nan 3- of those who sup- 
port lire under ifs ordinar 3- conditions, although 
she wa by no means exempt ri'oto all the ills 
to whieh human existence is liable. 
We New World Catholies have, unkno-n lo 
ourselves in many respeets, eopied ff'oto our 
mediate surroundings, and one example of this 
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is , so-c:llecl devotion fo the Stcred Scriptures-- 
, eertain respect, whose tcnaeity does hot always 
resemble that dcvotion whieh arouses the elois- 
tered religious of both sexes fro,n their ,nid- 
night slumbers fo ch:tnt the praises of the Most 
tligl in the smne words employecl eenturies .go 
by the Cosen People of God, that devotion 
whieh emses the ethedrals and eonvents of the 
Old World fo re-eeho ahnost uneeasingly the 
inspirations of the Ilo3"tl Psahnist. Out devo- 
tion rathcr eonsists in obliging out IIoly Mothcr 
the Chureh fo rendcr a very strict ,eeount of 
herself t.o out Douay Bible, md when she has 
done this to oter satisfitetion we are very proud 
of hcr, seareely dreaming of her other eountlcss 
1)erfeetions. For us this lmbit inereases the 
diffieulty of eomprehending how Louise ean 
eontil{ue fo exist under these conditions. In 
win, perhaps, would one quote passzg'es in the 
lire of St. Catharine of Sienuu, or the Lenten 
Fasts of tlmt gnmd model of a fitithfifi wife and 
a widow indeed, St. Catharine Flisca., or the 
3-ears of total abstinenee ri'oto all nourishnmnt---- 
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so 1)rominent in the remarkable lire of the Swiss 
hermit, Blessed Nicholas von der Flfie. Tle 
miraculous facts of theirlives, although anthen- 
tieated by Borne, are hot scriptural, and we de- 
mand hot only to know our religion for "our 
oxvn sanctification and ollr oxvn salvaion,'" I,ut 
also in ordcr that we ma)" fln'nish 1)ro()t) i o 
those who refise to ])clieve the I)ivine (n'igin 
of the CaIholic Chm'cl. 
In urning the pages of thc ()ld Testament we 
ofien read of pul)lic fasts, whose COml)lctcncss 
and whose duration were ccrtaiuly supernatural. 
To quote a. case of individual fasting, the prophct 
Elias, l>y means of the miraculous loaf given him 
by the angel, journeyed forty days and forty 
nights unto the mountain of God. III Kings. 
xix chap., 8 verse. In speaking of John ]e 
Baptist, Out Lord once said- '" He came to you 
neither eafing nor drinking." Matt. XI. 1S. 
Out Lord Himself gave us the example of a 
prolonged fist. Some may say that this was a 
Divine fast impossilde to hmnanity, ],ut it set,ms 
hardlv necessarv to remind the reader that 
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eternal existence being independant of food, fitst- 
ing is a thing which cannot be affirlned of it. 
This fast was certa.inly minmulous, but. still it 
wa.s the hmnan nature of out Lord that fasted, 
that nature united inseptm0»ly to the Godhead, 
tha.t ha.turc which is stered. Divine, yet forever 
huma.n. His reply on this occasion to the first 
words of temptation are worthy of out profound 
medita.tion : "Not by bread alone doth man lire, 
lmt ly every word which proceedeth out of the 
m, mth of God." Matt. IV, 4. 
Louise's sole nouris]ment .for more t]mn six 
yeacs bas been this Eternal Word uttered before 
a.ll ages, Out Lord Hîmself who, in the Blesscd 
Eucharist, is now her da.ily guest. The Bread 
of Angels bas deigned fo prove fo us of this 
generation the extrelne truth of those words 
which so mmy, even unto this day, find a hard 
saying, but which are so full of sweetness fo the 
car of fifith: "I ,m the Bread of Lire that 
cometh down from Heaven." « Mv flesh is 
meat indeed." John VI. 
The theological inquest lasted more than two 
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years and at its close ihe eslablished order of 
the apparilion t£ the stigmata was as çollows : 
Thurday night, towards midnight, the wound 
in her side opened and bled. This bleeding of 
the side was followed b S the opening of the 
wounds in the hands and fcet, which sometimes 
bled from both surfaces, sometimes from one 
only. Early in the m)rning tlm marks of the 
crown of thorns marie thcir appearanee, and 
thus tt the rime at which she reeeived Holy 
Communion on Frida5, the stigmatisation was 
eomplete. At tiret 1)eriod of her lire ,e was 
perfeetly tble to reeeive in the parish ehureh on 
other days, and it was only on Fridass that the 
Holy Communion was brought to ber bouse. 
By Friday noon all wotmds, save those in the 
hands, began to eease bleeding, and af the hour 
of eestasy all traces of the erown of thorns had 
usually disa.ppeared. This order eontinued as 
long as the stigmatization was eonfined to Fri- 
dty, if there was any variation, it was so slight 
as hot to be mentioued in an abriged notice. 
April 4th, 1873, Louise reeeived a new agd 
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p:finfifi wound, the counterpart of that one 
c:tuseçl out Lord on His shoulder by the burden 
of the Cross. Thus she tan truly say in the 
words of St. Pml, "'I bear in my body the 
m_trks of tle Lord Jesus." Galatians VI, 17. 
It is hardly necessary to explain here to those 
who reMly believe in the Çommunion of Saints 
the utility of Louise's suflbrings, sinee they know 
the torture and use of the eontents of the spirit- 
ufl tresury of the Churehthat treasury 
which is ff'ce to all thc fi'iends of God. Neither 
is it necessary to tell them that the penanees 
and sufl)rings of a Çhristian are available to 
eternal welfitre both for himself and others, for 
they well eomprehend, without further explana- 
tion, that this doctrine, fitr from being deroga- 
tory to the true idea of the Redemption, explains 
how Out Lord effeetea the salvation of man- 
kind, ly purifying and sanctifying out actions, 
out suflrings, out pra.yers, so as fo tender them 
acceptable fo God. But the true Catholic makes 
the sme question as those outside of the Church  
"" Why these sufferings ?"though he awaits a. 



TIIE tlOME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 109 

diflh'ent resl)onse--oE response which he |las 
already formed in his heart. His mind 
alread-carried hin in spil-it to all those sl)ots 
of the Christian world where God's C, hul-ch is 
suflèring the assaults of the wicked ; and wheu 
he thinks of all ber trials, he woudc's that the 
bright sun can shine ul)on such scenes of sol 
row, and he is surprised that bel" ehildl'en C;lll 
fiu(l it fil their heal'ts fo rejoice, when that 
which should be dearer to them thau all else 
beside, is so sorcly aftticte(l, and thcn ho is 
ahnost certain that Louise is one of the grtmd 
atoning victims fol" the wrong-doings of thi 
centtu'-. 
'es, she is evidently one of tlmt glol'ious com- 
ptmy of whom our IIoly Father Plus IX was 
the chier. When will God bave mercy on us, 
and for their soEkes hear our pra)-ers ? Who 
knows ? perhaps He heeds them all the while, 
and tempers to our enduring the tierce storm 
that is raging, and perhaps for their sakes the.se 
days will be shortened. 
The date of the occupation of Rome by the 
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Piedmontesa troops, Septeml»er 20, 187(I, was 
one memondfle fo Louise, for during that time, 
when the anti-Christian world was uniting in 
one wild cry of exultation, she ws undeçgoing 
the most fl-igltfid suflbring, and eoneentrating 
ami 1)m'sonit-ing the grief of ail fitithflfl Ca.tl- 
olics. 
During the following lI,)ly Week, that of 1871, 
the Jewish and infidel eircles of Pa.ris and Rome 
were engaged in a rivalry of blasl)hemous con- 
(luct. The leaders of the Commune were, if pos- 
silde, exeelling in iniluity Robespierre and 
c,)mrades, and at Ilome, at. a grand iufidel ban- 
quet given on Good Friday, a crucifix ws pltced 
o the t:d)le to reeeive the insults of the riotous 
guests. Louiseneither she nor ber direetors 
knew of the frightfifl events of the dy, save 
through ber excessive suflç, rings. Would she 
survive them ? IIer state of speechless torture 
gtve them cause fo feu" that she might fidl be- 
neath the weîght of her eross, never to rise 
again. 
As we tbund Louise, we deseribe her, the 
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chief events of her life up fo the 18th of Septeln- 
ber, 1874, are all narrated. It is our testimony 
that is here giveu, our declaration of what we 
sw and what we learned while at Bois d'Haine: 
let those who have seen her withi thê last two 
years tell us alout her present state of eontinual 
stigmatization. It does hot eomê within the 
seope of a work addressed solely to C«ttholics to 
produce the medieal proofs contained in the 
wo:ks of Dr. Lefebvre. To thosê who require 
these proofs and details, let it be said they exist, 
and that Berlin philosophy, that dying gasp of 
Teutonic paganism, which this country is pleased 
to invest with the la.urels stolen from truc 
knowledge, bas been repeatedly cha.llenged fo 
give theln  logieal refitation, and its only reply 
has beensneers and gibes, the last refuge of 
sophistry. 
In a.:hlition to Dr. Lefebvre. physicians of every 
country, of every sehool, of every shade of be- 
lier or disbelief, were allowed, and are still per- 
mitted, a.ll fi'eedom to imluire into the phenom- 
ena presented bv luise's c,ulitim. This strict 
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1)ublic imluiry makes the Cttholic reader blush 
for the eentury in whieh we lire; the eentury 
that shows us how Herod would have tretted 
the mintcles that Christ withheld ri'oto him 
and his mocking courtiers. Thomas, when tohl 
l)y his risen Ma.ster fo 1)ut his finger in the pl:tce 
of the nails, only responded by the exclamation, 
" My Lm'd and ny Godl" The science of the 
nineteenth centm'y ha.s shown us that it wouhl 
have joyfully aecel)ted the invitation, and tha.t 
ifs enquiring, curious finger would, like the 
spea, r, bave round ifs way fo the very Heart of 
Out Lord. Are we Catholics fallen so low in 
tle sca.le of faith that, in order fo believe a mit- 
ai'le, we must be informed eoneerning that from 
which out respect for Christian virginity should 
teaeh us fo restndn our euriosity? If sueh is 
tle case, how that faet ought fo humiliate us. 
In remling the details of these medieal in- 
quests, which are scattered through nea.rly all 
the a.ceounts of Louise's lire, the true Catholie 
will sigh fi»r those ages of fitith when. in sueh 
('«ses, learned l)hysMalS transmitted their doe- 
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ulnents to the eccle,,:ia.,:tieal authorities alone; 
when all that a believing laity required fo know 
of the results of their investigations was- 
est in 
" bn. esl in nalur()»" but does it corne from 
God? As far as human wisdom eau go it has 
been ascertained with tolerable surety that all 
that the Evil One does in this case is to perse- 
eute Louise with the saine style of attentions 
with which he usually favors the espeeial friends 
of God.. Be%re sleep eeased fo be a neeessity 
to her, he often aroused her from profound, 
healthfifi slumbrs fo throw ber violently on 
the floor, or to strangle ber, or else to pre- 
sent horrible pictures fo her mind, or often to 
alarm her with hideous noisesin fiet, fo exhi- 
bit his eomplete repertory of annoyanees, with 
which the life of the Cré d'Xrs has ruade the 
Catholic publie of to-day familiar, showing us 
that it is hot onlr Job's stea.dfist fifith and vit- 
tue that could provoke his malice. 
The Chureh has one infidlible test of true 
spiritualityimplicit obedience. This test has 

10" 



114 A VISIT TO BOIS D'HAINE. 

been repea.tedly tried on Louise, and there is but 
one last. proof needed, and that is final pe..e- 
verance, ri-n" which we must wait until death 
briugs the crown of victory. Catholics ought 
to know, if they do hot, that a state of perfec- 
tion cannot exist on earth. Of this su,ject the 
See of Rmne spoke centuries ago, in condemn- 
iug the errors of Origen " " Itoly people are only 
approximately perfect, at a.ny moment rude 
temptations may shake the very fimndations of 
their soul, and were it hot for the intervening 
grace of God. who tan answer for the conse- 
quence 9." As the matter now stands the pious 
faithful are allov«ed to exercise that glorious 
privilege of Christianityl»elief; allowed to 
respond, as former a«es _ did,. fo the on est b 
«urî that proclaimed a. miracle. It is hot in 
na.ture, let us give thauks fo God fin" Ilis great 
glm'y. 
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IN strength and delilerate movement 
  the Flemish brain i, s a fitting counter- 
k part of the provtrbial sturdilmsS of 
the Flemish physieal constitution. It lingers 
around profound science with an intcnsity of 
/hought wearisome te minds less Teutonie in 
ri'ame, and if delights in weighty metaphysical 
problems. A proposition once proved, il is net 
sa/isfied, but it dwells anew on each ramifica- 
tion of argument, and adds proof on proof/he 
more abstruse the bet/erunfil more volatile 
in/elleets have ci/ber lest sigh/of the primary 
subject, or hure but a dira and perl>lexed idea 
thereof. Such, at least» was the impression 
ruade on us by /he works concerning Louise 
Lateau» with which we had provided ourselves 
before coming te ois d'Haine, and it was an 
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impression strengthened |y the recollection of 
t little exhortation whieh we had heard in the 
Chureh of thc Redemptorists in Tournay. The 
congregation, eomposed of men, wolnen and 
children of every age and condition, was ad- 
vised to take as a subjeet of meditation God's 
eternal existence, belote all ages, belote all 
creation. We l«mw that to minds like Faler's 
this is tt most restfifl idea. but no simile of hftv 
lnountain peak, liniitless phtin or shoreless 
oeean, lmd ever done more than to oppress our 
minds with the ilnmensity of an idea which 
they were too finite fo eontain, and we had 
ahvays sought refige in the silnple phraseology 
of out little eatechism, '" God always was and 
always will be, and so had dislnissed the 
thought, acknowledging ourselves too little and 
too weak to soar near the ineomprehensible 
mysteries of the Holy Trinity. The Belgian 
eongreg«ttion listened eahnly fo this adviee, and 
doubtless niany followed if; and we thought 
what well-balaneed nfinds these people must 
have! This was hot the only impression pro- 
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duced on us, ve gained I}y dfi,s a s_'till c]earer 
idea of he blessing oç being born in a. Cath- 
olic land and of gencrations of Catholicism. 
Alnong us the power ,f dwclIing in lne, litati, m 
on these great trutl,s of revelati,,n is only the 
preroga.tive «f higher holiness, lut here if 
seemed to le the lfirthright of the ordimry 
Chrstmn. 8uch is tle inheritanee of a nation 
which bas enjosed t]e frequt, nt recel»tion of 
the Sacraments for centuries. 
Out bodies were cramped and wearied with 
the trying journey of the preceding day, and 
our braius were thoroughly fatigued ly our en- 
deavors fo disentangle the miraculous ff'oto the 
medical and the metaphysical; so we closed our 
books, and, taking our out:door wraps, we sal- 
lied forth to l>ay that. in Europe. commonl>lace 
act of devotiona visit fo the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. Motion wouhl be physical refreshment 
and a little quiet prayer would test the mind. 
We found the church in F«t3t l>ckedno great 
misfortune, we thought, fiw M. Niels had tohl 
us that the ehurch of B>is d'IIaine was always 
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open, nd we were delighted to extend out walk 
in that direction» that being the only bit of 
road resembling a pleasant promenade in the 
neighborhool. Although so many degrees fur- 
ther north tlmn out own latitude., we found the 
stmny air as bland a.ad invigor«tting a.s on one 
of out own bright September afternoons; and we 
were enjoying our freedom from the thr«tldom of 
town lire, and forgetting all the minute medical 
l)roof, almost as trying fo the nerves as the ac- 
ctrate annals of a dissecting-room» all the fie 
distinctions between spiritual slumber and gen- 
uine ecstasy» when we round ourselves in the 
midst of a little adventure» which confirmed the 
idea which we had naturally formel of' Louise's 
sisters from the account given us bb" th maid 
with whom we had travele:l on o.r wav to 
Tournay. 
On our return from churc], as we drew ne,r 
fo the house of Louise Lateau. we m»t a 
woman., dressed in the usual garb of' the vork- 
ing classes. She viewed us with cousideral)le 
displeasre visi])le in ber comtemnce, aml. troT.- 
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ing flore the highway, she ran rapidly up the 
steps of the cottage, and, entering, she slammed 
the green door with a vehenence that would 
have daunted the boldest heart, and have pre- 
vented the most mdacious from intruding. 
Having no intention of going where we had hot 
leen invited, we merêly noted her conduct as 

tallying with the general rel)utation of the 
Lateau thmily. We afterwards rela.ted the in- 
cident fo out landlady, who required of us  

description of the person whom we had seen. 
"It is 1Rosine Lateau, Iademoiselle," said 
she; "" shWand Adeline bave that peeuliar man- 
ner of elosing the door, when they imagine that 
anyone wishes fo enter their house, a.nd that is 
whenever they see anyone on the publie high- 
wa.y leading from Fayt fo Bois d'Haine; and, 
 perhaps, you will find that. M. Niels himself ean 
close tht door, when neeessary, with  touch of 
that smne manner." 
Pausing a moment from her labors, out land- 
lady seated herself, by the piano, and repeated 
her already twice-told tale of her intense desire 
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fo witness the miracle and of M. le Curé's 
steady l'eflsal. This narrative invariably con- 
cluded with a dissertation on the disagreeable 
points of Madame L:tteau's chara.eter, whose 
death otir hostess considered a blessing to all 
wh» visit Louise. If we may trust ail that is 
told in the neighborhood of Bois d'Haine, 
tlanm L:tteau and her tvo ohler daughters did 
hot, fo use a f;mfiliar expression, put their best 
tbot tbrward on Friday. Madame Lateau, it 
seems, found no position so well suited to her 
needlework as just in the doorway of Louise's 
room, and from this place she never moved the 
whole afternoon, so that visitors were obliged 
to stumble over her in order to enter. As fo 
Rosine and Adeline, their eonduet is such that 
ail Christians must hope that the propheey of 
Pahna, the ecstatica of Oria in Louise's regard 
will be sl)eedily fulfilled. Phn: declares that 
the day is hot fitr distant when Louise will be 
removed from the society of those whose con- 
duct necessarily fetters her spiritual advance- 
ment. 
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1Rosine Lateuu, as if is well known, took oc- 
ca.sion to in(orm one of the exiled princesses of 
Italy--the sache one, if we mistake hot, who 
lately electrified the world by leaving «tll things 
to follow Our Lord, in the hunible garb of 
Franciscan nun--tlmt, in the sight of God, she, 
the princess, was no more than one of thêm- 
selves. A sentiment, whieh would lmve been 
lovely humility in the princess, but which, 
coming from the mouth of the samstress 
savored more of rebellious envy than becomes 
the truc Christiun. Only the plea of extreme 
ignorance could in this case excuse 1Rosin% for 
certuinly those whose exile bas the same ori- 
gin, na-, is identical with the tria.ls and impris- 
onnmnt of the Holy Fttther, must be very dear 
to God nd it would seem presumption to claire 
any equality witl them, either temæor«tl or 
spirituul. 
Adeline lmd hot as yet distinguished herself 
by any one rêmarkable action, but our expe- 
rience proved that she is worthy fo be the 
daughter of ter mother and the sster of 
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sine, however unfitted she may be to bc the 
companion of one destined to take a place in 
the highest choir of the heavenly host. 
Tire astonishing rudeness of this highly- 
fitvorcd fiunily lnust be ascribed to the fact 
lhaf, as befi)re remarked, they were in utter 
ignorance of the miracles of Stigmata and Ec- 
stasy, until they s:tw them eXeml>lified in their 
own fimfily. If is difficult for them to realize, 
when they deemed themselves well instructed 
iii all pertaining fo lhe Church, when they were 
proud to think whatever differences there might 
be in social position, religion marie us all equals, 
that there was anything old in the history of 
religion which, when withheld ri'oto the masses, 
if wa.s still impossible fo coneeal ri'oto the upper 
cireles of education. Now, in spire of all ar- 
gument and all insruction, they will speak of 
their sistei"s condition as '" this new illness," 
ver.,v much in the saine manner as Catholies in 
the United States will, in conversation, speak 
of the present chain of miraculous events in 
Europe, as a new glory added to lhe Church 
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whereas, it is lnerely that they are just begin- 
ning fo realize the existence of that particular 
phase of Church history. 
Louise's family having no conception of the 
spiritual honor, they are teml>ted fo feel that 
she suffers ff'oto ulcers and fits, and that 311 the 
world cornes fo gaze with heartles curiosity. 
Then they are foolishly annoyed by the rel>orts 
that reach them of the remarks ruade by the 
infidel journa.ls; they learn that they are ac- 
cused of l>ractiing a. deception, in order to en- 
rieh themselves, and, hot having sufficient hu- 
nfility fo endure the charge in holy silence, they 
wrea.k their disl>leasure on those who. by eom- 
ing fo sec Louise, are the indirect causes of the 
exeitement in her regard. 
In view of all this, if is very diffieult.to make 
them aeeept the allns neeessary for three women, 
foreed fo gain their living without any mascu- 
line aid whatever. Once a lady who had leen 
present during Louise's ecstasy, seeing the ex- 
freine poverty of the family, wished fo give 
Malda.nle Laltealll ll small sure fo l>rovide hersclf 
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with some 
was destitute. 
grily, roughly 
stret«hed hand. 

usefil articles of whieh the cottage 
Mrda.me Lateau refused it an- 
lmshing away the lady's out- 

Finally, lwrhaps 1,ecause the ruinous condi- 
tion of her house aflbrded too man?; ereviees of 
whi('h the eurious eould avail thcmselves on 
Friday, Madame Lateau 1)ermitted Gregoire 
Lateau's former eml)loycrs to repair the cottage, 
or rath(,r to rebuild if: on aeeouut othe .tith- 
.ful services of ber husbad. 
U 1) to the day of her death, it was a eontinual 
interior struggle for Madame Lateau to realize 
the miraeulous eharaeter of her daughter's suf- 
ferings. 0ne week, asserting her belief that 
the doetors and the priests were employing 
medieal secrets to torment her daughter, she 
exerted her authority as mistress ot the bouse, 
and forbade the entranee of anvone on the fol- 
lowing Friday, hot even excel>ting Dr. Lefel)vre, 
whom she had hitherto regarded with eoml)lete 
confidence; M. Niels ght eome in the morn- 
ing fo a.dminister Holy Conmmnion to I,ouise, 
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as the Holy Viaticum always seemed to refresh 
her so greatly, but he was to leave immediately 
aflerwa.rds, and hOt to show himself there aga.in 
the whole day. Neighbors and strangers were 
a.like excluded, and the mother and her wo 
da,ughters were lefl to face alone all the horrors 
of those dreadflfl torments. 
Those who remember having nursed some 
memler of leir fiunily through  pa, inflfi ill- 
ness, without receiving one visit of sympathy, 
Call fi)rnl  slight notion of the position in which 
these three had phmed thelnselves. Louise 
herself had a.n opportmfity of undergoing one 
portion of the Passion, namely: The solitude 
and desolation; for there was no one to bave 
eompa.ssion upon her, no one fo watch even one 
hour with her. Unassisted bv the usual atmos- 
phere of pra.yer whieh filled her cottage on 
other Fridays, Louise had to experience the 
most excessive suflbrÎng that the hmnan ff'ame 
ean endure. 
3ust the morning of that Friday which Dr. 
Lefebvre expected fo spend in Louvain he was 

11" 
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ealled fo tle bedsMe of one of his regular pa- 
tients, then passing sometime af  country seat 
hot fi, r ff'oto Bois d'Haine. Finding himself 
thus accidentally in the neighborhood of the 
hmse wlich he hml ],een forbidden to alproach, 
he vcntured to present himself, quite late in the 
aftcrnoon lmwever, tt Madmne Ltteau's door. 
With tlm penetration of the educatcd classes, he 
lmd surmised that by that rime even Mdame 
Lateau's iron nerves would be glad to be soothed 
ly some communication with the outer world. 
lle was weleomed by all with a heartiness which 
fir exeeeded any previous experienee of his 
professional career. Far from having abated 
her daughter's ufferings. Madame Lateau's 
course of m'tion ha.d visilly augmented them 
and she never eared fo repeat ber ingeniou 
experiment. It did serve to make ber slightly 
more amelmble to reason; mnialle resigmtion 
fo her would have been an impossibility. Cr- 
ttfinly her shortcomings in relation to the mirae- 
ulous condition of her daughter must bave 
resulted ri'oto an ignorance truly invincible; 
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1)robal)ly God forgave them all, man had surely 
much fo excuse. 
At the saine rime that M. le Curé ha.d granted 
the 1)ermission to sec Louise, he had been very 
explieit with regard fo the hour of the daily Ma.ss 
in the ehurch of Bois d'Itaine, a.nd if was cri- 
dent that he hoped we wouhl attend Mass there 
on Thursday mol'ning. There had 1)een a rime 
when we were exceedingly anxious fo witness 
every phase of the wonders of Bois d'lIaine, 
but bv the rime that we left Tournav we were 
in a perfeetly passive condition, and every subse- 
quent eflbrt might ahnost be styled mechanieal. 
When out desire was the greatest, we believed 
just as earnestly as did 8linon de Montfort or 
St. Louis in the power of God and the existence 
of modern miracles ; but the nineteenth eentury 
is not the thirteenth, and in out native land 
publie opinion does ot even desire fo daim that 
public faith whieh reigned in Christian Europe 

six hundred ye,rs ago, that universal belief 
which is necessary for the frequency of mira- 
cles, and we did so long fo feel and realize by 
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means of out senses that God still manifests 
tl is power fo man. Had either St. Louis, or 
the }ra.ve Simon de Montfort, dwelt in an un- 
Ca.tholic la.nd, thev would hot have so imme- 
diately and so willigly relinquished the chances 
of witnessing a. raira.de; for a mere intellectual 
e,2:*EEf belief, unsustainefl by any tangible sur- 
roundings, is lngSt u'a"'som. I[ad they b 
longed fo the nineteenth eentury, while still in- 
diflbrent eoneerning the gra.tifica.tion of their 
euriosity, they wouhl hve a.ceepted every op- 
portunity of inereasing their ability to testify 
fo the truth of the opera.tions of Divine Provi- 
dence. 
If was with the latter spirit lhat we were 
filled, while af Bois d'Ha.ine. We were willing 
fo make every exertion in out power, willing 
that out eflbrts shouhl fitil, sa.tified that if it 
would be for the honor and glory of God. or for 
out own salvation, sueeess was certain. Ani- 
mated purely by these sentiments, we diseussed 
the advisability of witnessing Louise reeeive 
Holy Comnmnion in church on the day previous 
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to ber sttfferings, or on Saturday morning, when 
we would be more certain to recognize ber. 
Since then t]fis feeling of utter indifference bas 
changed into one of hearty rejoicing af having 
been permitted to witness as much as we did, 
for thus ve became the means of consoling other 
1)elieving hearts w[th the assurance of the real- 
ity of those wonderful tidings whosc vagucst. 
rmnors causes a feeling of awe fo fill the pions 
mind. How often have we been either directly 
or indirectly the nleans of turning the ride of 
incredulous and flil)l)ant conversation concerning 
that "young girl in Belgimn!" CEn we ever 
sufficiently thank Mgr. Dumont and M. Niels 
for having allowed us the 1)rivilege of giving 
our testimonv ! 
As we had decided to watt until Saturday to 
attend Mass in Bois d'Haine, Thursday morn- 
ing we went to the church in Fayt. There we 
heard a style of' ttigh Mass very frequently 
celebrated in Belgium; u well-trained adult 
chorister, having a place on the Eistle side, 
sings withou, the i(l of anv instrument t]e 
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Içyrie, Gh,'bt and Cedo, fo slow, long drawn- 
out notes, which some would style Gregorian, 
a.lthough if. diflbrs greatly from oman or 
Italia.n Gregl'iau. There is nothing in this 
music to sca.ndalize the most decorous Puritan, 
and if we were fo consider music merely as an 
aid to devotion, this would be infinitely prefer- 
able to mere imitttions of fine compositions. 
Af ter breakfitst., we returned fo our books 
wlfich, a.lthough unsuited fo out mtional and 
individuM peculirities, possessed an interest 
amouuting fo fascination, owing to the close 
proximity of the scene of the events narrated. 
To read Louise's Life, hot only in lands where 
t]e church walls covered with numberless ex 
votos, tell of constant miracles» both small and 
great, but where the sound of the Angelus ring- 
ing ill Bois d']taine eau reach the enr, where 
the green tree tops ri,il fo hide its belfry from 
the eye, is alt.ogether diflrent from poring over 
its pages when the waves of the Atlantic are 
rolling between you nnd that land where vou 
are tohl there exists a. certain hamlet of Bois 
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d'Haine, whieh .you have fidled fo find on the 
most minute ma l) of Europe within 3"out reaeh. 
Knowledge obtained through the sense 
sight, even in its most direct operations, is often 
undervalue:l ; therefi)re, it is hot surprising that 
the advantges derive;l from viewing merely 
the seene of any actim should le offert ignore& 
but without leaving Belgium we fiml a striking 
examl)le of the greatness of these mlantages 
when applied t» historical 1)urposes. What 
amateur or proficient in military tactics, having 
means and opportunity, bas failed to visit the 
field of Waterlo» ? Having visited if, who will 
pretend that he understood ail the minutie of 
the eontest, or even realized the existence of a 
Waterloo precisely as well ])y the mere use of 
maps and plans ? By the rime that, by these 
latter means, the mind has fldly mastered ail 
the topographical details, the brain is too 
wearied to draw any just eonclusi(m, or, af 
least, if beeomes very dicult to elear it 
eiently for it fo be able fo dwell on any su])jeet 
requiring concentration of thought. 
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Akin to this depreciation of the advantages 
of the eye is the pol)ular idea, that reading can 
filly SUl)l)ly the pla.ee of seeing, but in our own 
indivilual cases we ahvays fotmd that it was 
iml)ossi],le tbr any description, however accu- 
fa.te, fo 1)roduce the saine distinct idea as that 
given I,y neans of vision. Often, in the course 
of our tra.vels, the explicit and familiar exl)res- 
sions of out guide-book brought fo out lnind's 
eye bright pictures of beautifil or sublime 
seenery» but no matter how earëfully we, then 
well-praetieed in that species of mental exer- 
cise, had entered into every detail of antieipated 
pleasure, the excursion presented proninent 
features of whieh out planning liad hot aflbrded 
us even a gliml)Se. The waters of the pictu- 
resque Alpine lake, vashed shores, whose at- 
tractions had been but imperfeetly grasped by 
the mind, for the words ehestnut groves, s'ine- 
yards, olive orchards, distant glaeiers, etc., had 
merely suggested outlines, and utterly failed to 
prepare us for the added pleasures of the ear, 
such as a chorus of church 1)ells fron the half 
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a hundred ha.mlets buried in the surrounding 
mountains, ringing the Angelus at day dawn. 
The sombre rocky defile, with its foaming, dash- 
ing torrent, looked far otherwise than out admi- 
fa.tion h,d depicted it; and even if out fifithful 
guide-book had told us that a cross wa.s planted 
on the highest peak of that region, we were 
always unprepared for the flfll eflet of sunlight 
and shadow on the barren summit piereing the 
elouds to bear aloft into the blue heavens, the 
token of man's gratitude for 1Redemption and 
Salva, tion. 
The princilfie involved in these two para- 
gra.phs, and whieh is so perfectly applicable to 
history and natural seenery, 'erves admirably 
to illutrate one inanner in whieh graee per- 
forms its noiseless work at shrines and at pla.ees 
hallowed by being the seene of holy actions. 
One may learn u greut many lessons from the 
life of St. Fra.neis by the reality imparted to if 
in seeing Assii, often in the summer evenings 
watehing froin the heights of Perugia the sun- 
set glow fade away from the green valley of 
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the ""  
I tl)çr, hxl we leu'ned something new d»ottt 
Cherul)im an,l Seraphim, we knesv hot how, but 
it seened to 1)e just l_)y gazing at the time- 
st:ine:l walls )t' Assisi, gil,led 1)y the 1)arting 
light )f da.y. If tha.t which took 1)lace six een- 
turies sin(.e can sl)reml almost in lhe very at- 
m)sl)hc, rc a lmly tm«tim, ;r grace t)ç te:tching, 
l)w mu«l h)uler c:n grace whisper to the he:rt. 
wlcre l,)ly things arc actually taking 1)ltce! 
Nevcr had the l)rown walls of Assisi. basking 
in the warm sunshine of an Uml)rian sttmmer, 
n:ule us realize as did the cottages of Bois 
d'llaine, that there have dwelt, and do dwell on 
earth chosen souls destiued fo take their places 
among the Seraphim, and to dwèll forever in 
the very furnace of the lires of Divine Love. 
There was a rime in the lires of some of us, 
when the knowledge of out religion was more 
the result of ouv ,)wu eflbrts and a speciès of 
mental victory, then, :lthough we knew that by 
Reclelnl)tion , we were c:dled fo the company of 
the Angelic hosts, (Heb. xii, ,»ox..» yeL we had a 
fixed idea that in I[èaven man would he entirely 
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separate ffoln the nine choirs of the heaveuly 
hierar«hies, lmving very little in commou with 
them, save in adoriug God for all eternity. By 
degl'ees, as we caille llloro ald lllore Hldt, r 
influence of that silent teachiug, whi«h, in the 
very act of «mluel'ing tlm iutcllect, elevaIes it 
to a. higher standard than my f wli«h it hal 
ever darel t dreau, we lcarued t,» 
how ln:m will take tle pl«wes of thc 
who were cast out of tlcaven lv the swrd of 
Mit.hael the Ar«hangel. (Apoc. xii, ). Assisi 
tohl us the real meauiug of that llessed word 
predestination, explained how ail of us ff'ce to 
win eternal life, were yet eaeh one ealled to 
it difl;rently, lec 'au,e predestined hOt only fo 
diflbrent ehoirs, but to diflbrent plaeesplaees 
which it will be out everlastiug glory fo win, or 
our o,2 everlasting shame fo loe. 
Thus. also. was a new light thrown on voea- 
tim. showing that our iudividual duriez, how- 
ever petty, and appareutly of little moment fo 
out ffllow«nen, are the lammor and aux-il to 
shape us so that we will l:e allc t take our 
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pointed places among Angels or Archangels, 
Prineipalities or Powers--to be of their nmnber, 
fo be like them. )et diflbring from them just as 
new recruits when mingled with veterans are 
unifi»rmed like them. and vet laek some distin- 
guishing lnark which designates him who has 
served even fl'Onl the eg'imlilg. Then, we 
saw how very impossible itis fir the veneration 
of saints fo foster a spiritual ambition, a desire 
of the fimw of sanctitv similar fo t]le amition 
of an Alexander, a Cwsar, or a Bonaparte; for 
the very lire that ealls for pious admiration 
shows us elearlv that, unless that wonderfifl 
life is foreordained for us. we ma)- not presulne 
to imitate more eloselv that which sêems be- 
yond htllllltll endurance. 
Ail this Assisi taught us. lut it remained for 
Bois d'Haine to make it a. living reality; and 
Bois d'Haine had its own speeial lessons, aust 
as far as the distinctions of worldly importance 
separate the Belgian hamlet frmn Assisithe 
home of nobles and princesso fiu', in the eyes 
of man. is lhe peasant maiden from the s«m of 
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the wealthy lnerc]mnt ; ,he, thc servant of the 
elass of which he was the fit.Vol'ire COml)auiou ; 
she, who has uothing to lose of this world's 
goodshe, who had all that riches could give 
yet they are ]»oth called 1)y God to tiret choir 
over which the hmnau nattlre ()f Oil1" I,(»l'd 1)re - 
sides, that choir which man cauuot enter, save 
by emluriug the suflbrings «»ç the Cmlci]ixion. 
Do hot these two eXaml)les tcach 
in which God «)vcrh)«)ks thc social l)arricrs in- 
tcnded to 1)r('servc order in the wovhl's ccom)my 
Are we n»t showu that it 
eutire ex(.lusion ofcithcr high or low ff'oto the 
uuml»er ofthe c]loscll, ])ut ])y iml)artial sclcc- 
tions ff'oto tdl classes ? St. Fram'is, t]m rich 
patrician ; St. Çatl:riuc, «)f Sit, mm. the daugh- 
ter of a. poor flflle'; St. Callmriuc, of Gcnoa. 
in whose veins flowcd blood ahnost 'oval  and 
Louise Lateau, thc chihl of 1)oor 1)easantsdo 
hot they form :t group which COml)lctely ex- 
plains how God has no regard fi»r the counte- 
nance of the rich, nor fr the 1)crson 
digent ? (Lenticus xix. 15). 
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When we ha, l exhausted our capability of 
me',litating on these lessons, we indulged 
few speeula.tions eoneerning those who would be 
admitted with us. Some doetors there would 
be, of courseperhals even non-Catholic ph3-- 
sicians: »r th,se leaned in medicine were bv 
no means ulow fo avail themselves of the op- 
lmunities of imlui D" which were so fl'a.nkly 
and so generously givenit was only the medi- 
cal fiteulty of Berlin that openly reflsed fo 
recognize the fl-eedom allm'ed fo science l 3" the 
eeelesiastioal authorities. 
Of ifs members Virchow was the one who 
personified ail ifs insolence; hot many months 
belote out visit fo Bois d'Haine, he had 
tounded the publie by the extraordinary terres 
whieh he proposed fo Louise's superiors. 
fising to visit her eottag% he would examine 
into the marrer only on condition tha.t Louise 
would enter his hospi{al totally unattended by 
any member of her own fa.mily, by any rela- 
tive, by any fl'iend or aequa.intmme, or by any- 
one whom she, her family or her fl'iends would 
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select. Only  thorough infidel, and one who 
defied every moral ,'l, lld religious safeguard, couhl 
have dared fo make these proposais. Who is 
there among those famili:r with tire lires of 
the saints who is hot renlinded of certain pas- 
««,,.,,. in the a.cts of the Vil'gin nart3-1"s, one 
whieh is eommemorated in ]le c]lm'ch 
Agnes in Piazza Navona, in I{ome ? lu the case 
of Louise the deDnding angels were represented 
by Madame Lateau and her two fider daugh- 
ters, who did hot give eifler I,ouise or ber 
periors any chance to refise flese impertinent 
propositions. It is 1o le hoped tha Virchow 
reeeived their reply just as it fell ff'mn tiroir 
lips. 
We lnd concluded tha.t, shice 
tensely disa.greeablë for osine and Aleline to 
see people passing their bouse, they might make 
remarks fo M. Niels, whieh might be ea.lculated 
to render him a litfle impatient with us. and 
that, therefore, it would be beter for us fo ab- 
stain Doln going again fo Bois d'Haine before 
Friday; but we mddenly relnelnbered tha. 
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alth()ugh in granting the permission M. le Curé 
ha.d nmned the hour, he had 11o tohl the place 
of rendez-vous. Since one wouhl ])e ol)liged to 
pa, ss by. all fln-ee lnight as well commit the 
oflbnce ; so we started on out doulde errand-- 
a walk fi»r hea.lth and 1)leasure, and a visit to 
the ehur('h. As we passed the Lateau cottage, 
we heard an a, nimated eonversati)n, and we saw 
a 1)riest 1)eering through the white curtaius; 
thus, when we reached the pa.risl h()use, we 
were hot surprised fo hear that M. Niels had 
gone to see Louise Lteau. Afler out devo- 
tions were finished, and we were returlfing fo 
Fayt, we met 5I. le Curé, who aeeosted us wiih 
a rel)roof for pssing so offert by Louise's house. 
' Her sisters tell me that you are eontinually 
passing and repassing; you nustn't do that, it 
annoys them." 
" M. le Curé, was the rel)ly, "" we 1)assed her 
house when we eme to apply for admission, 
ga.in when you sent us fo the ttotel de la Poste, 
and then again twiee by eoming to visit the 
Blessed Sacrament yesterday aftérnoonyou 
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know that in Fa,yt the chureh is eh»sed in the 
,'tftt?FllO011. " 
In the estimation of M. Niels. or of anv 
other Eropean pa.stor, t daily visit to the 
Blessed Saerament is so essenlial m act of an 
ordinary Chrislian lift,, that 
have thought of telling us 
or evening pra)ers out of deferenee fo any par- 
tieular person's ln'ejudi«e, as to say tla./, since 
if annoyed [ouise's sisters, we wouhl lave donc 
nmch better to have refl'ained from the per- 
formanee of this devotion; therefore, his 
ner elnmged eompletely the moment he received 
the answer quoted. 
M. le Curé was then informed of out version 
of the little adventure of the preeeding even- 
ing, and how violeitly the wonlan slammed the 
door, as if she feared that we would force out 
entranee. 
"That was one of Louise' 
le Cré; "she told me that you would have 
entered lmd she hot shut the doorlmt, you did 
hot wish fo o so. did Sou ?'" To the luestion 
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as to where we would nleet him on the follow- 
ing day, he replied  
"At Louise's door, stand in ff-ont of the house 
until I bid you enter. It will be very crowded 
to-nm'row, besides which, there will le many 
wlmm 1 shall be o]fliged lo send away. I won- 
der lmw I shall mariage it all  I had no inten- 
tim of mhnitting you; I would hot have donc 
so if Mmseigneur had hot saîd that alout really 
wislin« if, lmt he did sav, ' ' le &sire "riCC- 
Jl( Jltl" '' 
Witl t]is characteristic speech on his lips, 
M. NMs lifted his broad-brimned hat. and bade 
us good evening; and we relurned lo Fayl fo 
find ourselves just in rime for the SUpl)er at the 
table d'hôle. 
In Belgium lhe word table d'hôte has hot losl 
i/s original signification of/he " landlord's own 
tO)le." Although among other nations on the 
Continent it means/he formal fifll lneals served 
according to set rule in several courses, over 
which lhe landlord nay or may hot preside. 
of which he never partakes, in Belgium the 
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traveller sits down to the saine bountififl repast 
that is spre.'_l befi, rc mine ho:st, his wife anal 
their older chihlren. All those who are thus 
p:trtakiug of the table d'hôte are cxpeeted to 
join fl-eely in general conversation. In the 
l:trger towns a prty, especially when compos:.l 
chtefly of la,lies, may, without giving offcnce, 
ecure an agreealle privaey by choosiug another 
hour aml a mgre simlfle rep:tst, but in a small 
place like F,tyt such au act would be regarde.l 
as a direct insult to the fitmily of the landlord, 
and to the other lo:lgers. 
On this p.'rticular evening we fi»und the usual 
number of persons af the table, augmented by 
several invited guests, and, in addition, the lite 
of the neighborhoo'l began to assemble in the 
dining-room. From their conversatio{ we dis- 
covered that the young gentlemen of the vi- 
cinity are in the habit of coming every Thurs- 
day evening fo the Hotel de la Poste to inspect 
those who are going to visit Louise, and then 
they all make if a point fo loiter around the 
railway station at Menage every Friday after- 
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ncon, in order fo listen fo the conversation of 
those who leave immedi:ttely ,'trier witnessing 
her ecstasy. N,'tturally, ,fler «tu hour thus 
spent in wa.tching the course of that astonishing 
miracle, the nervous system will be too over- 
wrouglt fi»r the lips fo be very guardel in their 
utterance. Tl,«s. by listening repeatedly on 
the,se occasions, the young men of Fayt hope 
ultim:ttely fo solve the prol»lem which is agira- 
ring the minds of those living near Bois 
d'IIaine. 
This puzzling problem is hot any of the su- 
pernatural phases of the subjeet; for all of 
these the young men of Fayt and Menage qui- 
etly aecept as positive facts, whieh they have 
hOt the slightest inclination to doubt, and whieh, 
Mthough the easmtl observer of their eonduet 
lnight not readily infer, are a source of graee to 
them. Neither did they eoncern themselves 
with any of the metaphysieal questions arising 
from one style of considering the nmtter, though 
they were probably as capable of diseussing ab- 
struse subjects as many who flood the popular 
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journals with enigmatical writing. Thcir pro- 
blem is purely natuntl, and its terres are com- 
prehenible fo the most ordinm mind, namely : 
How may a person gain admittmce fo the cot- 
tage of Louise Latetm ? As yet it remainetl 
unsolved, but the young lnen, and some, too, 
who had arrived af an age supposed to le more 
disereet, were very busy fitstening the links in 
the ehain of evidenee by whieh they h,qed to 
arrive af a definite conclusion ; but many open 
questions remained. Was the sacerdotal ehar- 
aeter the "open sestune ?" By no mems; every 
week priests were refused, and laylnen aeeepted, 
though belonging fo the lfity was not infallible 
ttdmission, nor were priests always exeluded. 
Was it riches? Was it poverty? Often the 
riel were sent away, and the poor.admitted 
or the rich had fl'eedom to enter, and the poor 
were told to wait. Reeolnmendations were often 
required, but even when these ealne ff'oto the 
highest quarters, M. Niels eould disregard theln, 
and gntnt the request of those having no intro- 
duction whatever. The length of the journey 

1.3 
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tal«,n by tle person to re«tch Bois d'IIaine 
seemed to make no impression on ifs pastor, 
neitlmr was the plea of a long residence in the 
neighbor]mod of any ax ail. 
The discussi,-m of this 1)rol)lem (ll'ew forth 
many anecdotes, which dem)nstrated that M. 
Niels did hot possess hat delieate, sensitive 
fl'ae of mind and temperament that would 
tender if keen torture fo corne in constant con- 
tact with the rough natures by whieh he was 
surrounded, of whieh poor llne. Lateau and 
ber two older dmghters were prominent ex- 
amples. At the conclusion of tales, which 
shw that I. Niels knew how fo unite a certain 
degree of l»lysieal force fo moral suasion, in de- 
fending Louise froln unweleome intrusion, le 
strangers wouhl gaze a.round the eolnpany» 
hoping to read in the rimes of some a denial 
af least, in partbut, although the older ones 
migltt look reprovingly af the thoughtless 
youth» who had been lacking in that perfeet 
reverenee (eonsidered so important by ail Amer- 
Jean Catholies), still they would answer the 
l»k f inqui W with the words C'es 'r««[. 
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In the midst of this discussion the lmdlmly, 
who lmd been absent a few moments, re-entered 
the room» stying in a low tone" 
" IIere is a doetor who will le pernùtted to 
see Louise all da.v to-morrow." 
As she finished these words, a young mtn, 
a.pparently jns leginning the third deeade of 
his life, entered the room. Gmeefiflly aelcmwl- 
edging the presenee of those a.lready seated at 
the table, and taking the plt;ee allotted him by 
the landlady» a fcw introductory words from her 
plaeed hiln on speaking terres with all the 
sembled eompany. If took but a glanee for us 
fo see» from the scrnpulous attention to dress, 
the earefully brushed hair, partedas we 
would saylike a lady's, that here was one 
who did hot take what the Puritan band of 
Plymouth Rock would have ealled "a truly 
serious view of lire." All traces of Puritanieal 
notions on matters of apparel had been rather 
well-eflteed ri'oto out minds, and there was no 
speeial prejudiee fo prevent us froln reading in 
his fiwe the indelil,le marks of the Saenunents, 
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and tlm countless other effects of the steady 
pra«tices of  Cln'istim life without affectation. 
ly tlis rime wc had thoroughly learned t.lmt, 
of ('nn'sc, with the excel)tion of vcry peculiar 
vocations, true religion does hot destroy all the 
sources of joy in the hunmn hetrt, neither does 
slte ruthlessly uproot what the world ealls 
ri»il»les; for these are generally qualities, which 
only need a little training, a little pruning, in 
,r,ler fo grow into means of grace and salva- 
tion. Wh)', fo]" ex:tmple, eradicate the love of 
adventure, which, when well directed, will sus- 
tain tlm explorer in his laudable task of seek- 
ing to enrich the stores of man's ae, luired knowl- 
edge, orto ascend still higherthat which 
may l»e one of the sparks tokindle the zeal of 
the missionm-? At the saine rime that we 
received these lessons, we were also ruade fo 
mderstand that there is m,»re humilitv in an 
apparent fi'ivolity than in endetvoring to appear 
old l»eyond one's 3-ears: and thus we were not 
as seandalized as some might bave been. af the 
light manner in which the gentlemen of Fa3-t 
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had spoken of Bois d'IIaine--fiw we saw tha 
in the depths of their hearts was hidden the 
germ which could lwing forth fitir ri'uit in due 
season, and we were sure that grace would do 
ber work with greater facility, bccause there 
was no hollow preteuce of perfection. 
Perhaps the young doctor was a faircr/spe 
thau these of the Ca/holic you/]t of Europe, 
who, hot, always precisely frivolous, ]a«'e hot, 
enough of absurd pride to wish fo seeln al)ove 
lmrmless inq)erfeetion, a.nd who have so little 
of that which is truly ]mrmfid on their con- 
sciences. I[ad he hot beeu tlmroughly pious: 
he would h:n'e 1)een teml)ted fo consider Iris 
.chances of witnessing the miraeulous condition 
of Louise Lateau iu the ligld. f tle great ad- 
venture of his lift; as it was, he was overcome 
by exeitement, which fouud an eseal)e-vMve in 
voluble eonversa.tion. In a very short rime we 
11 knew that by a. speeial reeommendation 
from Dr. Lefebvre, he hwl obtained the fidlest 
privileges ever grantel fo medieal inquiry, and 
that already, in the COlnl)an 3, of M. Niels. he 
lmd visited Louise in her cottage. 
13" 
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" ]ht isn't she ugly, though !" wa.s the ex- 
clallla, tiOll that terminated the torrent ofspêech 
witl which he had inundated us. This remark 
was receivcd ly colnplete silence, and the doc- 
tOl"8 thce expressed great astonishment when he 
lbund that this sentiment was hot echoed 
an jonc. 
"" You are ail, no doubt, familiar with her 
m',lin:ry appeara.nee," sa.id he, after a. little 
pause ; '" lut I was disa.ppointed, I expected fo 
timl somethingsome pleasant expression fo 
redeem plain Datures; ]ml I saw in ber nothing 
but a Flemih peasant maid. M. Niels and 1 
entered the eottag% and I saw two peasant 
girlsjust nothing lmt peasants, sitting together- 
and t'ha.tting in a x'ery lively manner; aad M. 
Niels said- 
"'" Now, whieh of these two girls do 3ou take 
fo be Louise ?' 
"' Neither one nor the other, M. le Curé, said 
1, very eonfidently. 
"'Neverthelesu," said he, 'one of them is 
Lotlle. 
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"I was l)uzzled. I :s,ure you. Finall3-, I 
recollected that Louise alwavs weavs hall mit- 
teus fo coneeal tle slight nmrks of tlm stig- 
mata, md that was my (mly ('hic. Y(u who 
lire in the neighb,r]ood must st, e }er v(,ry 
often ?" 
"Oh. we are lmver ;dnittel  N{} {}lin l)resent 
has evcr scen hcr siuce her 1)resent ('(mliti{m," 
rel)lied one gentleman. 
" You arc wa.iting your turn fo wituess the 
miracle I uuderstaml tire.t, lmt Sou mst 
sometilnes meet hcr in the strect, m" ou the 
road ?" 
"Oh. never!" was the uuiversal exclama- 
flou. "N{»t n{»w; in fi)rmcr times we may 
bave often seen ber--but who thought ny- 
thing l)out Louise Lateau, the sewing girl ? 
Now she seems fo be anhnated by an intense 
desire fo hide herself from all strangers, and 
that means ex'eryone hOt a resident of Bol, 
d'Haine. We of Fa)-t re as much sfrangers 
to ber s people from Americç when we mect 
ber by accident in Bois d'Haine» shc runs into 
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the nearest house, and everyone in the hamlet 
williugly hell)s ber fo conceal herself, so we 
never catch more than a glilnl)se of ber.'" 
TIwu folh)wed various exl)lanations of this 
strange conduct, which mff be condensed thus. 
T]mre ]rave beeu OCCtSiOIIS on XV]lie]l Louise has 
been aceosed on the highway 1)y persons un- 
km)wu fo her among whmn, le reader will 
regret fo hear bave been those of her own sex, 
who ]rave h)aded her witl abuse, giving a most 
vile exl)lanation of her suflbrings, and aeeusing 
ber of wishing, by a shamefid fi'aud, to stir u 1) 
the people. Thus do he unl)elieving hell> fo 
heighten the resemblanee l)etweeu ber and ber 
Divine Master. Added t tlis. ]mr sisters are 
always watching strangers, and pu[ting uuami- 
able interpre{ations on their aetious, and Louise 
necessarily muet le influeneed l 3" their ill- 
uatured conversation, although it nmy hot meet 
with ber a.pproval, ls i{ so very surprising 
aher all, that the reeolleethm of insults should 
cause ber fo fear and shun evervone of whose 
friendship she is not positively certain  



THE tlOME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 

" I have never seen Louise )-et, alflmtlgh M. 
le (',tiré has assured me that my turn will soon 
arrive,' said a gentlemen whom we had met af 
every meal af the ]Iotel de la Posteone of 
tle "iron men" of the neigllorhood. " You 
know," said lie, a.l»pealing fo tlie hmdhn'd, 
"]low very ()tien my ]msinêss ol)liges nie 
l>ass throug]l Bois d'IIaine two and l]n'ee thnes 
daily. NOW very oçten I l>ass throug]l the vil- 
lage so intent on my duties that I do hOt think 
of Louise; you know, eonsidering the natm'e of 
those dulies, lhat eould well le. Sometimes 
1,clore I have even thought, " I ara in Bois 
d'I[aine,' I see a l»laek figure hastily disappear- 
ing in a house ; then I know I have seen Louise, 
whom I wouhl hot ,therwise have remarked." 
"Well. well," said the doetor, " ber comli- 
tion has given ber a notoriety so fir ri'oto agree- 
able in many l»articulars, that I fin" my part do 
hot wonder that she wishes fo emeeal herself 
ff'oto eurious -  
e 3e,, and that she shrinks 
everyone save her ohl fl'iends." 
"As fir as I have read.'" said 
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"it is you doctors who torlnent her with all 
your investigations. There is but one expèri- 
ment that you have failed fo make; you have 
hot sent her on an ocean voyage fo discover if, 
since she docs hot eat, it would be possible for 
ht, r fo l»e scasick. IIad she a perfect horror of 
all d,ctors I cmhl readily comprehend the rea- 
SOll. 
TIe young man ldushcd, as he replied in a 
low volte, " Madame, what you say is trot too 
truc." 
"As fo [his matter of her hot eating," said 
the landlord, who ]mving been. like his wife. 
denied aeeess fo Louise's cottage, took every 
opportunity to express a peevish ineredulity, 
"I don't believe if af all. Why," added he, 
helping himself fo an enormous sliee of eold 
toast. « it is perfectly impossible! " 
The doctor, whcse own appcite had bêen 
sharpened ]y the journey ri'oin Louvain, as 
well as by exeitement, and under whose knifê 
a.nd fork the viands were disappearing as rapidly 
as was consistent with gentlemanly nmnners, 
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regarded lnine host fc)r an instant with a look of 
keen amusement, before rel)lying laughingly, 
'" Crtainly for you, and for me." 
"' That is what I find so ineredible," said the 
gentleman befi)re quoted. "I tan tmderstand 
the stigmata; that is t miracle, it is truc, but 
still eolnprehensilde, llut h»w is if possil»le for 
an)one fo exist witlmut eating ?" 
"' Let me tell you." said the doctor gently. 
"" that of all the conditions under which Louise 
exists, the only one tfiat is totally inexpliea.ble 
by M1 the ltws of science is this lniracle of 
stigmata, for there are deeided marks separating 
if entirely ri'oto the cases to whieh those un- 
learned in lnedieine lnight think if parallel. 
Whereas, stve that, nowhere in the almals of 
medieine has the duration of s]eeplessness, ex- 
istence without food, etc., been so extended as 
in the present example, there are cases on 
record where, in indMduals, lire lins been sus- 
tained for long intervals without thesoe generally 
indispensable ids. So if you believe in the 
stigmata., all else should be easily cre:lited." 
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Il" American Catholics would reflect for a few 
moments, they would hot final this partieular 
eltbct of the IIoly Euehavist so totally unexam- 
l)led in their own experienee, although they 
may never ha,ve seen any development of if that 
they eouhl positively terre miraeulous. ïhat 
the reception of tIoly Communion ean sustain 
(le body lu the euduvanee of extrordinary 
bodily fiaigue, as well as sui)port the soul under 
attliction, but few will deny; that it sometimes 
partially takes tlm place of ordinary nourish- 
ment is hot readily acknowledged, yet the 
jority of us need hot leave out own social circle 
to find one or two examples of this miraculous 
eflbct of the Iloly Echarist operating in a lesser 
degree. Though God does hot always choose 
that this power shall be exhibited, and we have 
no right to make its appearance a test of sanc- 
tity, much lêss ifs non-ppearauce a proof of 
an unworthy reception. 
When the doctor lmd perceived tiret the peo- 
ple of the neighborhood were so utterly exclu- 
ded from the wonders operated in their midst, 
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he had, from motives of politeness, refrained 
from eontinuing the sceount of his eall st 
Louise's cottage, but when ssked for other par- 
ticulars he gsve them freely, mixing them with 
exelamations st her lack of beauty. We could 
hot help being greatly amused at the naive man- 
ner with vhieh he expressed his surprise st 
this, and we thought thst for him it was very 
well the Ahnighty had hot, when 1 Ie so adorned 
Louise's soul, sdded earthly beauty, for the 
doetor's religious sentiments would have had 
still greater diftieulty in overeoming his strong 
inclination fo regard his present Ol)portunities 
as s stsrtling sdvenure. 
When he wss introduced fo her by M. Niels, 
Louise trested him with a great deal of confi- 
dence, and snswered all his questions with the 
utmost frankness. To the question, did she 
really live without nourishment? she replied : 
»" I¢ is s long rime sinee I have felt the need 
of food, and now I ara permitted, sinee I d) hot 
feel any desire for food, fo sbstsin from taking 
it." 

14 
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"'Are y()u (lisgustel with if wlien you see 
it ?" was the next question. 
"" Not af ail," she said. " I think very little of 
it; ail I knmv is that I do hot wish fi»r if." 
'" Da vou noyer desire it ?" aske:l the docDr. 
"" N,)w I hear )'ou often cook fi)r the )thers; 
d»t't you wish fin" it wlten you are 1)reparing 
it?" 
'" Never," answere:l site, "" no lin)re than if I 
h:d just eaten a hearty meal." 
'" And are you well and strong in spite of this 
extrmmlinarv tiret ?" asked he. 
To ber resl)onse in the affirnlative, he enquired 
if it was truc that she could earry her sewing 
m mhine, without assistance, fo any part of the 
hotiso. 
-'" Oh. yes," she replied, and suiting the action 
to the word. she lifted the heavv tailor's 
chine and earried it with case fo another part 
of the ro:»m, a task whicl tlm doctor would have 
tbund diffieult. IIe then asked fo see her 
han,ls, and she rênove:l her mittens, showing 
hands roughenecl by work and very slightly 
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scarred by what al)peared {o bave l,een a 
wound, extending from the, pahn fo the upper 
sri l'ç&ce. 
" And as 1 saw her well and trong,'" he 
added, "s,) she is everv dav of the week with 
/he exception «)f Frida.3-. To-mm'r()w I accom- 
1)anv, M. lt, Curd wlmn he e,,',)es to mhninister 
lloly ('()mnni(m fo ](,r as Viaticum. I nmst 
own tlat 1 an a.nxious to sec the change." 
From lis ]e reader will mders«ml iii;ri 
during many years of the wtmlerfid part (f her 
lire L(mise wa.s uot sulOect t() constant stigm, ti- 
sali(m. She did hot imme(liatcly take her 
place among that elass of hell)less suttbring fo 
which the Tvrolese eesatica Maria M6rl l) 
longed, so that, unlike St. Lidwina, she was hot 
dependent on he eal)riees of th«se aromd ber. 
This was hOt elearlv understo()d in Ameriea: 
ff'oto the ver2" beginning Louise was spokcn of 
as a constant invalid, and about the tilne of our 
own visit fo Bois d'Ilaine a report was in circu- 
lation on this side of the Atlantie lat Louise 
had 1)een 1)revened ri'oto receiving I[oly Cin- 
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munion ],y her fiunily ; in consequence, the stig- 
matisation had ceased, and she was able to rise 
ff'oto led, and that each thne she ruade use of 
lmr regaiued strength to elude the vigilance of 
ber fl'iends in order to receive Holv Communion, 
and it would immediatelv restore her to her 
suttbring ,condition, which was repeatedly cm'ed 
ly the systematie refisal of ber sisters to filow 
the l{lessed 8acrament to enter the ]muse. If 
(,athohcs ha.d reflected lmt a moment thev 
wouhl have reeognized the falseness of this 
report, and by reading the authentie notiees of 
ber lire thev will see that the IIolv Communion 
is lier chier source of relief and consolation. 
That she sh,mld reeeive lIolv Ço:mnunion dailv 
eannot l»e neeessarv for the eontintmnee of the 
miracle, fil" as the reader will remember Louise 
was only a weekly eommunieant when the stig- 
mata first ruade lheir alpeal'ance. If the mb'a- 
ele is now dependent on the dailv reception of 
the l{oly Eueharist, and if God wills that the 
miracle shouhl continue, in the spiritual condi- 
tion. or rather degrt, e, at whieb Louise has 
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ttrrived, slte couhl receive lloly Co,m,tunion 
without human intervention, ets the fi'iends of 
God lmve frequently donc; for example, St. 
Sta.nisltus Kostl«t. and at the prescrit dty Palln 
d'Ovin.* 
Every report concerning I,ouise I, ateau shouht 
be erefifll- eompared vith the tuthentie ae- 
eounts of her life and ber condition, a.nd if there 
is any startling disevepaney between the report 
and these aeeounts. Ameriean Cttholîes will do 
well hot to pay attention to remarks which nm.y 
perhaps be dr«wn originally ri'oto nou-Catholie 
Europetn journ:tls, or from other sources op- 
posed to the e:use of religion. It is truc in all 
the yenrs that h:ve elapsed sinee I,ouise I, ateau 
lins bcen le:çling this remarkable life that there 

h:tve ben some Frida.vs. few in number, on 
whieh no stigmatisation took pltee, but these 
exceptions were apparently without cause, for 

]he pcrusal of Section VI, B(x»k 4, of Faber's work on the 
Blessed Stcrament will throw a great deal of light on prolonged 
abstinence und miraculous Commuuios. From this admirtble 
chapter one mtty sec tiret to deprivc Louise Lateu of the Blessed 
Eucharist would make her ill instead of restoring her to health 
as it would bc a course of starvation for her, 
14 
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the 3- occurred when nothing had leen done to 
Selm.rate Louise ff'oin external influences. 
lns Thursday evening our landlady 
jtlst commeneed to superintend the removal of 
the dishes, when there came another representa- 
tire of the upper circles of Fayt and Menage 
a gentlenmn whose earefld toilet showed how 
aflhctimately he chmg to the youth of whieh 
his apparel was the only relie. After respond- 
ing to the weleome given him by his ae- 
quaintanees he bestowed a hast S glauce al the 
daehn" and al ourselves. 
"Well'" said h% as he seated himself; « last 
Friday there were here to see Louise Lateau 
thirty persons, of wholn fifteen went as they 
came. Among these last was an English gel> 
tleman and his lady, who had brought a letter 
from their own Arehbishop, whose personal 
fl'iends they are to out Arehbishop, who gave 
theln a l'eeommendation fo M. Niels. Thus 
doubly fortified they presented themelves at 
Bois d'Haine» and  M. le Curé l'efltsed lheln 
uneonditionally If ..eems that the lady 
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deavored to expostulate, and M. le Curé showed 
them the door, saying,  I tohl yott 9% go away.' 
I sav theln at the raihvaythe lady is ex- 
tremely well bred, exeessively well ln'e,l. And 
that they should bave been thus treated l" 
«What} refise Mgr. Dec]amps}'" ex- 
claimed one of ]ris hearers. 
« 0lb iha.i is not]ing" sai,l another; 
bas done that many a lime, and le is ready to 
do that at any timebut to iell a lady, 
"And sueh a lady," sai,l the gentleman who 
related the incident and on whom t]e gnod- 
breeding of the Englishwoman had ruade a pro- 
round impression; "I ara very sure if is 
first lime that she was ever t,dd to iake herself 
out of a bouse." 
"So he refised Mgr. Dechamps'" said a 
third. 'I hear that these ladies are admitted 
af. the request of Mgr. de Tourna.yhas M. 
Niels ever refised Mgr. Dmnont 7" 
'" Ah  but Mgr. Dumont's corne Irai rarely 
Perhaps M. hïels know that,'" said one of the 
first speakers. 
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"1 tell you, said the hmdlord, "whose 
recommendation he won't reflse, and that is 
nloney. Let your Englis]nnan give him a hun- 
dred francs, and then he my see Louise." 
'" Çou know better than that," said the fitll 
chorus of voices ; " what does M. Niels tare for 
donations ? They conle without his troubling 
]imself to change his course of action." 
"Yes. said one; " you know that M. 
did ottbr M. Niels a hundred fl'anes, and M. 
Niels threw it back at him. I wouhl hot like 
to be the man fo eoulfle mv request to enter 
with a smn of money." 
"We tan ail see, said another, " that flflly 
one-half of those who gain admittanee are hot 
persons capable of making large donations, and 
we do know that. the wealthy men of the iron 
works here, fo whom a couple of hundred fi'anes 
wouhl l,e as nothing eompared with lheir desire 
fo see Louise, are forced to wait indefinitely for 
their turn fo arrive." 
Leaving, as we then did, this self-eonstîtuted 
eouncil fo soh'e the problem fo whieh flmy 
probably hure hot as yet found the slightest 
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clue, ,n few resuIts of out own observation will 
be dded as  conclusion of the su]ject. 
Doubtless, M. Niels, like Gidt, on, 
simple covenant witl limself by vhich he 
eides whom fo accept and whom fo reject. If 
is hOt improlm]de that the multitude wlo were 
ordered fo return fo tlmir lmme (Jmlges vii, 8), 
were as rancit lewil,lered by tle seemingly ar- 
bitrary seh, etim marie by their leader a.s those 
whom M. Niels tells to g away are wlen they 
see those whom he ehooses. The terres of tlis 
eovenant may le few or lnany, but fl'm all that 
we leard we are toleraldy certain tlmt, unless 
he bas if already, no ne who pays a guid, fo 
eonduet him fo the parish hmse of Boi 
d'Haine will receive the desired permit. In 
out own case, M. Niels was very partieular in 
his inquiries of how the way had leen round. 
As far as donations are concerne& M. Niels re- 
eeives so many that he is eallous fo their in- 
fluencenot but that if anyone ruade him a 
handsome present for the ('hur«h, M. Niels wouhl 
hot sooner or later give a permit, 1,tt tle girl 
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nnlst_ hot a,_sumes  the nature of a brille; there- 
for% let those who are accustomed fo work their 
way fo prominence and influential position on 
account of large donations, be very, very cau- 
tious how they approach M. Niels. If your 
means bave l»arely suced fo l»ring you fo Bois 
d'l laine, but the vicinity of so gl'eat a miracle 
fills 3"mr heart with a pious desire fo contribute 
t» tlm monument that will perletuate ifs 
wmu'y, do llt ]»e ashamed fo oltbr the littlê 
l]at you «an spare fo M. le Curéfi-w his is a 
disposition that will regard far more the 
will qf tac giver than the size qf «ae f«. 
will hot estimate the length of yom" purse 
the h, ngth of your jourlm3-; there is no class 
of mon more ready fo allow ou fo judge of 
3out own peeuniary resourees than the clergy 
of Europe» and [. Niels would hot know how 
fo make himself an exception. Sueh as IIe on 
whom the lesson of the widow's mite is hot 
lost offert despise the ostentatious girls of 
weallh, while they weleome the simple oflbring 
of the poorwhielt brings most surely a bless- 
ing. lerha.ps n. miracle of multiplication. 



VIII. 

OT the faintest tinge of dtwn had 
appeared in the east, when we were 
aroused l»y our landlady's voice a, 
tapping on the doclor's door, she ;dded the 
wort]s : 
" Doctor, it is rive o'cloek." 
"" Yes, Madane." 
A few moments later, qnick, springing foot- 
steps descended the stairway, soon fo be suc- 
eeeded by the sound of the street door elosing 
softly, leaving the house fo darkness and 
silence. This was all. But if ehased sleep. 
from out eyelids, and, mentally, we followed 
the doctor as hastening along the highway, 
he searcely heeded the darknss or the raw, 
misty air. Thus, we sw him aecompanying 
M. Niels into the church still filled with the 
gloomy stmdows of night, faintly their tapers 
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glimmered fin" an instant a.round the tabernacle, 
and them vestel in surpliee and stole, the priest 
issued ri'oto tlm Gothic portal, followed by the 
docteur, who lore in «me hand a votive light, in 
tire ot]t'r a warning bellfir, thank t[eaven, 
this wa, a Christian hmd, and when God leaves 
llis home in the tabernacle fo visit the d3"ing 
and tle ]t,d-riddt.n, the sick and the mflbring, 
fie is mt olliged to hide I[imself ri'oto con- 
tempt and insult. 
Wlere these were going we might hot enter, 
but the variously worded deseriptions of those 
who have been thus privileged unite to form 
but one distinct pictm'e, and so we knew what 
greeted the e)es of priest and doetor as the)" 
entered Louise's chmnber. Graduallv since mid- 
niglt the wotmds, one l 3- one, had opened, and 
n »w all the marks of the physical suflbrings of 
the Passion were visille, thve )ou ever seen 
the tirer celelrated E««e lIomo of the Corsini 
galler" in Rome--the works of four among the 
greatest artits that Italy has produeed ? They 
are no marlle fietions but eolor has lent ifs 
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powerful aid fo make man realize the «twfid 
eonsequenees of sin, and nothing is omitted; 
there are the bloody thorns, the shabl)y 1)url)le 
mantle, the livid wounds eaused by the brutal 
stripes, and eaeh of these paintings is the more 
perfeet in proportion as it a.1)l)ro«tehes more 
nearly the ideals of the Tyrolese artists, whose 
realistie rel)resentations so shoek the sensitivo 
minds of the majority of tourists. IIave :}'ou 
ever seen Albrecht DUrer's, "Christ the hn- 
plorer of Souls ?"* How the blood streams fi'onl 
that thorn-erowned head! And those frightful 
gashes in the elasped han,ls stretched forth in 
mute entreaty ! Ah! that we had a few more 
of sueh 1)roduetions of art[ Perhal)s , then, 
there would be a few more to exelain, as we have 
heard those whose souls were touehed by the 
graee dwelling in works such as these- " That 
was the way it really was !" 
All such representations united, so those who 
bave seen Louise at this hour tell us, barely 

« Preserved in the gallery of the hIoritz Kapellc, 1Nuremberg, 
sometimes called Diire"s Ecce Homo. 
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succeed in produ«iug the saine profimnd, impres- 
sion as that. ruade by vitnessing Louise's condi- 
tion when she received the Iloly Viaticum. 
Motionless, she kneels erect, inseusible of all 
save pain; the 11ool ttows fr,»m every wound 
and drips fronl the marks of the invisible 
crown upon the linen clolh q»read over her 
hands, on the fingers of the priest, perhap on 
the Ilost ltself. Wateh ber as long as you 
may, each moment will bring the evidence of 
some previously uunoticed torture, andthat 
wa.s lhe way it really was ? 
Oh, no  If is hOt barbarous  these representa- 
tions are hOt the result of a savage faste, neither 
are they ealeulatetl to foster if. The share that 
man had in the original scene was barbarou, 
the torments were inflieted bymen rendered 
savage through malice; sin, the cause of these 
torments, is still more sawge, still more barba- 
rous and nlost barbarous of all is the manner 
in whieh we ungratefldly shrink ri'oto ansthing 
that will remind us of what a God, ruade man 
for us, suflbred for out redemption. We do hot 
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like fo see the dreadfifl eflbcts of [mr ,»wn sinfi,1 
love of ease and 1)leasure pictured so foreit,ly 
fo our eye; we wish fo figure the Passion of 
Christ fo ourselves in some din b shadowy» poetic 
style that will hot agitate out feelings so 
severely. 
With us, as we waited that morniug for day- 
light fo appear, the viciuity of Louise Lateau 
gave out neditations a most realistie tendeney, 
and a speeies of involuntary nature. Sugges- 
flous semned fo eome rather ff'oto without than 
froln within, and as we thought of Calvary 
itself, not an incident that eouhl add fo the suf- 
fering or fo the ignominy seemed fo eseape 
the flaunting bamml'S, the gay military trap- 
pings were all there; the expressions of thc 
triumph of a foreign power over the Sou of 
Dvid, whieh was as deep an abyss of ignominy 
as the gibes of those who passed by ; and when 
He was laid fo rest by gentle, loving hands, 
there were gaping wounds that would hot ch,se, 
but seemed like mouths that will hot be nmte, 
erying aloud to the end of rime, "Oh, my 
people '" 
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To ri'ame to ourselves other ideals more con- 
,onant with our own notions of the dignity and 
majesty of the Divinity» would be imitating the 
Jews in their rejection of Our Lord because He 
d,l hot accord with leir preconceived ideas. 
We cannot regard the Passion of Out Lord in  
poetcal light ; there is no poetry in it save in 
its own inherent sublhnitythat sublimity 
whM never» even in Isaias, reaches a height so 
h»çty as when he describes the Man of Sorrows 
as utterly wthout comeliness and beauty pos- 
sesshg nothhg that could make us desh'ous of 
Ilim. "Despised, and the most al_eet of men." 
(Isaias liii, 3). So IIe appeared on Calvar', and 
so we must accept Him; for we bave no right 
to make ftflse gods fo ourselves b)" imagining 
the mystery of the Redemption to bave been 
aeeolnplished in the slightest degree diflbrently 
flore « the way in which it really ws." Had 
there been a better, a more sublime, a nobler 
method, it would bave been chosen by the 
Èternal Wisdom. 
With sentiments other than these it might be 
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dangerous fo approaeh Bois d'Ilaine; for in no 
place could false sensitiveness reeeive so severe 
a hock as by conteml)lating this very realistic 
portrayal of the Mys/eries of Calvary, and 
unless we are aeeustomed fo thiuk rightly eon- 
eerning the 1)assion of Christ, if woul,l be well 
nigh impossible »r us fo learn the reasons why 
God ehooses fo have some of ifs phases so 
quently repeated. 
When the tardy daylight af length appeared. 
we were glad fo fise and hasten fo Mass, in 
whieh we wouhl find refige ri'oto the whM- 
wind of thought which was earrying us hither 
and thither. The nmrning hours rollcd by 
slowly; for we eould not read. neither did we 
eare for conversation--as we were experiencing 
that dreadfi|l feeling of unrest which is the 
resnlt of expeetation. Towards noon our land- 
lady appeared af out door in a state of ang W 
exeitement, though we eould diseern that we 
were hOt the objeets of ber ire. She addressed 
us very pleasantly, bidding us eome to out 
dinner. 

15" 
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" If won be very palatable, said she ; "' for 
I fidlod fo find any fish in the market. I lmve 
donc my best wifi ,egetables eggs and r- 
dines.'" 
" l'Il show them tha.t tlmt can't be done 
hcrc.'" she muttered between ber teeth. ';' Pri- 
vaey, indeed--in a great hurry ' So are these 
the saine reasons for baste in both cases." 
We fifllowed ber fo the dining-room, scarcely 
uUdel'standing these last remarks; 1)ut as she 
Ol)CnCd the door for us we saw a group, whose 
appearance 1)artially exl)lained the displeasure 
of our hostess. Evidently this partya blonde 
gentleman a.ccompanied by two ladieshad 
wished fo secure 1)rivacy by means of an early 
dinner, hot knowiug that this would constitute 
 first-cla.ss insult fo the innkeepers and fo their 
«   quiet and unobtrusive pair 
eue. t._. A more 
thau this fifil'-haired gentleman and the tall 
lady lu mourning, whom we supposed might be 
his wife, are scarcely ever seen, but the lady 
who was with them was greatly elated af beig 
in their soeiety, and she lavished polite atten- 
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tions on them, tre,-tthg the gentlcman with a 
dcference only lestowed en thosc of ro'al 
descent. 
Needless to say we did hot altogcther 
the position in which out landlady had placed 
us. though we had no alternative but to take 
the places which she assigned us, opposite the 
oflnding group, ai whom she dal-ted an angr" 
glanee. The gentleman wore a la.rge seal ring. 
whieh he eoneealed as soon as he pcreeived that 
it had attraeted out attention, lmt no/ belote 
we had deteetcd the fleur de lys. among other 
speeimens of heraldie z»ology and botany. 
Hearing us speak to one another, he told the 
lady, who seemed tobe the eompanion of 
one whom we suppose lobe his wife, to address 
us in out native language, perhaps to give us 
polite warning that we would be understood. 
She spoke very fluently, with rather a harsh 
accent, but like one who feels at home in t]le 
use of foreign idioms. The lady in mouning, 
so she told us, had once belote witnessed the 
miracle of Bois d'Haine ; Dr. Lefebvre had been 
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present., he had tested the wounds in Lou- 
ise's hands, and he had proved that. the wounds 
.really penetrated the pa.lm. This lady eonlpan- 
ion questioned us very elosely eoneerning the 
doctor, expressing great disapl)ointment beeause 
Dr. l,efebvre would hot be present. 
All this rime tha.t she was eonversing with 
us, she did hot pause in the least in her atten- 
tions t, the gentleman whom she served to 
whatever was lacking on his plate lefore he had 
rime to express any desire for it, and ber defer- 
entifl eonduet diflbred greatly from the manner 
of the Xmeriean hostess, begging ber guests to 
tnke another eup of tea., etc., etc. 
It annoyed the gentleman in no slighç degree, 
for his present aire was to ignore his tank as 
mueh as possible, and as on the Continent 
Ameriean travelers have the reputation of 
making their republiea.n notions but too appa- 
rent, even af the risk of oflbnding the rules of 
politeness whenever the slightest occasion 
fords them the chance of proelaiming these 
principles, his annoyanee was by lin lneans les- 
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sened by our presence. We, on our part, wished 
as he,nrtily as they could have done, that the 
landlady had respected their demands for pri- 
vacy; for we had no desire to intrude ourselves 
upon persons whose rules of etiquette diflbred 
so widely ri'oin those which govern a repu]lican 
society. We learned in this S]lOl't ]mlf-])ur fo 
apl)reciate, in solne degree, the feelings o1" tlm 
"help" at a gentleman's eountr F re.-:idence, who, 
in sitting at tlm table with tlmse whom she 
serres, finds herself unexpeetedly surrounded 
by the manners and al)pliances of a lire af eom- 
plete varinnee with that by which she |as 
always been surrounded. In the lady eompan- 
ion we probably saw the descendant of one who 
had been a faithfifl friend of some an('estor of 
the house of whieh the gentleman was a meln- 
ber. Admiration of a ruler, and personal fl'iend- 
ship for him, when bequeathed as a legaey fo 
posterity, unite fo form the quality of unswerv- 
ing loyalty in his deseendants, and even the 
nost intense republiean that ever stood on 
American soil eouhl hot deny that if would be 
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unjust, and cruel to deprive this ltdy of  
quality which afforded ber such genuine happi- 
ness. 
In one of ber endeavors to show ber devo- 
tion shc overturned the castor, and its mingled 
contents streamed into their box of sardines, 
making a most loathsolne compound. (As sar- 
dincs were our principle article of food, that 
accident destroyed their dinner). The poor 
s 
la.dy was utterly dismayed, and to eomole her 
the gentlenmn helped himself to a sardine, sa.y- 
ing very pleasantly - 
" Friday, at Bois d'Ilaine, one should be wil- 
ling to do penanee." 
'" Penanee need hot go to tlmt extreme, re- 
marked our mother; "there are sa.rdines 
enough for all in out portion." 
In obedienee to this suggestion, one of us 
passed out supply to the lady, that she might 
repair the results of her a.wkwardness; in her 
exeitement, she forgot to utter one word of 
thanks to us, lmt the gentleman, who never for 
a. moment seemed fo lose sight of the ide:t that 
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he had no esl)ecial clailns fo defcrence ri'oin in- 
habitants of a republie, reminded her instantly 
of her negleet. 
"You must thank the 3-oung lady; ]mw does 
one say merci in English ?" 
" Thank 3"on "'" n'e't-«e l»:' ? "' si(l t]e lul.y 
in mourning, ami 
They then conversed am()ng tlemselvcs 
rcIlch» the sulje('ts bcing al)stincn«c on Fri- 
day, and thc Lcnten fast; and wc could per- 
ceive that the lady in mourning adhercd to the 
most strict manner of observing themthat 
thoroughly fish and vegeta])le rnle which never 
cornes north of the Alps and the P3-renees, and 
which, in çact, is onl 3" compatil)le with « mihl 
climate and an carl 3" supply )f native vcge- 
tables. 
As tMs 1)arty arose to lcare, the door ])clind 
us opened, and wc heard slow fi»otstei)s al)- 
protching the table. 
"Good da), ladies,' said thc doctor s volte. 
As we turned fo respond fo the greeting, we 
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saw a ve W diflbrent being fi-om the young ex- 
quisite of the evening before and as he seated 
himself at the tt}Jle there was hot the slightest 
trace of the excitement with which he had 
begun lais investigations. He was followed by 
an elderly gentleman (also a doctor), who was 
aeeompanied by lais sona youth of about 
twenty ; the father had been already admitted 
npon the saine footing as the other doetor; the 
son, like ourselves, awaited the hour of eestasy. 
This doctor seemed inelined fo converse upon 
the events of the morning, but out acquaintanee 
replied with an evident reluctaneevery diftbr- 
eut from his previous manner. 
"One regrets fo leave for asingle moment," 
remarked the old gentleman af one stage of 
the conversation. 
"I should not ha ve left," replied he, "had 
not I. le Curé insisted that I should corne fo 
my dinner." 
We looked at him as he are slowly, and with 
that peculiarly deliberate manner which be- 
tokens how very far away thought is from that 
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which is entering the mouth; audit seemed to 
us a miracle greater than Louise's total absti- 
nence, that the body should be so thoroughly 
dêpendênt on food as to oblige hot only us, who 
were expecting to witness the miracle of which 
wê had so vivid an idea, but also those who had 
been observing more than we expected t() see, 
to take that nourishment whose Qpcrations, a.fter 
ail the explanations that men of science cax 
give, are so mysterious and incomprehensible. 
Although the reluctance ()f the young doctor 
fo enter iuto any conversation whatever, much 
less fo touch upon any of the events of the 
morning, was very evident, the ohl physician 
could hot forbear uttering his thoughts aloud. 
"Well; it is truê," said hê, "ail that wê are 
told is just so, and there is nothi)g like.it in 
ail the annals of medicine--it is hot we who 
have to dêal with such matters, is it ?" 
Instead of feplying to him, the young doctor 
turned to us, and, speaking with an earnestness 
and a depth of reverential feeling which some 
persons would have been surprised to see a 

16 
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yomg :m »f his character exhibit, he ex- 
claimed : 
"()h! m:tdtme, it i just as we read, only 
more w,nlerflflmore wonderflfl For it 
impossil,le fi)r any pn to describe ail so accu- 
rately as to pro.luee an impresion sutciently 
oxalted." 
[nleel, this was hot ditNcult to beliove ; for 
he hd cme fo Bois d'l[aine tl,)roughly 
derstanding all the details of the eas, 
if was in tle power of writt¢u descriptions to 
impart knowledg, and yet this knowledge had 
fidled fo produee a.ny visible change in him, at 
all comparalle to that eflbcted by actually 
ing the miracle. 
The nxt remrkable addition to out party 
wa.s two theologi«d students, who might bave 
attained af the utmost the age of twenty; the 
decidedly triangular shape of their broad-brim- 
med bats, the graefifl mamer i which they 
wore the cloak and cassock, and the complete 
harmony of a.ll the parts of their ecclesiastical 
costmne, bespoke their peculiar rig]t to be 
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called I{mmn, and we were mt surprised fo 
hear that []ey wm'e 1,ursuing llmir studi,s 
the Bclgian ('llt, ge in l-hne. They were now 
mOoying a vacation and a visit to their nn[ive 
land, and they had lrought with them an intro- 
ductorv lettre" to M. Niels ff'oto the Prefect of 
the Propagamlaa reeolnmendatim whi'h had 
proeured tlem admittanee fo the hour of 
eestasv. 
The conversation now wandered awav 
the all-al)sorlfing topic (f interest, and assumed 
a character which Europeans love to style co 
mopolite. This charactcr is a natural conse- 
quence of the meeting of persons of diflç, rent 
nations, and, therefi)re, is of frequent occur- 
rence af hotel:tables and on the decks of stealn- 
ets, whether these last be mere excursion boats 
or regular ocean pa.ekets, and he who is unable 
to un(lerst;md all the variations of French 1)y 
means of which cosmopolite ideas are expressed, 
misses many nn ngreeable ol)portunity of ac- 
quiring usefltl information. On this occasion 
the l{oman students acquitted themsehes very 
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handsomely, and» without any unbecoming bold- 
ness, showed themselves thoroughly eonversan 
with all the questions of the day, and even 
capable of giving informntion eoneerning mat- 
ters of interest. One half-hour in their soeiety 
wouhl be « most powerflfl argument against all 
the slurs cast upon the system of education 
emph,yed by Home. By what means they had 
attahed their intellectual deveh»l)ment we are 
hot prepared to state» but nowhere under the 
influence of that which the voice of lberal 
reform calls enlightened institutions do young 
men of nineteen and twentv show the saine d 
chie,1 marks of nental culture. 
'" By the way," said the ohler doctor, "" during 
a. pa,,se in the conversatîon» when you passed 
by Louse's house, was that English Archl,ishop 
still standing with his fl-iends on the out.side ? " 
The students, who were the (mes a.ddressed. 
replied in the affirnmtive a.nd asked one or two 
questions concerning this party. 
'" Why lad/es, true enough. I ha'e something 
to tell you," sahl the young doetor. "You 
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know that Engli,h getlelnal and Iris lady 
eerning whom there was se)me ('onversation last 
ex-ening ? Who d,) you think if was that 
them tha.t letter fo Mgr. Deelmq)s ? It was 
the Arehl)ish) 1) of Canterl,ury*Dr. Manuing 
himself They bave returned to-day, and Mgr. 
Manning is with them; he has ruade if a per- 
sonal reluest to M. Niels, that /his gentleman 
and his wife shouhl le permitted to witness 
everytling, l)ut M. le Cur6 wouhl hot c, msent." 
"' Well !'" in/errupted one of the gentlemen 
of Fart. " M. Niels has shown belote this/bat 
if is very li/tle he caves fin" lishol)S or Arch- 
bishol)S, esl)ec'ially sinee he has leen vested 
with indisputal)le «tthority in this marrer.'" 
" But," said th doct,)r. "it lU hot every 

«Xt the time when the conversoEtion above recorded took place, 
Dt'. 5[:tnning th_n, n,»t yet elevated to the Cardinalate, was 
a'nong Europe:ms often c:tllê.l Arehbishol) of Cntcrburyso 
often that it w:ts ettsy to forger that, although Catholic primait of 
En¢land, he w,ts the incumbcnt of the new sec of Wcstminster. 
Pr3bably European Catholics vcrscd in ccclcsiasticM histot T can 
never cease to regarJ thc one who has inherited the powêrs of 
St. Dunst:tn, .St. Ansclm, an3 St. Thom:ts a Becket, as Xrch- 
bishop of Cantzrbury. In orler to make the Doctor's eulogy as 
comprehensiblc as it was applicab',e his exact words are p'e- 
served. 
16. 
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Archbi,shop who is the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and not every Archbishop of Canterbury 
has been a Dr. Manningl However, M. le 
Curé tre:tts hiln with the utmost respect, oflr- 
ing lim every opportunity of investigation, but 
bu will hOt. adroit his fl'iends on those saine 
conditions." 
"¥ou know, don't you ?" s:tid the ohler doc- 
tor, " that M. Niels tina.lly eonsented fo allow 
the gentleman and his wife fo be present during 
the h,mr ,)f eest«tsveach a halghour, in turn 
and that was a great concession; fc)r the nmn- 
ber of those pel'mitted fo enter is unusually 
large to-da.y." 
"' They l'eflsed that," replied the other, "" and 
5Igl'. M;mning will hot enter af all unless he tan 
secure to his friends precisely the saine privi- 
leges which he enjoys. Now, these three are in 
the meadow ol)posite Louise's bouse, and they 
intend fo wtteh all afternoon, and see what 
elass of people are a.dmittedhow if is all con- 
dueted, etc. If is eertainly x'ery noble for 
Archbihop 5hmning to stand by his friends so 
firmly," 
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" But how polite nd kind M. le Curé is to 
us!" sfid the older gentlemm, "aad is it hot 
wonderfid to observe the iustau¢ change when 
he addresses some one with whom he chooses 
to be displeased ?" 
" Each time," rel)lied his .young ('ollea.gue, " I 
cougratulate'myself on )ur singultr luck, ami 
I lmd(e  resolution to be still more eircumsi)ect 
in my conduct towards him; [ sh()uhl hot eujoy 
tha.t style of treatment." 
There is nothing like the vMnity ,)f holy 
places to promote a nq)id acquaintance, to throw 
down what ma.y be called the uneharita.tfle re- 
strints of society, and to cause 1)eople to realize 
the bonds of union created by  common par- 
ticipttion of the Sacraments of the Catholic 
Church ; therefore when we all arose ri-oto the 
toEble the csmd observer wouhl h:tve been sur- 
prised to learu that the ac.lu:tiutnee had been 
of so recent «u origin. As the doctors left the 
room, they stid very 1)le:tantl S to those ad- 
mitte:l to the hour of ecstsv  
"At recoS", chez Louise.'" 
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There had been no fiu-ther conversati, m con- 
cerning Cardinal Manning and his fl'iends, 
alnong OUl'selves we discussed the ail[tir more 
freely. Perhaps, of all those then assembled 
at B,»is d'H«fine, we best understood the situa- 
ff,m, whi«h was occasioned by the meeting of 
two systems diflbring entirely one ff'oto the 
other. We remembered the dose relations ex- 
isting between clergy and laity in out own 
landrelations resulting in part froln the ex- 
freine dependence of a Church disunited from 
the State, on the laity in general, and we now 
knew where this dependence did hot exist that 
certain l»onde of union between pastor and 
pe»ple were hot only severed, ]rot were also hot 
in the least understood. l. Niels probably is 
one of those who eannot COlnpre}lend any of the 
good resulting from out system ; thus. he eould 
hot believe tiret it was of anv importance that 
lay pro'sons should bave the saine opportunity 
of giving testimony to religious faets as the 
elergy. Were he told that there is a class of 
English-speaking Catholies to whon the voiee 
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of t la.ymau would, in some things, carry more 
conviction than the word of a.n ecclesitstic, the 
good ma.n wouht be horror-striclçen, ami cer- 
tainly would do a.ll in his power to thwtrt pltns 
of concession to sueh persons. 
There is eertaiuly mueh tlmt is bea.utififl in 
the relations which la.ve subsisted botween 
priest aud peol»le in lands wlwve tlm Church 
exists without tempwal assistam'emucl to 
telnpt mimls even greater thau M,ntalemlert's 
to eonsider the severanee of Church fl-on State 
as a superior system ; and did hot IIfly Church 
herself point to its evils and dangers, they mîght 
esea.pe out notice. For us it is well as if is.. 
since if is so that God gives it to us, and wheu 
He chooses fo give the "secoml best," we must 
take it submissively, and work a.ecordiugçv. 
never negleeting, however, fo pay the due tri- 
bute of praise fo that which is better. Thus it 
is that with us, although M. Niels wouhl hot be 
able fo understa.nd if immediately, the clergy 
may aecept the help of the laity in :t grea.ter 
degree thau in some other lamlsfiw-our good, 
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kind Go:l will in these cases give the graee of a 
l>eeuliar voeatim which lle withlml,ls where 
811c assistance is unnecessary. 
Five )'ears' ' " 
ae<lUan tance wifl Eur,>pean jour- 
nalism, upon whose l>ages Cardinal Manning 
stands mnong l>l'mfinent figures, had ruade us 
fimiliar with many lovely traits in his charae- 
ter. as well as with [le l>ower of hi intellect 
whicl enables him to be so great a defender of 
the (hurch. Certainly no[ less [han his logieal 
ehquenee does [his unfitiling gentleness and 
1,>veliness win souls fo God» and even [he Che- 
mies of the Church eoul,l eease a moment ff'oto 
their violent abuse of religion to [ell with ad- 
miration of the manner in which Archbisho]) 
Manning was known alike in cottage and mancr 
house» rel>roving , advising, eonsoling, entering 
in[o the joys and sorrows of ail, irrespective of 
ra.nk or condition. In him the worhl ean be- 
hold the l>erfet flfltilment of a voation most 
neeessary where the Chureh is regula[ed as it 
seems [o l>lease God tha,[ it shall be for [le pre- 
sent among us x ho use the English tongue. 
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other lands, where the telnporal aflMrs of the 
Chureh dëpend only on the State the clergy are 
hot obligetl to mingle so fi'eely with the people, 
and they may, if they wish, follow all the wise 
counsels of St. Philip Neri, aml retire COlnpletely 
from the worhl, knowing it only. through the 
misery which if is their vocation fo alleviate, 
sl)ea.king fo it only through the confessional 
and the pull)it , or af the bcdsidc of thc siek and 
dying. Free from many t)f the tares which out 
system entails, tlwy are af leisure fo give them- 
selves to study, to a lire of progressive piety, 
and fo devote their energies to devising all 
manner of means for the salwttion of souls, 
means of guidiug more early those ,lready on 
the rooEd fo perfection, and neans of attraeting 
those enslaved by the allurenents of sinful plea- 
sure fo the ptth of virtue. This last was the 
system which M. Niels would understand, and 
if would take an intellect more powerful than 
even Cardinal Manniug's fo eonvinee him that 
there was anything trustworthy in that which 
is deeidedly its opposite. 



192 

A ¥ISIT TO BOIS D'IIAINE, 

Af half-past one o'clock we at length felt our- 
selves at liberty to repair to Louise's bouse, and 
we walked slowly through the streets of Fayt, 
sl)wly over the stony highway leading to Bois 
d'l[aine. Just the day before the Holy 
Church throughout the earth had said that 
when the world was growing cold, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. desiring to inflame our hearts with 
the tire of Itis love, had renewêd the Sacred 
Stig,nata of the Passion in the body of Blessed 
Franeis and had shown faith in him in various 
ways the wonderful mysteries of the Cross. 
(Roman 3Iissal, September 17.) That very da3" , 
in praising the virtues of the seraphie Joseph 
of Cupertinum, she had deelared that God or- 
dained that His only begotten Son should be 
lifted upon the Cross, so that all things might 
be drawn unto Himself.--(Roman 5Iissal, Sept. 
18.) As lhe day belote had lold us fo learn 
the lessons of bearing our aflticlions with 
tienee and making the Cross out sure defenee, 
so this dty itself bade us raise our lninds above 
all earthly desires so as fo be able to eome into 
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the presence of the Court of Heaven. To all 
this» the events of lhat Friday ai Bois d'IIaine 
were sounding a grand Amen, grander Chan lhe 
most beautiful finale ever composed by Pales- 
lrina, Cherubini, or any of lhe great masters of 
religious music; and as lhere are certain sounds 
in nature lhat range either [oo high or too low 
for lhe ordinary ear, so lhere are certain lhings 
which, making but slight impressions on the 
world ai large, are yet di.tinclly audible lo the 
ear of the willing soul, so it was that day that 
we heard the seeming diseords melting into har- 
mony and proclaiming the glory of the '-' " 
tro of 
Christ. 
Indeed that little cottage, around whicli ex- 
pectant groups were gathered on the afternoon 
of that bright Sel)teml)er day, seelned like a 
sanetuary; for there was that atmosphere of 
quiet and peaee whieh always tests on the 
seene of a holy action, and whieh extends ifs 
influence even over the unbeliever. Among 
those assembled belote Louise's door there were 
many wholn we had hot as yet seen; for those 

17 



194 a VISIT TO BOIS IIAINE» 

who had received permission by letter had just 
arrived on the noonday train. Among these 
were two German ladies, accompanied by a 
priest, whom, h'om his dress and general ap- 
l>earance, we ju,lged t,» le a. personage ot' no 
slight imp, n'tanee in his native plaee. There 
was also a religieuse of one of the uncloistered 
or, Ici's, and several 1Mgian clergymen. The 
others were women of the middle classes, re- 
markal,le neither for age nor fir any other 
lualilication whieh one might suppose desirable 
tbr admittanee to Louise Lateau's cottage.* 
Never, even under the influence of the most 
solenln surroun,lings, do we lose out individual 
peeuliarities, the stamp of personal identity, 
and we are never more ourselves than when we 

« "We.are repeatedly informed that ladies are no longer admitted 
to Louise's cottage--no person of the fenmle sex. There were 
certain hours always, at which only doctors and priests were per- 
mitted to corne, and others at which persons of every condition 
could receive permission to enter. From aletter written by the 
Rev. J,achin Adam, dated 3Ienage, September 28-29, 1877, we 
quote thc fi»llowing : " I lml'ried to the house of the ccstatica 
thcrc I met sevcral pricsts ; thcrc wcre also a fcw nuns present, 
and a few secular ladies and gentlcmcn." Again : "Arrived at 
the house, we noticed a few nuns and some Christian br,thers-- 
tl«TI ,dl fo:b,wed «s ira" (Sec _l«c ][«ri,«, Nov. 10, 1._'377.) 
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are f«ce to fce with serious facts; for then we 
forger the self-possession wïth which we are 
aeeustomed to veil not control the operations 
of out character. At Louise's door there was 
hOt that tmifovmity of «ration which the Amer- 
Jean Catholic wouhl exl)eet  but eaeh one fifl- 
h)wed a diflbrent inpulsesome withdrew fi'on 
their COml)auions t) wa.it in silence, 1)erhal)S to 
1)ny, wlile ()thers gathered in groul)s t) sl)eak 
in h)w fortes of thcir expectations or clse fo 
discuss Cardinal Manning and his frieuds. 
" An Archbishol) , tha.t " exclaimed one of 
the women i "why ho is dl'esscd quite like 
layman, and you say he is a fiunous prelate  
They do strangely in England " 
We looked at Cardinal Malming, who stood 
M. some little distmce talking with an English 
gentleman, beside whom stood a lady who did 
alfswer precisely fo the description of "excced- 
ingly well-bred.'" We could hot forbear a smil% 
as we wondered where the good woman 
ever seen a layman wearing a closely-buttoned 
ffock coat of such extreme lcngth, and if 
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g('ntlemen in Belgimn w(,re black elo(h gai(ers 
rea.ching nearly fo tlm knee, which were such 
excellent substitutes for the knee-]»reeehes and 
l,lack sto('kilgs of a certain elass of It¢dian 
ecclesiastics. To us this costume, far less 
manlike th;tn the street-drcss of our own priests, 
and as near an apln'oach t) the elerical street- 
(lress of Rome as wouhl 1,ê ln'udent [11 the 
elergy of a. emmtry like England, seemed fo 
us a yearning for the true eeclesiastieal garb 
a sentiment which exists in the heart of exery 
faithfil, pious priest who is eondemned fo dis- 
guise himself in lay apparêl. " 
llaving once seen Cardinal Manning's face, 
who ean waste flrther thought on his gar- 
ments ? Ilis is one of those wondêrfil eounte- 
nanees where gentleness and purity uuite fo 
give thtt appearauee of perl)etual 5-outh, whieh 
masks the evidenees of stmly and learning 
those who see strength of e]mraeter and 
of deep thought in the ravages matie by worldly 
eares and the tur;noil of passion. There is the 
wisdom of the serpent, the hannlessness of the 
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dove in flose 1,rig]fl blue eyes, so expressive of 
keen penetratio aml of a eharity kindled 
the titane of Divine Love, and the fifirness .of 
complexion more than S«xon in ifs perfection, 
tlmt sparkling countenanee, rendering so easy 
belief in the lmninous features of Moses, seemed 
fo tell us that hot to Louise alone of all in out 
day and generation is the Blessed Eucharist 
drink and ment indeed ; for it was an ide more 
incredible than the miracle wliich we were 
about fo see, that ordinary nourishment eouhl 
resolve itself into forms so flfll of spiritual 
loveliness. If there was any'lgllOllllll 3-' " in leing 
thrust away ff-oto the scene of the llfil'aele, if it 
was painfifl fo stand and watch the suceessfifl, 
the unpleasantness must have leen greally tem- 
pered by being accompanied and SUlported 
so illustrions a personage» and we felt that even 
we eould have endured all patiently had we 
heard those fil-m, clear tones tellhlg us- 
" Don't go away, I shall stay 1,y you: I will 
stand with vou." 
A few moments before two o'cloek M. le 
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Curé arrived with a Franciscan nlonk, and the 
genth.nau and the two ladies whom our hostess 
had oldiged to sublnit fo the pullie dinner. As 
they aplwoached the eottage 1,y the winding 
r)a,1 leading from Bois d'lIaine, the dress of 
M. le Curd, ('loak, cassock and ]woad-1)l'ilmnCd 
lat, as wcll as le more c(mspicuous costume of 
thc Fralleisean, his worn and fiuled gown, the 
olive seed rosary ai his side. his hempen girdle 
and })rown cloak and cow1, his bal'e, sandalled 
ri'et, and uncovel'ed head, gave the group a pic- 
t u res, lUC and rel igi()us cha racter which accorded 
well with the scene and occasion, and we felt 
that the presence of a son of St. Francis. a 
memler of that Order h) whom the devotion fo 
thc Sa('rcd Stigmala is a spccial legacy» a pecu- 
liar right, was singula.rly aplwopriate. 
M. le Curé addressed all presenl in a low 1)ut 
distinct voice, saying  
" Ladies and gentlemen, ai the very earllest 
moment that if will be possible to enter I will 
apprize you of the fitcl." 
He then entered Louise's house leaving 
companions among those lu waiting. 
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One accoml)anilnent of Louise's condition is 
an incoml)rehensil)le feeling" of humiliation af 
1)eing seen 1)y any stranger when she is in ber 
sta.te of stigmatization, which feeling is attril)u- 
ted fo a special grace designed 1,y God fo ln'e - 
vent sl)iritual pri,h., and 
her hmnility. Altl,)ugh she tries t,) con,luer 
these emotions of what ma)" le terne:l a mirac- 
ulous shame, this eflbrt causes her a torture 
which it is impossilde fi)r her t,) eonceal, and 
the family will hot alh)w tlis sutlbring to 1)e 
inflicted; therefi)rA, if is ()nly dnring her 
ments of insensil)ilitv that such as we are 
1)ermitted fo see her. D,)ct,)rs and the higher 
order of elergy, tle fimdly wclcome ai all 
beeause they cherisl a lingering h()l)e that Sollle 
ph3"sieian or some theoh)gian llla)" reverse the 
hitherto mdversal verdict of 
The Chureh hot only respects the rights of lhe 
household and lhe fiunilv, but ,he is also their 
jealous defender, and in 
pslor my use his inttuence fo procure eonees- 
slons, but he eannot command an5"thing; there- 
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il»re, in terming the insttnt that Louise's ecstasy 
wonhl tender ]mr unconscious of all around her, 
"as soon ts if would be possible to enter," M. 
Niels referred fo the concessions which he ha.s 
succeeled in obtaining--not to any arbitrary 
arrangement dcpendent upon his owu whims. 
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-------ïl'l' len,,'tl the ea«,'erlv exe'ted moment 
u-rived. [. le OutWopened the door 
 motiom, d to tle llonde genlemu and 
the ldies accompuying lim to enter ud then 
iving « quick glmce, se:t.rclling ri»l" [gr. 
mont's frieds, he beckoned to out pa.rty, a.t the 
sune rime speaking to all, bidding them corne 
in. In spire of I. le Curé's Itention, we soon 
found ourselves jostled fo the rer ly all the test, 
each one oç whom betryed the gretest 
ness. As the second door opened we c:une into 
the best room, a sewmg roon evidently, for 
there were two sewing lU:chines, belote one of 
which sat Adeline Latem preparing work. 
Around the room were scattered severd piles 
of half-finished work, principally the under- 
skirts sold by the eshdlishments of rea.dy-made 
ldies' wear in Frauce and l)ela'ium. Iu thi 
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room the gentlemen left their ]rats and cnes 
and ome of the ldies their shwls, and we laid 
out round ]rats, merely retfining our veils s 
more a.plwopria.te and less likely fo obstruer the 
vision of otlers. Adeline a.cted in all respects 
as if" tire fitlllOtlS fll'lll." of spectres lmd entered 
giving 11o re«ognition whatever of out existence, 
unt il a lady pla.eing a slmwl where perhaps if 
wmhl inemvenienee the family Adeline indi- 
eated }»y ail l}»rllpt gesttll'e where it might be 
pla«ed. 
The doctor eme hurriedly into the room to 
meet us, no longer a gay and eareless youth, but 
a man solwred and aged by all that he lmd wit- 
nessed. As we ghmced «tf his eountenance we 
stw an awe-struck expression that even the 
m»st skeptiel eould hOt ]rot aseribe to the 
h«fliest influences. Amid the ma.tted loeks of 
hair no longer glossy black, but tangled and 
drenched by the crowds of thougltt and »y vivid 
impressions that had pas,sed through Iris brain 
we could discern the threads of silver; it seemed 
as if eternity had been so near him that it had 
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invested him with a reflection of its own unbe- 
ginning agê. All his adventurous spirit had died 
a)vay, and his manner, as he addressed us was 
as if we, in dys remote, had been the coin- 
1)anions of a far off ehildhood, as ifwe had grown 
into old age together, and now, on the Iounda- 
ries of another worhl, where all the fiilles of 
hulnanity cea.e, he wi,hed to tell us of the 
wonders of tha.t regi)n into whieh |e lmd leen 
the first fo pene(rate. 
"Oh, madame!" he whispered, as he le:d us 
forward, '" if is far lllOl'P wonderfil than ;dl tlmt 
we are told of her. 5I. le Curé sys tlmt to- 
day her ,uflbrings have been greater than usual. 
Just.but a moment sinee she was eonversing 
with us, and now she is l»(,rfcctly insensible fo 
everything around h(,r." 
The kitehen, a tiny place, was next entered, 
md eolmecting with it was another little rooln, 
perfeetly destitute of firniture--a half-windmv, 
whieh w;s open, admitted light and air. This 
was Louise's own roon,and it was erowded 
twenty-one 1)êrsons, the two doetors hot inclu- 



2(4 

A VISIT TO BOIS D tlAINE 

ded |mving 1)een admitted, and as we were the 
last t ('orne iu we searcely round sl)ace enough 
t) fidh)w tle iml)ulse fo kneel when we beheld 
L)uise, and we might hot have had so mueh 
Sl)a.«e had it n,,t 1,eeu tbr the civility of the doc- 
t."s son and )t" tle gcntleman with whose party 
wc had dined. Indieating more by gesture than 
1)y wm'ds where we might 1)lae ourselves ad- 
vantageously, they drew more closely fo the 
wall whisl)ering s)tly. 
"'We tan stand 1)ehind you very eonve- 
niently." 
Thus ve kuelt beside Louise at her leff; M. 
le Cur6 and the Franciscn were at ber right 
tmnd, while the others stood just before ber, 
ahnost touehing her garments. 
The bhgmahc:t was porc ed rather than seated 
on the edge of a simple straw.ehair, appearing 
hot really fo require ifs aid in retaining her 
poture and her gaze was fixed upward, slightly 
fo the right. All tnmes of the crown of thorns 
had disal)peared  save a fev drops of blood on 
the left ferai)le , but her hair was still damp, for 



TIIE II()ME ()F LO[/ISE LATEAU. 2(15 

her sisters had careflflly washed ber heml as 
soon as the erown had ceased to shed lflood. 
This, however, had failed fo remove ail the 
blood stains, and wherever her hair was hot 
hidden by her bla.ek cap the red marks fiuled 
into pink were distinetly visible. Between the 
hours ofnoon and two o'cloek, P. M., the ld)od at 
that period gradua.lly sIopped issuing ri'oto all ber 
wounds excepting those in her hands. Eidently 
her sisters had taken all 1)°ssible- pains to prevent 
us fron seeing the fifll extent of tho miracle 
alrcady her feet lmd 1)een washcd and covered 
with sIockings and sort felt shoes, and her sim- 
ple peasant garb, a lflain sa(.Tm and skirt of 
black eashmere was very neatly al'ranged and 
earefiflly eleaned. On the floor, however, lay 
several pieces of white coth)i ('loth ('overed wifl 
elear red 1)lood, and upon Louise's lap was 
spread a similar white kerchief drenehed with 
the blood that was streaming ti'oln her ul)lifted 
hands. It had beeu, as the doetor said, a day 
of unusual suflbring for her, and thus the 
wounds in her hands htd hOt even begun to 
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a.late their 1)leeding. Every sinew in the little 
hands seemed to be racked with pain, though 
the entranced expression of the shining eounte- 
nanee tohl that fo this sufferer was vouehsafed 
that relief which Our Lord on the Cross denied 
fo ][imself. The fingers were wa.xen white and 
dl'awn and craml)ed fo the utlnost eal)a.city of 
suflbring, and from the wounds that penetrated 
the l)ahns through and through the red arterial 
blood flowed or rather sprang in frequent jets. 
The young doctor fiflfilled his mission meehani- 
e:tlly ; eonvineed of the supernatural eharaeter of 
these phelmmel% he was nevertheless pledged fo 
Dr. LefiA)vre fo submit everything fo the test of 
science. Once in l)erforming his allotted duties, 
he turned Louise's hand in sueh a manner that 
we were enabled fo see elearly the exact shape 
of the wound. Not round, but rather square, 
seemingly ruade b 3" a nail bearing the saine pro- 
portion to her size as the Holy Nail preserved 
in the Chureh of Santa Croee in Gerusalemme 
does fo the traditional stature of 0ur Lord. 
The other doetor ma(le no atteml)t af science. 
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Appalled 1)y lhe miracle, he look his pla.ce (lui - 
etly among lhe other sl)eela.lors , in no way dif- 
fering fl'Olll tlem, save lhaI he couhl sa 5" with 
lnore positive cmlidence ,o est it 
As soon as m'&,r ha.d leen estall)lished in the 
little room, the vustling of garmen{s and 
inaudilfle whislwVS weve replaeed ly a lWOfimnd 
sileneesmne reciled the ]{.os;u'3" sum' movcd 
their lips as tley repea.ted familiar lwayel'S, and 
ail walchel. Lmise was immvallehev gaze 
always upwards ; sometimes her fea{uves wore 
an almost joyous expression, then again it 
came intense sadnes:, mingled with fear and 
Sm'l)vise , bul never pain; a.nd lhough the tears 
once r)lled from ber eyes, lhey were the lears 
or compassion, nt f l)ersonal suflbring. Once 
she al)peared very mut'h sta.rtled, and she then 
fell upon her knees (as one does when meeting 
in the street the Holy Viaticuln, earried openly 
as it is in Cath)lie eountries). After remaining 
in this posture a few seeonds, she resulned her 
seat. The manner of motion, or rather the 
laek of motion was lvulv velnarkalle. 8he 
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seelned t, (.hange her position by a simple act 
of' v)lition; she vas on her knees, she was re- 
seatcd without apl)earing to test for the small- 
est 'action of a second in the intervening space, 
or fo m:tke the interlnediate motions. It would 
le diflicult t find in matcrial language terres 
adeluale to dcscribe /Iris change of plaee 
ttying is t sluggish, to unwiehly. 
As we knclt lwsidc Luisc. wc sccmed t bave 
h,f/ tic,w. «md t lc dwclling in eteruityso 
ma.ny, s, vivid wcre our imprcssi, ms; each sec- 
ond was tilled to overflowing with ideas that if 
would take volumes to explain. How mueh of 
loth doctrine and 8cripture became clear to out 
Slfiritua.l vision l Isaae l»earing his burden 
ahng the slopes of Moriah. Jeplte's daughter 
and the Sacrifice of Calvavv with its awfid 
davkening of the sun and its last fearfid o- 
summ,lum e.s'lY lIw often, in elosing the pages 
of the 8acred Volume, ]md we leen grateful to 
the kind cautions of the Church. when she pve- 
vents us ri-oto exercising ouv own weak. erring 
.julgneni upm the inscvut:lde wass of God. 
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and ff'oto using our one-ided, circumscribcd 
eoncel)tions fo intel'lWet the actions of the Infi- 
nite and All-knowing. The Sl)irit of the Lord 
came upon Jephte, and he ruade a vow unto 
O  
the Lord, (Judges xi, 9-o().* Date we im- 
pute raslmess fo that which was lhe ff'uit of 
inspir«tion, and yet did n,)t that vow involve 
tlae horril)le crime of human sacrifice? IIow 
gratefid we ]md been, that we were 1)laced in 
this worhl t() eflbct out salvation, and hOt fo 
give decisins on thc actions of out Creator! 
Ifow we had ihankcd God that fie onlv asked 
us fo know. h)ve and serve I[im without re- 
quiring of us that we shouhl understand Hiln! 
Now, beside Louise how easv was the solution 
of many wearying l)r)ldems  
Error in one sense is twofold ; if c»nsists &dis- 
tortions of truth and negations of necessary prin- 
ciples, and the most harmfid of all ifs distortions 
ilae most ingenious deviee that Satan has ever 
invented fo bring eontempt Ul)On the lnystery of 
Redelnption, is the manner i which idolatry 

«See the commentary on verse 31 of this Chapter--Douay 
Bible. 18  
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deal,s with ]mn;m ,»'a.crificc. Modern error ad- 
heres strictly to the system of negations, while 
idolatry consists of  series of fi'ightflfl misap- 
pli«ations and uSUrl,ations. Thus the human 
llood shed fo appease Baal, Molochor Woden, 
or that crimsoned the hmMred steps of the 
Mt,xican te»calis, or wlfich flowed so fl'eely in 
]onor of the fifise deities of civilized, intellee- 
tual. lmt lmgan Rome, or that to-day reddens 
the sands »f Southern Afi'ica. is lut a terril,le 
misinterpretation of the sublime princilfles in- 
volved in lledemption and salvation; ideas of 
which will always le found implanted in the 
human heart  those principles whieh were enun- 
ciated l»y the R»yal Prophet when he declared 
that a sacrifice to God was an afllicted spMt. 
Itow hmnan aiction «an be an a,g'reeble 
oflbring to ont IIeavenly Father. is often a di- 
cult marrer for a. finite ln'ain to eomprehend, 
but although Goal does hot se fit fo explain 
this subject fo us i all its l»earings, still ri'oto 
rime to rime lIe brings fi»rth some part thereof 
in sueh striking relie shedding such clear and 
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brilliant light upon if, that bclicf in tle wlole 
becolneS an easy possildlity fo those n(»t too 
blinded by sin; for the well-known eflbct of 
sin is fo lnake us misunder,,tand l'evelation and 
hate God. If is ha.ring God lo hate that whieh 
He has revealed of Himsclf, and we cannot 
escape this imputation ly hwing a, God whom 
we have invested with attributcs more agree- 
able fo out sin-degraded nature. If the judg- 
ments of God, the requirements of revealed re- 
ligion al)l)ear harsh and cruel fo you. exa.mine 
well the record of your consc'it, lme. and try fo 
cancel the guilt of that um'el)ented sin whi(.h is 
blinding and trammcling your soul. If we 
wish fo seek one of the many examples of the 
manner in which God has enveloped sorrow 
with a peculiar halo, let us consider the eflbct 
of suffering on the hmnan soul. and even upç»n 
the hulnan features ; how ma.ny become gentle, 
saintly, and beautiful under ifs holy influence[ 
Grace is oflen neglected, if is true, and some do 
allow their hearts fo grow biffer under aNic- 
tion, and their fices fo assume an habitual ex- 
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pression of hopeless weariness, but in general 
those who meet death with that perennial youth 
which they ]lave carried ino old age, are the 
ones upon whom the Ha.nd of the Lord has 
rested the most heavily. 
When we view human sacrifice in ifs true 
light, the light aflbrded by the history of Chris- 
tianity, we sec that if must be aeeomplished 
very dittbrently ff'oto the requirements of the 
dial»olieal rites of paganism. The holocaust 
must l»e a self-obla{ion, and as God does nat 
wish that out hearts shouhl 1»o torn l»y physical 
force Dom the yet living body, the vietim must 
await His will. When holy Kings and Bishops 
in limes of pestilence or famine ]mve offered 
their lires for those of their people, there was 
no saerifieia.1 knife, no tire kindled bv human 
hands; for the sanie Lord who has said "' Ven- 
gea.nee is Mine" will also. in the worde of 
Abl'aham., find the vietim a.nd the holoeaust. 
and He will send down the tire from Heaven 
upon the acceptable sacrifice. Whether this 
tire shall eone in the form or swift and violent 
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death, or long, lingering. 1)ainfifi disetse, whether 
the heart shall be aicted l 3- losses and l) 
reavelnents, or the l»ody receire the very marks 
and endure the suflbrings of the Pa.ssion of out 
Lord. it is hot for man fo demund, nor for 
human 1)tarer to put an3thing of àll this into 
exeeution. 
And we wcre in the 1)resen(.ê of one)fthese 
,u ç(1)ta[ le vietins, 1)clore one )f whom if might 
1)c s:dd that God la.d laid u)on ber the burd(,n 
of out sins--onc who was suttbring that thc 
glory of God might bc ma.de manifest in hcr; 
and as all thcse idcas rollcd ral)idly through out 
minds, we never once thought that in our own 
native land we would ever heur ri'oto the lil)s of 
those ealling thelnselves sîneere C;tholcis, any 
expressions of wonder eoneerning the end and 
objeet of these sufferings. One of the m:my 
ehanging forms of general heresy deelares that 
if is blasphemous fo suppose that the suflrings 
of a being 1)urel)- human ean t)e, in any ll:mncl', 
rendered available to eterna.1 salrtion cithr 
for himself or fi)r othcrs. 1)ceause the ,ufll, rings 
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of Christ were both necessary and all-sufficient. 
Necessary they wer% and all-sufficient they 
miglt bave-been, had not God willed other- 
wise ; for in ltis cternl wisdom He bas dccreed 
that we ourselves shall win the prize, although 
the means of earning it, a.s well as the prize 
itsell: cmne ff'oto llim. I[e allows us» t[e wishes 
us h g, fo l lira of out own Dee will, ly out 
revu exerti,m ; in the words of St. Augustine. 
"(1 who ruade vou with,mt vou, will n,,t 
s:ve ou wilhout you ;" and hot onl- this, but 
Go,1 also alhm's us» wishes us to assist one 
o[her. In aeeordanee with this, the Chureh 
teaclwsaml we must listen fo her voiee, and 
hot alhw ourselves fo be infecte,1 with the 
leaven of the errors r«nnpant around usthat 
the suttbrings of Christ opened Heaven fo those 
who co-«q»cr,«te with the gra.ees ]Iis Passion ob- 
tained for mankind; that IIis Preeious Blood 
hallows all out good dees» a.ll out penitential 
aets all out patient, endurmce of pain and sor- 
row, so that they beeome acceptable oflbrings 
fo God for ourselves and for out neighbor. 
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Without Its all-sanctifying influence, no good 
dceds, no penancc, no endurance wou]d l)e of 
any awfil before God, but through Its redeeming 
powers we are entitlcd to 1)rescnt ourselves and 
our own meritorious acts before the throue of 
God. and thcse works may plead hot only fi)r 
ourselves, but, if ve have had thc happiness to 
do more than win out 1)lace in tIeavcn, we may 
thcrel)y obtain graces for others. In confirma- 
tion of this consoling doctrine, rises up the ]ris- 
toryof the establishlnent of Christianity. Had 
God willed that the Passion of Out Lord should 
round and foster the Church without the cc- 
operation of ]luman suflbring, there would bave 
been no need for the blood of martyrs to pre- 
pare the soil of every land for the planting of 
the Gospel. Even in the light of mere bureau 
reason, the belief of the Catholic Church is 
more consistent with the conditions that sur- 
round us, fo agree with the ideas condemned by 
the Church, man ought fo have been restored 
by the Redemption to the primitive state of 
Adam, fo enjoy the saine fl'eedom ff-oto original 
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sin md all ils p:ùus and peualties, pain and 
atllictim included, but these remain with man 
and tl.se wh question the utility of I,ouise's 
suttbrings mght also fo ask, why do these ills 
emtinue ?fin" what good ? 
Admittiug, as every 'hristian must. the jus- 
lice of the punishment of original sinand the 
mst ordiua.ry intellect ean understand, if il 
mly will, that sinee God intended {o justify 
lhe whole hunlan race in eonsequence of one 
man's ol»ediene% il is lmt proper tiret the re- 
sults of Adam's fitll should be imposed upon ail 
mankiudit then beeomes easy of eomprehen- 
sion why some should be able to sut]r for sins 
in whieh they had no part. Sinee we suflbr 
the penalties of transmitted sin whieh we did 
not personally commit, why should we hot be 
capable of performing expiation for any sin, no 
malter where eommitted, no malter who the 
oflbnder may be ? When the innocent thus 
suffit for the guilty vengeance beeolnes merey ; 
for thereby the sinner obtains graee suffieient 
for repentanee and for a reunion with the merits 
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of the Precious Blood. Adnitting the doctrine 
of mutual expiation under the lw of the Pre- 
eious Blood of Out Lord Jesus Christ, it is no 
longer diflîeult te uMerstand how it is that God 
has a right te claire net only a certain nUlnber 
of pn3"ers and good works frein a eity, provineo 
or country, but also a certain amount of repent. 
anee and expiation, and tlmt if these four ex. 
pressions of lomage and fealty are negleeted 
by one portion of the eommunity, the tïdthfid 
must redouble their eflbrts, and prevent this 
spiritual tribute frein being in the least dimin- 
ished, and as, although IIe never rea.llv forces, 
God often a.ssists man in his eflbrts te serve 
Him, se He Himself in His infinite wisdom 
often seleets among the willing, suitable vietims 
of an expiation negleeted by the sinner himself. 
For those who really believe all, all that the 
Chureh teaehes, what a glorious world of eon- 
soling thought eoneerning sorrow and pain does 
she spread before the eyes of the seul! Then 
we are no longer isolated identities living eaeh for 
himself; out tritfls, our sufferings ,are no longer 

19 
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fi-uitless, terlninating in our8elves, and dying 
with us, 1)ut they are  1)ond 1)etween us and 
the whole human familv. Then we behold how 
all Christians are united in eaneelling the co:n- 
mon debt incurred 1)y original sin, the debt 
which tests elually on us all, and yet the 1)en- 
alties of wlfi«h are laid more heavily on souls 
m)st fortified l,y grace, just as the work of a 
househohl is sehlom equally divided, the s/ronger 
fulfilling the taks of the weaker. 
Invalids, who sec yourselves condemned fo 
years of hol)eles )ain and helpless dependence 
on others, you are the strong, you are doing the 
noblest work, performing the most diffieult 
task, doing for those who wait on your bodily 
weakness lat whieh perhaps they are ineapoE- 
ble of doing for themselves» vinning for them 
graces fi'on which l)erhal)s they bave been so 
far removed that they did no even feel the 
need of them. How these thoughts ennoble 
1)ain! What a source of endless consolation, 
and of patience, and Of fortitude ! You watch 
the )usy steps of/he test of your fitmily as they 
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are engaged in household duties, but you know 
that, although ehained fo your bed, you are hot 
idle that your sufferings are ail your own and 
more 1)reeious than gold and silver, for with 
theln you may purchase graces and blessings 
without number fi»r those Ul)On whom you are 
a.l»parently but  worthless }mvden. Per]reps 
that saine tempor;fl happiness and eomplete 
prosperity which jour sutlbvings seem fo mav, 
depend upon just this allliction; perhal»s God 
bas chosen you as the expiation of that portion 
of the debt of inherited sin resting on your 
family, there]»y making you the shiehl to de- 
fend )-out deav (mes ff'oto sm'row and disappoint- 
Mothers, xvho sec vour little infitnts wa.s]md 
])y ba.ptism ri'oto every stain of aught that could 
render them diq)lea.sing fo God, struggling with 
pain which you cannot assuage, dying in the 
midst of torture more keen than that inflicted 
by Herod's cruel soldiery, what meagre conso- 
lation you fiud in the truisms which tell you 
"that it is all donc in love,'" " all the work of 
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a nercififl Father, without giving you a sin- 
gle ray of light by which your tearstained eyes 
niglt ste this love and mercy, but when out 
t,mh,r Mothcr the Church assumes the task of 
condolencc she utters no trite llatitudes, but 
lurning like a eareflfl householder fo ber inex- 
hausi])le treasurehouse, the Sacred Seriptures, 
she lwings forth the martyrdom of the ][oly In- 
nocents and, showing the glorious fl'uits of their 
denth she bids you sec the like beautiflfl results 
of the suffcrings of your little ones. As these 
blessed infants l,y their violent end hot only re- 
ceived higher places in the dwellings of ever- 
lasing joy, but also thoreby atoned fiw the sin 
,f inhoslfitality towards the Ihdy Family, and 
oltained that the blessing of a constant and per- 
fcct communion with the Church of Christ, 
already granted fo Beflflehem by ]eing the 
birlh-lfiaee of the Nedeemer shouhl ]e confirmed 
and continucd to the end of rime, so yours, hav- 
ing through their sickness and pain within t 
short space fiflfilled all the suflbring and woe of 
a long lift, without any ot'its sin. (Wisdom iv. 13) 
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not, o,fly arrive af, their destined places h 
heaven, but, also through their innocence and 
suffering atone for the fitults of the family, and 
obtain for their parents, their brothers and their 
sisters priceless blessings without number.* It 
is by meditttions such as these that the Church 
endeavors fo teach resignation, only resignation, 
for fo literally turn mourning into rejoîeing 
would fl'ustrate the holv aire of atltietlon, but it 
is only beeause meditation eau never equal rev- 
elation that fo le resigned is the sde result of 
these eonsoling ideas. I[ad the ast ammmt of 
graee, proeured for genera.tion mltO generation 
been placed ly reveltt.ion l»efire your predeces- 

«"Ce petit enfant qui sauffre est peut-ëtrc une victime expia- 
tricc pour les fautes qui pSscut sur toute une lhmillc .... au lieu 
de veuger les droits de kt justice sur tout cette famille COUDttblc , 
si Dieu se contente d'uuc inuoceue victima pour ep:trgner les 
autres : n'est-ce point de sa part, tme acte de la miscricordc ? .... 
si gr3ce à ce sacrifice cet enfant comme uu ange du ciel doit re- 
trouver plus tard dans le bonheur et daus la gloire, le pcm et la 
mere dont il aura ét6 comme le sauveur, ne sera-ce-point pour 
tous uue genereuse et mtgnifique compensatiol "?"--Soufl)'anees et 
Consolations par JE l'Abbë _t. Ridw, pr; t'c & la Gmgregation & St; 
Sdl)iee, Paris. 

19' 
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sors in woe, tle mothers of Bethlehem» the voice 
of lamentation heard in ama would have been 
hushed l»y an ecstasy ofjoy. 
When we find oursëlves b)und ly what the 
Wl'ld tel'ns inexoralle fitte, ]rot whieh Chris- 
lians l«w as l}ivine Pr«vidence, fo a round of 
duties whi«h wearv us with their incessant 
sanleness» dislearten us }»3" thoh" laek f impor- 
tance, ma.y we m,t find relief in the thought lhat 
wlile we al'O patiently flflfilling tlwse seemingly 
trivial tasks, we are perhaps storing up more 
graees than mr spiritual needs dmnand, thus 
rendering ourselves eapal»le of assisting saine 
wearv soul SOlnewhere on the surfitee of the 
earth, l»erhaps, if even ever so little, we are help- 
ing fo strengthen the lwart of the missionary in 
savage lands, or we lnay be gaining the final 
graee neeessary for the fi»llowing of some holy 
vocation. When eternity shall annihilate tilne 
and spaee» perhaps one of the weet surprises 
will be to find how elosely we have been nnited 
with those who dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the earth. 
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Suttbrings like Lottise's, ah! llmse are a per- 
petual founta.in of graee, springing up before 
throne of God, and falling in refl'esling showers 
upon the lmrched world! For w]mt good ? 
Let hOt those ask who have received spirimal 
favors leyon,l tha.t w]i«'] they bave smghl 
merit. Why lave s, many f llmse dear 
vou entered tlm Ç]ur«h (»f ('lrist ? Wlv las 
lhe fayot {}f a dealh-le,l repentante Ieeu so 
oflen unexpe«h, dl)- granIed t{) nemlers of your 
falnily a.fler perlaps years of an un-Clristian 
lire {m their part? ls it owiug fo ymr lnid- 
night vigils, your ienanees? ls if leeause 3-ou 
have spent hours befin'e the Blessed Saerament 
seeking for merey fl',m tlm mm'ning watcl even 
until night ? You pursued no{ one of tlese 
praetiees; ask yourselves then if /hese graees 
are hOt the work of some of those wiiling vie- 
tims of reparation, of those who unseltMly, 
with no other thought than tle love of 
oflr up without e¢sing all their actions, a.ll 
their suiDrings for the conversion of sinners 
hot earing who fhese sinners may be, or to what 



A VISIT TO BOIS D'IIAINE) 

n,ntion they ,nay 1,ehmg, only a,sking tiret the 
oflbnce to God may cesse, only tiret souls rn- 
somed l»y the Prccious Bloott of Christ moEy hot 
become the prey of the most Wicked One. 
We hd hot been a long thne in Louise's 
room. when the shrill shriek of an engine whis- 
tle ar,.scd us ff'oin ollr medit;ttions, an:l the 
hctvy rumlfling of ;t tntin htdcn with iron-ore 
sho»k tire cottage fo ifs vcry fiundations. 
Everyone ;un(mg us, excepting Louise, gave  
shu't of surprise ; she remined immowfl»le, hot 
a muscle relaxel, hot  feture c]muged expres- 
sion, there ws not even the rigidness of sel5 
controltoo evidcntly, Louise wts totally in- 
sensible to the exteor world. 
Shortly fter this, the priests bcgm  rea't 
aloud the canonicoE1 oce of the dty and hour, 
in which they were joined by the two students 
from Rome. The low ceiling gave  peculir 
resonnce to their powerfid voices, nd the sur- 
rounding circumshmces an ddtionM solemnity 
fo the inspirtions of the Holy Ghost. They 
must hnve ll been well practiced in reading 
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the canonical oflïce in chorus, fi»r they 1-epe«tted 
it in perfect unison, in spite of marked diflk, r - 
enees in the method of pronouncing LatinIhe 
Belgians transposing the sounds of the vowels, 
the Germa.ns mllering strictly to tle hard g, 
while the ona.n students steadily persevered 
in the o]sel'vance of t'very rule of the ltalian 
scho,l of pronunci;ttion. To us it seemed like 
a type f the manner in which the Church eml 
blend all nations, all rites, into one harmonious 
whole. As in all the cathedrals a.nd in na.ny 
of he other churehes of Europe, the canonical 
hours are either retd or ehanted daily, it be- 
cornes a necessity fir the laity to learn to carry 
out their individmfl private devotions, undis- 
turbed by the repetition of these psahns «md 
lessonstherefore, all the ladies still hehl their 
rosaries in their hands, and they might bave 
continued to retire this form of pra.yer, had not 
their attention been attracted by the extraordi- 
nary effect of the psahns and antiphons on 
Louise. Een without understanding the lan- 
gua.ge in which these were read, their general 
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tenor might lntvë been gathered from the 
various expressions of awe, joy, stdness or com- 
passion that flitted across her eountenanee, and 
h'om these clnu, ges ot' expression direetors of 
elu, irs would lctrn the sha,le of feeling with 
which ca.ch verse of these psMms should be 
chanted. These va.rittions of feature did not 
seem so mueh  voluntary contraction o any 
prticular set of mscles, as thcy appeared the 
eflbet of causes purely cxternal they were 
fla.shes ,f spMtua.1 light, irradiating her fea- 
tures, or withdrawing fo leave them in shadow, 
just a.s the sun, h,ving rested on the ripples of 
watcr, and having turned every drop to molten 
silver, retreats bchind a cloud and leaves the 
strcam fo ifs own glassy dullness. 
"Ite sha.ll drink of the torrent in the wa3, '' 
(Ps. eix, S). How ea.gerly, wistfidly, sadly, 
she gazed upwa.rd[ Was if given fo her fo see 
in one swift vision the sad folia.ge of Gethseln- 
ani, waving in the light of the Ester moon, 
the glare of torchlight revea.ling the traitorous 
Mss of Judas; Cedron, rolling in all ifs spring- 
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ride violenc,e over its stony bed amhl the silent 
tombs of /he Valley of J()saphat? Did she 
see Out Lord l)uflbtted l)y the mudd.y waters 
as the executioners fling IIim over tire brilge 
of torture into " the torrent in the way ?"* If 
so, this vision wa.s quickly eflhced by the jubi- 
lant triuml)h of the eternal gh)ry celel)ra.ted in 
the doxology. Did the l)salm speak of the fear 
of the Lord, lhe shadow of an inexpressible 
awe rested on her rime; did it pl'olnise an ever- 
lasting rgcompense to the just, a joyous stalle 
seemed to part her lil»S ; did if tell how beyond 
ail praise is the exeeeding gM-y of the Most 
Holy Trinity, ber uplifted countenance refleeted 
the bliss of the Seraphiln, and ahvays, as eaeh 
psahn drew fo its close did she anxiously await 
the Glorht P«h'i, whieh we eould sec greeted 
her ea.r like a strain of glorious exultant music. 
He bath had regard for the humility of I[is 
handmaid ; He that is mighty bath donc great 
things fo me, and holy is tlis Naine. So sang 
eenturies ago in the hill-country of Judea a 

 Sec the visions of CoEtherine Elnlnerich. 
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daughter of the royal bouse of David, the 
Virgin Mother of God, but Louise Lateau might 
well listcn with j»yful assent as the voice of 
the Church repeated these words l)eneath the 
lowly roof' of her little cottage; for the saine 
God who looked with eomplaeenee on the hu- 
mility of lier who was hOt only royal, but im- 
maculate, lmd also loved the humility of the 
peasant maid, and, plaeing her, as if were, be- 
neath the Cross of lier I1wdeemêr beside His 
Blesse, l Motlwr, tic has done great things to 
lier, and holy is His Naine. 
The voiees of the readers rose and fell; now 
if was the clear high tones of tle youths whieh 
predolninated, then came in the deep voiees of 
the older priests; the psahns began fo refer 
more and nlore distinctly to tlm Passion of 
Christ, mingling the darkness of Calva W with 
the triulnph of the Resurreetion and the Ascen- 
sion, in the sublime manner peculiar fo these 
royal propheeies, ind the flashes of expression 
on Louise's face changed their character still 
more rapidly, while the blood flowed with still 
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greter vîoleuce flore her hauds. As the be- 
ginning of the Miserere reaehed out ears, we. 
beheld Louise on ber knees, to which position 
she had arrived by her own inexpliculde method 
of motion; she remained kneeling during the 
first rive verses of that grand apped for mercy 
and for whom was she ilnploring this lnerey ? 
Not fi)r herself alone, for wherein eould she 
ha.ve ever seriously oflbnded God ? Was it llOt 
for the world of sinners that she ruade her 
appeal ? The uplifled hands of Moses were 
acceptable without those holy marks which 
Christ loved so wcll that, retaining them in tIis 
glorified Body, IIe carricd them with ttim to 
the Right Hand of the Father. What oceans 
of grace hands, thus markcd with the seal of 
the Lamb, lnu,t draw d(,wn upon those in 
whose behalf they are raised  
"A sacrifice to God is an aflticted sl)irit : et 
contrite and humble heart, O God, Thon wilt 
hot despise."(Ps. 1. 19.) "Burnt-oflbring and 
sin-offering Thou didst hOt require : then said I, 
Behold I eome."--(Ps, xxxix. 7.) These were 

0 
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the words that seemed to arouse lnost fiflly the 
spirit of expi«ttion, espeeidly the la.st quoted 
verse. M,»re ntl)idly than out minds eould do 
it did ber rime tra.nslate the meaning of ea.ch 
line, «md a.t the end of the verse she bent yet 
more fi»rwar,l, and the red stream lmrst a.fl'esh 
ff'oto the stigma.t of her ha.nds, an echo, a re- 
sponse to " Behold. I corne." 
As we watehel eagerly this living eommen- 
ta.ry, who was interl)reting Scril)ture fin" ilS, hot 
only more clearly than any verbal or printed 
explanation eould do, but who also caused us to 
see in cerf.aih l)assoE"es-  a meaning precisely op- 
l)osite fo tlmt which we had without nmeh re- 
tlection ascribed to them, our attention was 
attracted fo one whose presenee we had not af 
first remarked. Rosine Lateau, her ej'es gleanl- 
ing with an unea.rthly displeasure, sat in the 
corner behind ber sister engaged in sewing, her 
feet resting on the highest round of Louise's 
chair, and l)eing oeeasionally elevated as high 
as its seat. The door partially sereened many 
of us from her view, but fre, tumtly she l>aused 
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in lier work to gl;mce migrily ,wound the room. 
even bending forward so that she might 
only see everyone of its occupants, but. that she 
also might let us perceive how very unweleome 

we ail were. Certtin analogics between her 
angry llalmer towards us w]() were assem})led 
in prayer aromd her suflbring sister, and 

con(luct of the infiria.ted m] with regard to 
the fidthfid fcw who gathered al'mnd 0111" I,ord 
on Mt. CalvaD', would ci'cep into out minds 
every rime that we were fi»reed fo observe the 
but lmlf smothered rage visible in those terrible 
l»ltek eyes. 
If we thought )f those without, wlo uot aide 
fo sec tlutt which we saw, personatcd as if werc 
those "standing afitr off;" if was fo regret for 
them tlmt they had hOt aceel)ted M. Niel's tinal 
ofir. To be present, were if only for fifleen 
minutes af the portion of the day's events 
braced in this hour of ecstasy, would be a greater 
fayot than if would be possil)le for a. person who 
bas hot seen this part of I,ouise's miraculous 
statc fo imagine. That which ordinary individ- 
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mtls are permitted te see is a very small part 
when considere(l in relation te the whole, but 
when COml>tred with the merely natural events 
of lire if is a very great deal; were Louise's 
present condition restricted te that which tkes 
pla.«c witlin this one heur» were tlm wondel'S oi 
ber lire te consist but of the events which we 
witnescd, slm would still le wwtlv of thc no- 
tice ftle xvhle Wol'ld. That ont lieur is an 
ami}le lwoof {}f thc Vcl'ity {}f ail tiret of which 
we arc tohl. and if sois l]c seal of trulh on cverv 
assertion ruade by Louise's l}iogral}hers. 
Whcncver out attention was turned for t 
s¢.coml ri'oto L{}uisc t, the other occupants of 
lhe room, seeing lhc markcd alleration in the 
doclor caused us te rccollcct with peculiar 
vividness one of the most betulififl passage8 in 
Henri I,asserre's work on Notre Dune de 
l,ourdcs, fhaf fitmous rema.rk of the Basque 
peassnt who 8tood amidst 8 crowd that was 
watehing Berlmrdelle during one of l]e appari- 
tions of Out Lttdy of Lourdes. 
" In lwholding Berna.rdelte.'" said ho. '" who 
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can doubt tha.t the Blcssed Virgin is prescrit ? 
In my native valley if is nany hours after sun- 
rise ])efore we are al)le fo sec thc sun itselç, so 
]Sgh are our mountains, but there is one lofly 
1)etk west of our hanlet which catchcs the very 
first r;D-s of the rising sun, and when we sec 
snow-('al)l)el sumnit 1)rilliant witl rosy tints, 
who :unong us eouhl deny the existence and the 
pl-esence of the sun ? And so it is with us and 
this «hild. while we are in the valley, she on the 
nountain t,» 1) of celcstial thvors has ler counte- 
hante illmninated ly tlm glory ()f anothcr 
world." 
IIow w(mdel'fifllv tle rêttection of that which 
is. af ter all, the nere slmdow of the Passion. np 
peare(l in the m:umer and cxpressim ()f this 
young man wh,». hot twent3"-fimr hours 1)clore, 
had betrayed all the thougltless though harm 
less gaiety of youth, and nowlet the '" Corne, 
follow Me," be whisl)ered ever so softly, af the 
first svllable of the invitation he wouhl bave 
bn read" to turn his baek on ail the fleeting 
pleasure of the world to enter upon the most 
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severe momtstic lire. Of his subsequent con- 
duct we tan of cou.'se know nothing, for out ae- 
qtmintanee ended in Louise's room; but of this 
we are sure, that if he has remained in the 
ord[nary path of Christiau lire, itis beeause sueh 
is the vocation assigned him by God, and as 
()ur Father in lIeaven also loves with an infi- 
nite love those whom tic ha.s al)pointed to form 
l)y rema.ining in the world the body of the fitith- 
flfl. lle showers, too, upon them grace in infi- 
nite abundanee. If if had been so astonishing 
to wateh the effeet of the whole course of this 
miracle upon lhe doetor, how glorious a privi- 
lege would if ha.ve been fo see the saine ca.uses 
aeting upon Cardinal Manning, to watch 
eountenanee refleeting the glory of the wonder- 
fiel works of Godl ' 
The oee was finished. 
rea,lers were silent., and for a few minutes 
Louise was hot suljected to nny cxlerior intlu- 
enee; she was seated in lhe saine position in 
whieh we found ber, ber gnze fixed upwards 
her senses elosed to oin" material world; sud- 
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denly she was on her knees, pcrfectly straight 
and rigid, but ai he saine ime inclining her 
whole person forward, so as to tMng her head 
mueh in advanee of her knees and thus she re- 
mined for two or three lninutes. By the la.ws 

of gravitation this p»sIure 
lary lllell and WOlllell ifs 
kneeling ean testify, and 

who have seen Louise during her ecsacy, have 
deelared that aeeording fo natural laws no 
mnount of training tan enable any tme lo retain 
this position longer than a secm,1. In assuming 
it she had preeipitated herself into lhe lnidst of 
the opposite group, eonsisIing of the two ladics 
whom we had met af the hotel, tle German priest, 
and his two fi'iends. The firsI menIioned drew 
baek, perhaps forlner experienee had taughI 
lady in mourning fo do so, but the Germans re- 

mained in the saine 
expressing how grea 
this close proximity. 
voice broke the solemn silence, 
" M. le Curé, they have taken 
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blood!" cried Rosine, and ,site added, with a 
look of triumphant superiority, " Ilere, that 
can le donc. 
M. Niels, with one of his own inimit.alle looks 
of non-committfl, began a seemingly vigilant 
search, lmt it was remarkally impossil,le fin" 
hint fo diseover the offender. 
'" lle did ; I saw him ; that one t.]wre  " ex- 
chtimed Ilosine, indietting the Germ:u priest 
ly a rude, angry gesture. 
'" Let me sec your handkerchief." sid M. 
Niels, in the mihlest of fortes. 
As the Gerlnan priest drew it forth, we 
derstood why when we first entered we ha.d 
leen tohl fo keel» our handlel'ehief in out 
pockets. 
" If is all right, all right," whispered M. 
Niels in Flemish, a dialeet sufficientlv resem- 
bling German for the prîest fo eomprehend, but 
which is nog spoken by the peasantry of Bois 
d'Haine who use a corruption of Freneh. Ro- 
sine had no alternative; she was obliged fo 
accpet M. Niels' act as deeisive, and she re- 
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sumed ber ,sewing, COml)aring he etrcct of two 
different st)les of/rimming, while Louise again 
placed herself on/he chair. That season some 
lady of Brussels 1)urclased an ttnderskirt fi)r 
tcn francs, ncver knowing ifs pcculiar value. 
This sccne is always rccallcd to out minds 
whenever wc lmar Amcrican Cath)lics eritMs- 
ing the pions customs ()f ohler nations. Sl)caking 
conteml)tUousl 3" of 1)ractiees that bave had hot 
only the permis,on, but also the apl)row.l, the 
sanetion of ever3one who has sa.t Ul)()n the 
Cir of Peter. When we bave heard these 
persons boasting that this or that "ean never 
be done here,'" we make the saine eomparison 
between them and the oleets of their seorn, 
s we then did between the illitera.te peasant 
wmnan and the elegant, highl 3- edueated, per- 
haps even learned gentleman whom she ealled 
"" That one there." 
As soon as this little diffieult 3- had been set- 
tled fo the satisfitction of al], excel)ting Rosine, 
5I. le Curé lmde us observe how Louise was 
affected 1)y the contact of blesscd ol)jecIs, and 
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ve did ,,:ee that any article, no marrer how if 
might refer to religion, was unnoticed by ber, 
unless it ha,l been previously blessed. What- 
ever was blessed eaused her eountenanee fo be 
illuminatel by the smile already deseribed, and 
she would endeavor fo grasp an oljeet fo which 
she had exhi}ited the utmost indiflbrenee 1,êfore 
it lad reeeivel a blessing, whieh had bêen 
given without her knowledge. However. this 
phase of lier condition was hot shown fo us in 
a m:tnner perfectly satisfitctory, but Louise had 
endured so much during the morning hours - 
that if was hot deemetl advisable fo ma.ke manv 
experiments, as if is often very painfifl fo ber 
when the regular course of lier visions is inter- 
rupted. The reader will re:tdily coneeive that, 
to experiment fi-eely would be irreverent, every 
pious he:trt xvould shrink ri'oto tre:tting Louise 
just like a person under mesmeric influence, 
upon whom one may play any trick suggested 
by their love of the marvelous. 
The prayers of the Church ;tre always a 
source of pleasure fo Louise when she is in this 
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condition, so M. le Curé asked the Gerlnan 
priest fo repeat either tle Lord's Prayer or the 
' You will sec, said he, " tlmt although it 
will be in his own langnage, he will under- 
stand, though she does hot; know either German 
The Gêrman 1)rient recited the Lord's Pra3"er , 
and the effect was similar fo that produced by 
the psahns of the Officc--cach onc of the sevcn 
pctitions altered ber exprcssion and af thc close 
she bowed ber hcad ahnost bcfore the pricst 
said "Alnen." 
"' Will you read the pra.3er in honor of the 
Five Wounds ?" said M. le Curé fo the Frm:- 
Clcan. 
The monk opened his breviary, and ri'oin u 
sheet of letter paper lying between ifs pages he 
read aloud in Latin a prayer fo the Five Wounds 
of Out Lord, fo the recital of which many in- 
dulgences are attached. Af this Louise was 
again on her knees, her expression aecording 
completely with tle spMt of the pra.yer. 
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Vhen it was concluded, she resumed her seat, 
and, after a few moments, M. le Curé eonsulted 
his wateh, remarking to the Franciscan that it 
was nearly three o'elock, llather ly signs than 
by words, he then asked one of the Belgian 
priests to say the Contlteor; this was the sec- 
ond time that it had been repeated during that 
]«mr, lmt the Confiteor of the Complin had hot 
been espeeially noticed by Louise; for this one 
she l«wlt, filled apparently with the sentiments 
of the deepest contrition. We knew that the 
Pal>al blessing and the absolution of the hour 
of death is read over Louise every Friday 
afternoon by a priest having the authority from 
Ilome, and we surmised that as the Confiteor is 
the preliminary to the Pal)al benediction, that 
these were about to le read; nor were we mis- 
taken. The Fl'ancisean again opened his book 
and legan the Latin formula of the blessing 
anl alsolution. There was no room fo stand 
betbre Louise, so he retained his place beside 
M. le Curé; she remained on her knees, her 
fitce evincing the most childlike delight at 



TIIE II{}31E {}F LIUISE LATEAU. OE[ 

every proposition contaied in the blessing. 
The absolution began, and ber joy seemed fo 
know no bounds when she heard herself r 
leased ff'oto all the penalties of her sinsthose 
which she had committed through ignoraee, 
as well as those of which she was const'ious. 
As the lnonk uttered the words " In virtue of 
the authority vested in me ly the IIoly Sec, I 
absolve thee," etc., we saw that Lmise, without 
rising ff'oto her knees, had alterd her position 
swiflly, so as fo kneel at his feet; surprise 
choked his speech, and his uplifled hand trenl- 
bled as he ruade the sign of the Cross over 
Louise's head. 
Afler all that we had seen, there did hot re- 
main the slightest doubt in out minds as to the 
fact that. Louise wouhl, while in this ecstasy, 
underst«md the prayers of the Church, no mat- 
ter in what language they were repeated. 
Those who bave hot witnessed this remarkable 
exemplification of the manner in which the 
diseords of Babel are resolved into harmony in 
the other world, might be inclinecl to think 

.Ol 
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that, perhaps, her car had been accustomed to 
the sounds contained in those prayers which 
are always recited lu her cottage on Friday, 
but by our own.expericnce we are convinced 
that, it would require a degree of familiarity 
witlt Latin impossible for one otherwise with- 
out edu«ation tobe able. by means purely nat- 
ural. to correspond so simultaueously, so accu- 
ratcly with what is read in that tongue. The 
Canonical Oce, as every Catholic who takes 
au intcrest in the liturgy of the Church knows, 
is so variable that it would be extremely diS- 
cuit for her fo learn every portion of if so as to 
understandas she evidently does--every verse 
of the psahns, every line oç the antiphons. 
Naturally, we had been obliged, during out so- 
journ in diflbrent lands, to accommodate out 
ear to various methods of pronouncing Latin, 
but often, had it hot leen for the assistance 
given us by Louise's varying expression» we 
eould hot have overeome the difficulties, the 
eonfision, oeeasioned by the mixture of the dif- 
ferent accents. 
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" Will you stmd aside as much as possil)le ?" 
whispered M. Niels fo those who were opposite 
Louise. "Wheu if is three o'clock she will 
fifll on the floor, you know, and you must leave 
ber suffieient space." 
He was instantly obe3"ed , and we all awaited 
the cuhnina.ting point in dcep silence. With all 
the fleetness of the six wings of thc Seraphim 
Louise flew from her chtdr forward, downward, 
her anns outstretched as if fo greet an iln'Mble 
crucifix. All that which in the lire of St. 
Josel)h ofCupertinum appears so unreul, so 
erediblê fo the American Catholic, bêemne to us 
in that moment living fimts. So absorbed were 
we in woudcr that we scarccly notiecd II.osine's 
haste fo secure the eloths eovcred with her sis- 
ter's blood, hardly refleeted upon what the ene- 
lnies of tlle Chureh would style the ineongruity 
of the ignorant preventing the edueated and the 
learned ri'oto practising relic-worship. 0ur 
meditations were first interrupted by the anxi- 
et.y which M. Niels betrayed  we do hot know 
if if has been foretohl fo Louise that there will 
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be « Friday on which she will complete the 
similu'ity between her suflbrings and those of 
Out Lord by dying on her invisible Cross; the 
fitct of the absolution being read for her would 
point that way, a.nd no less so the fear exhibited 
by her pastor. 
" Vho has the correct tilne ?" said ]le in a 
voice too fldl of agitation to be alything but a. 
choked whisper. 
" We have mljusted our w«ttcles fronl the 
rime at the University of Louvain," replied sev- 
eral, among them the two doetors, "and it laeks 
oevend milmtes of three o'clock." 
" Doctor, will you see if her feet are crossed ?" 
said M. le Çuré. 
When Louise prostrated herself at fifll length 
ber garlnents lmd clung closely to ber figure in 
a perfectly gracefid, modest manner, and now 
her feet were ahnost entirely coucea.led froln 
ew. Kneeling down and bending over, the 
doetor aseertained that they were one or two 
inches apart instead of being crossed as they are 
at the moment of completing the crucifixion. 



TtIE H()ME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 245 

"Will some one sa)" the Lord's Prayer? 
Docor wach if" lier fitce bera.ys any recogni- 
tion of fhe words,'" said M. Niels. 
The doetor ehanged his position, and kueel- 
ing at lier head, he felt her wrist. 
"Her puise is beafing," he remarked. 
One of he priess repeaed the Lord's Prayer, 
Louise raised lier forehead ri'oin the floor at the 
ver)" firs s.yllable, and as we heard "Amen," 
we eouhl ail see that she inelined her head. 
"She heard i, M. le Curé! she heard it!" 
said he doetor. '" I read i lu her face." 
The older doctor still h.eld his wach in his 
hand and just as we saw that it was at length 
three o'clock Louise's feet drew together and 
erossed like hose of a crucifix; her arms be- 
came lnore ousretched, although the)" eurved 
deeidedls', the left arm mueh more than the 
right, as if' strained downward by her weight» 
while her head droopêd )wards lier right side. 
Ail wts finished, and we knelt a few roc- 
ments in silence and pra.5"er , while" Rosine stood 
beside her siser, lier es-es full of" a mute en- 
1" 
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tretty that we would llOlV leave theln alone 
with their great misfortune. 
" Perhaps," said 5I. Niels, " if will be just as 
well to go now, there hure been some occasions 
on which Louise has returned to eonseiousness 
af ter being in this position but a few lnoments, 
and vou don't know how if would distress her 
fo sec you all here. Generally she rema.ins as 
you sec her there until after four o'clock; she 
then si)raids some rime between kneeling and 
sitting, just as you hure seen, and by rive 
o'elock all is past, her wounds are healed, she 
is restored fo eonseiousness, she is able to resmne 
ber duties, and by to-morrow she wil.1 be in as 
good health as any one of us, nmeh stronger and 
better than some of you." 
We arose and passed into the sewing-room, 
where we found Adeline employed as we had 
left her; on seeing us she laid aside her work, 
and going to the outide door she opened if and 
held it slightly aj ar, so that. one person af a 
time eould go out; this preeaution was to pre- 
vent those who were standing outdoors from 
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entering. As we replaced out b)nnets we re- 
marked tlntt all the Gennans, the ladies as well 
as the priest, had secured some drol)S of Louise's 
blood on fine cambric handkerchie£sa devout 
act which, as we hve seen tact with Rosine's 
profound disapl)r,)l)ation. If we ours(,lves had 
not desired to ilnitate this 1)arty it was m)t be- 
cause we shared in Rosine's un-Catholic senti- 
ments, it was reverence that so impelled us, hot 
either indifli'rence or contempt. It would be 
difficult fo honor too 16ghl S blood issuing ri'oto 
the counterparts of the wouuds received by 
Christ for out salvation, ])lood whose sole nour- 
ishment is the Blessed Eucharist. 
While we were passing out one by oue 
through the narrow aperture left by Adelin% 
an elderly lady who had been waiting on the 
outside attempted fo enter, apparently not 
knowing that this was hot perlnitted. Adeline 
thrust ber back with a violence that caused lhe 
old htdy to totter and to turn pale; tlien wish- 
ing to close the door, Adeline acceierttèd the 
movements of thc one about to go out by a push 
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tlmt was gentle only by compa.rison, and the 
arm that pens these lines bore for ma, ny a day 
in bltck and blue the mrks of tlmt gentle push. 
The door was then shut with a vehemence hot 
to be expressed otherwise tlmn by the word 
slam, and lmd it hot been for the solemn scene 
through which the majority of those who sw 
the whole of this rude conduct had just passed, 
indignant excltmutions would lmve been gen- 
eral ; «s if was, the holy influences under which 
we had been. emtbled us to eonquer nger and 
to feel only ; slight degree o[ amusement, ex- 
1)ressed by a. univers:tl smile-- ghastly one it 
ws. When the door was again opened, M. 
Niels himself acte3 the porter, and a.s the last 
person came out thc Eglish lady stepped for- 
wrd to ask him a question, but hardly had she 
said '" M. le Cure, vhen he showed by an 
abrupt gesture that he had nothing fo say to 
ber» at least hot there, and the door of Louise's 
cottge was once more closed. 
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IIEN our little p:rty vas again to- 
gether, we hastened, by a colnmon 
impulse, fo the «hurch of Bois 
d'IIaine, fo final iii file tranquillizing presence 
of the Blessed Sacrament means of arranging 
the confused ideas filling our over-wrought 
minds, and so we parted from those who had 
been our companions during the lnOSt remark- 
able experience of" our liveseach one going 
forward fo meet the Cross, whose weight, would 
be the better endured through the graces which 
the earnest contemplation of Out Lord's Pas- 
sion had procured, the more cheerfully borne 
because of the recollection .of the sufferings 
that day witnessed. For we believe that. ail 
those who are permitted by Divine Providence 
fo see Louise, are those whom affliction awaits : 
one who bas written ber lire in a strain of the 
most touching piety, left. her prescrite fo learn 
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of the sudden death of ,'t lnuch loved son; 
Fathcr Majunke, whose «tccount of Louise 
guided ()ur footstel)s to her cottage door, wheu 
]m rcIt'ued fo his ha.rive land, afler tmving vis- 
itetl Lmiso, was cast into prison, there to spend 
weeks and niouths; and vheu we regained the 
sh,u'es of Anerica., we fimud out Cross a.ll- 
[)t',,l»arel fi,r us. T]mnks fo the lovely legends 
of tlie Fr«tuciscau ()l'der, which are alwavs 
sittgiug the 1)raises of poverty in jubilant 
straius ; thanks fo a. realiziug sense of the pov- 
erty ,f the th,ly Funily, and of ifs thoroughly 
v»lunttry nature, which oue is forced to att:tin 
lu Palestine--we no longer consîdered the lack 
of riches in the liglit of anything save freedom 
ff'oto a very greut responsi]fility. Sickness and 
1):tin are fiuniliar acquaintances with the ge)er- 
ality of mol'rais, and if is comparatL'ely easy 
fo learn patient endurance with regard to them, 
]rot when we ]mve learned fo disregard these, 
God knows how fo find  cross that will be 
really  cross; for He knows out vulnerable 
places, and if is there that He tries us in order 



TtIE tIOME OF LOUISE LATEAU. 251 

to l)rove to us our weakness, and it is alwass 
wcll for us fo discover v«hcre we are feeble. 
Now, when out burdeus grow very wearisolne, 
we call fo miud all out companions of that 
hour, and we are certain that wherever they 
lmy be, uuless death has relêased them from 
c;rth, and purgatory dcli'«ered their souls all 
clêaused ff'oto the rust of sin into pa.radise, that 
they are bearing a heavy cross all the more 
courageously bêcause of Louise, and we feel 
that we are still united with theln arouud ber, 
still receiving the lessons which her presence 
imparted fo us. 
What practical instruction did we receive 
froln seeing lier? Had that question been 
asked as we lefl lier cottage, we would hot have 
known how fo reply. The knowledge obtained 
by the direct, operations of grace diflbrs in 
countless ways ff'oto that which we gain by 
 
mere menttfi eflbrt; acquired information is rtt 
first exceedingly vivid and we rejoice in its pos- 
session, but when if has been laid away in the 
storehouse of the rein(l, if loses ifs first vigor ; 
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and although we are rarely conscious of the 
progress of ifs decay, we find in the moment of 
neel that, thc knowledge on which we relied 
has ceased h 1,e availal,le. The instructions of 
grace are given fir othcrwise ; when we reeeive 
them. we are ti)r the lnost part uneonseious of 
the commmi«ation--at l»cst, thcre is nothing in 
our min,ls 1)ut a conflsed nmrnmr like the 
sigling of thc summcr wind, or like the sound 
of distant waves dashing against a roek- 
bound eoast ; but as rime rolls on, as the da)" of 
need al)l)roaehes, graec-given knowledge be- 
cornes more and more defined, and by if we are 
enabled to aeeomplish the duties presented fo us. 
Of that which we learned from Louise we 
ean now enumerate three distinct lessons; per- 
haps as the yea.rs go by others may develop 
themselves. Although we had never been 
among those who eondemn pilgriinage so freely, 
without pttusing fo refleet that the Chureh 
gives her best indulgences fo this devotion, we 
had offert been af a loss to find many argu- 
ments in fayot of this eustom. We had a vague 
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idea that it would ])e very wilful and ver 5" dis- 
obedient to quote the words of even the holiest 
of men against the advice of an infidlible 
Church, or for Catholics of all countries and 
ages to appropriatc to thcmscIvcs a counseI 
given only to one ccntury or to ont province. 
We had quictly a«çel)tcd thc fiwt that God and 
the Church wis] to reform tlw vices of this a.ge 
l)y means )f l)ilgrimage, and now at Bois 
d'Haine it seemed to please the Ahnighty to 
give us an insight into the manner by which 
pilgrimage will work t]is refin'm. By becoming 
a pilgriln you show a willingnes s to take up 
)'out eross, and an accepted pilgrima.ge, so the 
guardians of the I[oly S(.l)ulchre tell us, 
always marked by trials and contradictions 
which often continue even after the devout act 
is aecomplished. That what involves Heaven- 
sent erosses ean take away ri'oin holiness seelns 
ineredible, does if not? If we eonsider that 
selgknowledge is another graee which is the 
gift of shrines fo impart, we may diseover in 
this tiret the origin of the idea that fo visit a 
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sanctuary of renown is more liable fo retard our 
spiritual l>rogress than to advance us on the 
roa«l of Christian perfection. Often while we 
ought fo be still under the sacred influence of 
these hallowed spots, or even while we are still 
resting in their ve W shadow, we are guilty of 
faults of which we deemed ourselves incapable, 
and we thus diseover what we really are--re- 
turning home hot less holy than we left, but 
having learned that we are fitr less holy than 
we ilnagined ourselves to have been. If is use- 
less to sa.y that we ean obtain just the saine 
graees by remaining at homethat is impossi- 
ble; we nay gain others whieh will be ail-suffi- 
tient for the exigences of our souls; for those 
graees whieh fill the atmosphere of shrines may 
hot be necessary for us;. if they were God 
would give us the opportunity of obtaining 
them, and this opportulity we would be obliged 
fo embrace or else incur the penalty of the im- 
putation of having negleeted a Divine gift. 
Ought we» if we wish to obtain the full benefit 
of graees placed within our reaeh, fo speak dis- 
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paragingly of those which are beyond our l)mver 
fo acquire ? Some may sa.y tht the Chureh 
does give just the saine graees fo those who 
never visit holy 1)laces, quoting in SUl)l)ort of 
this the indulgences attaehed t) the devotion 
of the Way of the Cross, l)ut if we re('all lle 
first instituti()n ofthis 1)i()us_ etlStOlll' we will 
remember that the Church 1)est)wcd t]mse 
dulgencies in consideration of those wlm, 
ing neither means nor opportunity, havc 3-et 
an ardt?nt desire fo visit the scenes of Out 
Lord's Passion. If cannot be repeated too often 
that if. is 1))" means of fl'equent 1)ilgrimages that 
the Christians of tlis eentUl')-are to 1)e 1)urified 
ri'oto the evils which are eorrul)ting all classes, 
and here the Cathollcs of lle [nltCd braies 
eannot enroll themselves mnong ihe 
cases, for God ]las insl)ired some of IIis ser- 
vants to erect in out midst, wiihin the reach of 
a vast multitude, a sanetuary of l)ilgrimage * 
dedieated fo that devotion, which embraees all 

+¢ The pilgrimage chtlreh of ()ur Lady of lhc Sacred IIeart, at 
Notre Dame, Indiana. 
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the mysteries of religion, by commemorating 
the Love tha.t promptel the Inc,rmttion and 
the 1-cdemptiol, and by honoring the sweet in- 

fluence of Mary over this Divine Love. 
There are sinners ail around us, anti when 
we re«td tlm lires of those who have died mar- 
tyrs while c,rrying the fi,ith to pagan lands, our 
hearts begin tobe fired with a zealtns desire fo 
do smething fir the salvatitm of out neighbor, 
but hw ean we reach him ? " Oh[" we offert 
think, " if we eouhl bring but one soul fo God " 
We ean ; ech one of us eau save one soulhis 
own; and that is also a soul ereated to the 
inmge and likeness of the IIol)" Trinity, a soul 
ransomed ly the Blood of Christ; it is the oce 
whieh God most particula.rly desires that each 
one shall bring to Him. Think of that[ Is 
not that alone an inestimable privilege ? Shouhl 
we hot l,e very ea.refifl how we, even for that 
whieh we might ima.gine would bring salvation 
to a.nother, put in peril the eternal welfare of 
that precious trust ? But while we are effeet- 
ing oto" own sa.lvation, eannot, we do something 
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to assist in the rescue of others flore everlast- 
ing perdition ? Yes; eertainl 3- we can. With- 
out leaving her cottage, Louise, through ber 
suflbrings, reaehes the whole world, bringing 
down fertilizing showers of graee on hearts ren- 
dered sterile by sin; in her we sec as truc zeal 
for the conversion of Sillllers as that which filled 
the heart of St. Franeis Xavier, and we learn 
froln her that. without endeavoring to elnplo 2- 
weapons in the use of which we are hot only 
unskilled, but whieh. 1)erhal)s wouht endanger 
out own salvation, we can 1))- silnl)l.v ottbring 
up to God the trials which IIe sends us. do a 
great deal for the spMtual welfare of "others, 
without quitting that station in whieh God 
Hilnself bas place(l us. The zeal which these 
vietilns of expiation and the great, apostlês of 
the faith exhibit is ahvays characterized by 
thorough disinterestedness ; if is natural to de- 
sire the conversion of out friends, it is com- 
lnendable, but--afler ail, it is only loving out 
neighbor as ourseh'es. To desire the repentanee 
of' all sinners throughout the whole world: just 
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beeause (ù)d crea/ed /hem to serve Him. just 
t)eeause Christ redeemed them, is fo love God 
ab,)ve ail things, and out neighl)or in Him and 
fi)r lits salie. 
Can we leave l,ouise and hot çam" 3" awa 
lee 1) iq)ressim )f t]e ,lignily »f sarrow ? Do 
m)l lmr woumls semi forth a glm T that illulni- 
lnt{es ail (lin mistl)rtunes ()f li[e so (ha( we tan 
(race (he sliglnata imprinte(1 on every sl)'le 
suflbring ? And when we have thus seen these 
sacred characters adorning aiction, tan we 
ever tll inlo the 1)agan error of regarding the 
unçortunale as beings aeeursed 1)y God, and de- 
livered over fo the power of the devil? Will 
we still e(msider that wherever the Chureh is 
perseculed, it must 1)e beeause (here ifs nem- 
bers have proved recreant fo their du(y ? Will 
we hOt. learn that whenever the tillfil are 
easi into prison, m" in any way deprived 
religious lil)er(y, it is 1)eeatse god makes of 
thmn vietims of expiation (o atone for 
negleet of other Christians, will hot the trials 
of Catholie nations reeall to out minds the 
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stripes and imprisonmelt suttbred 1)y St. Paul, 
who deelared that he refised all glory save 
that. of the cross? Ever sinee the day on 
whieh the Passion of Ouv I,ord eonverted tle 
Roman gibbet., the symbol of the lowest infimy, 
into the holu)l'ed tql])ltql of salva.tion, Calvary 
bas set. ifs royal sca.l of the " " 
Çros o ovorv 
«ffiiction that l)ofitlls tho ]uman race; benoa.th 
this seal, if we examine elosely, we will find 
the stigmat:--that is, some peeuliar attributc 
of the Passion--more or less elearly defined. 
Bodily pain l)e«rs the stigmat so visibly tha.t 
all must therein aeknowledge their presenee-- 
for exanple, who ean snflr the raeking torture 
of a headaehe and not reea.ll the Crown of 
Thorns ? 
In that elass of suffering whieh acts out 
minds and our hearts we find the stignnta even 
more deeply impressed. Are we undeservedly 
the vietims of treaeherous eonduet, do out best 
fl-iends desert us in out hour of need ?--that is 
the shadow of Gethselnani ; and Gethsemani is 
but Calvary antieipated. Does a eurious eom- 
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plication of circumstanccs, or a serics of artful 
cahlnmics contrive to prescrit you in a fit]se 
light to your spiritual supcriors, so that nothing 
but a lniraclc could cnablc you to rclnove thc 
impression that has bcen produccd ; rcmcmber 
that hcre, too, you find the stigmata. Christ 
was condcmncd to bc dclivcrcd to thc author- 
ities by the priests of a hicrarchy cstablished 
by I[is own [athcr. In how many ways thc 
Church, the spousc of Christ, has rcccivcd the 
stigmata! Falsc accusations sccm to bc ber 
portion ; is it strangc that mon should date to 
cast upon her the imputation of dist.urbin, 
publie peace, publie order, when hcr Divine 
Spouse, thc Creator of peace and order, was 
aeeused of arous:ng scdition among the people ? 
When tic, by whose Almighty power Cesar 
held his dominions, was ealled a foc to Csar's 
rights? Perhaps the ride of popular opinion 
brands you without reason as a malefitctor, 
perhaps the angry multitude are elamorous fol" 
an unjust sentence to be pronouneed upon you 
do you hot hear the eeho of " Away with 
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Him! Crucify Hiln I:' As to social degrada- 
tion, there was enough of that, both on Calvary 
und all along thc wcary road that led fo it. 
The Passion was nothing but dcgradaion ff'oto 
bcginning to end ; yet Goal the Fathcr chosc it 
for thc Son aud thc Word of God lcft the 
BOSOm of the Fatlmr that ]le mig]tt add to the 
ocean of Ilis OWll unapproaclable glory by 
means of this degradation, as St. Mal'y Magda- 
len l'azzi tells us with the authority of the 
dying: "Know that the exercise of suffering 
is a thing so glorious and noble that the Word 
who round in the Bosom of tIis eternal Father 
the most abundant riches and joys of Paradise, 
bccause Ho was hot decorated with the stole of 
sufl'ering, came on carth to seek this ornament, 
and He was God who cannot be deceived." 
There are none cxcept he very holy who can 
resolve to scek humiliations, and God does hot 
require that of us, but when He offers them to 
us, we can recognize the honor of being called 
to ihe Right Hand by a path silnilar to that 
which Christ chose for Himself. Could we 
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ask for bettcr thau that which God chose for 
IIis only begotten Son? Is there a better 
way ? "He was God, who cannot be deceivcd." 
There is nothing save sin that is rcally de- 
basing, though the world may tell us differ- 
cntly. It is not to ifs maxims, howcvcr, that 
Christians should harkcn. krc you obliged to 
lcrfi»rm tasks bcyomt your strcngth, below 
your rauk? tic who as man was prince of a 
royal houseIIe for whose vcry sakc thc 
sccpire had bccn givcn to Judabore thc 
wcight of a huge cross up a long ascent, all 
the morc fatiguing because imperceptible, and 
this burdcn had been hithcrto laid on only the 
vilest of criminals. Nor must wc, in the mid.t 
of thc sufferings of Clvary, losc sight of Ottr 
Blcsscd Lady, for as Blesscd Robcrt lalatcsla 
reccivcd the Five Wounds, hot ri'oto Ouv Lord 
lIimself, but at the hand of St. Ft'anc]s of 
Assisi, so wc lnay rccci'c ff'oin her soinc of the 
stigmata of that :Passion in which shc so closc]y 
participatcd. Wllcn parcnts liagcr bcside 
what thcy fear may be the dcalhbcd of ont of 
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their children, when a mother sees her child 
enduring the torture of some frigltful malady, 
sinking beneath the ravages of uneonquerable 
disease, this is tle stigmata of lier of whom 
the Chureh speaks when she ehants 

Stabe Mater dolorosa 
Juxta crucem 

Poverty bears the stigmata almost as visibly 
as did her bridegroom, St. Francis, for she 
reigned supreme on that real Good Friday 
which accomplishcd our Ilcdemption, and who 
can covet riches ai'ter Out Lord denied tIim- 
self the right to bequealh even his garments to 
His Mother ? whcn IIe ruade Himself so poor 
that an outeast, by virtue of the manner of tIis 
dealh, fl'om the tomb of His aneestors. He 
was dependant on the bounty of another for a 
tomb. And if, although we desire fo be rc- 
signed, we solnctimes ery aloud beneath the 
load of aeeumulated afflictions, we need not be 
disheartened ; thcse exelamations only indieatc 
that sorrow is performing ifs appointed task, 
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and in this utto.r desolation of spirit we again 
find the stignata, for Christ on the Cross 
mented aloud that He was ïorsaken by all, 
cven by IIis Father. 



XI. 

AD xve hoped to find oblivion in 
sloop whell we retired fo rest the 
night of Friday, Scptcmbcr 18, 1874, 
wc would havc discovercd that out anticipa- 
tions wcre vain; Louise was as distinctly 
beforc us as shc had bccn while wc wcre 
knceling in hcr cottagc. More clear than out 
drcams, totally distinct and separate from 
thcm, her figure ncvcr lcftour minds through- 
out the hours of that night, and many days 
hud clapsed whcn this vision at last ceascd to 
bc over prcscnt. It is now three fltll ycars 
siuce wc saw Louisc, but we can at will rccall 
all thc evcnts of that scenc, and whenevcr 
her naine is mcntioned wc scem to sec hcr 
as we sw her then. 
No necd of the slightest sound to arousc us 
the ncxt morning, aud the tï-rst signs of day- 
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light round us on the highway.lcading to Bois 
d'IIaine. I[ow carnestly we wished that nei- 
ther Louise nor her sisters would notice us as 
we passed their house, for we hopcd to conceal 
oursclves bchind the pillars in tlm church, so 
that wc would hot attract the attention of any- 
one, and t]us securc a chance of' seeing Louise 
approac], t/te ]Ioly Table vhen she was not 
aware of' the presenee of' strangers, but these 
hopes were fo bc disappointed. Just as we 
drew near fo Louise's home, the door opened, 
and a little woln,'tll, dressed in black, ]mrriedly 
tying her cap strings with lmnds whose fingers 
eould hot be exeelled in nimbleness, tripped 
down the steps, ,'llld we were face to face with 
Louise lerself. No need to glance at the 
black mittens for the assura,me of the faet 
it waç; one otlmr save tle Stigmatiea. She 
was pale, hot with lhe l)allor of iekness, but 
witl the hue of one w]o dwells i,l another 
world ; many bave written of tle unredeemed 
ugliness of Louise's eountenanee at ordinary 
rimes, and tlc doetor's ilnpression had pre.- 
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pared us for just nothig but a peasant girl ; 
but as she the, appeared, her features, though 
ill-formed, wcre expressive of a certain diguity, 
and they vere a,imated by a spiritual beauty 
hot of this lire. C:,n she over rcally iudulge 
in thoughtless merriment? Was it hot an 
amiable condesccnsion that she was practicing 
when the doctor first saw ber ? Was it hot an 
example of the mamer lu which the Saints of 
God bave ol'te souglt fo screcn tire greatness 
of the heavcnly favors which they reccive by 
common-placc actions ? 
Louise looked at us for a second, and, trn- 
ing, she fled like a sIartlcd fawn in lhe direc- 
tion of the railway. We had scvcral tiincs 
been told of ber peculiar gait, and now we 
saw to full advantage low, with ber whole 
pcrsou throw, forward, she appcared rather 
borne along by wigs than by /hose quicl:- 
springing foo/steps that scemed scarcely to 
touch the ground. 
When she had ahnost reachcd the railway, 
she luet a pcasant lad, to whom she add'essed 
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some iluestions, which we did hot hear. The 
boy instantly barcd his lmad, and had an angcl 
dcsccnded from on high to grcct lim he could 
hot havc rcplied with more respect and awe. 
Passing over thc railway tracks, Lotfise dis- 
appearcd la lhc housc of tlm family employed 
in guarding thc crossig of the lighway with 
the railroad, and we nevcr saw ber again. 
Not having witnessed ber recepfion of Holy 
Communion in the Church, we final it dicult 
to believc tl,o majority of tlose vho have 
written concerning her, when lhey tell us that 
it wfls wholly unmarked by ecstasy ; and when 
we considor that all m;ie in saying that, 
although what is related of Louise is so beyond 
comprehension, there is mch that is wonder- 
fll of which we are told noIl,ing, we are in- 
clincd to think that pcrhaps lhosc who would 
really sec Louise at thc t[oly Table would find 
ber in ecstasy. Why shc cx]fibited so much 
fear at meeting us seems inexplicable ; perhaps 
it was lnerely the eflçct of the supernatural 
shame with which she is aicted. Perhaps 
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her subsequent non-appearance at Mass," or at 
least ber absence frein thc body of thc Church 
and frein thc I[oly Table might bc explained 
by informing us that the prcsencc of strangers 
in thc church was allowod by a Divine dispen- 
sation intended for the preservation of her 
humility, fo hamper her dcvotions, to restrain 
her aets of thanksgiving, and fo deprive ber oï 
the consolations of eestasy. This is but a sur. 
mise;if the readers ean tlink of anothcr solu- 
tion of this mystery they are eertainly at liberty 
to prefer it. 
That morning we were in one sense disap. 
pointed, but we did see the evidenees of 
Louise's health and strengtl in a manner 
whieh we had hOt expeeted, and we witnessed 
enough while at Bois d'IIaine tobe able to 
eeho with all onr hearts the words of one pos- 
sessing an intellect greater than any one of 
ours, who exelaimed, after visiting Maria MSr], 
"I came, I saw, andI believed." 

THE END. 



INDEX: 0R RECAPITULATION. 

Louise L:tteau was bOl'il January 30, 1850, 66 
Madc her first Commuuion ai the age of eleven years, 69 
Bcgan to earn her living as a scamstrcss at thc age of fifteen, 69 
Thc conduct of Louise during thc Cholcm bf l66shc dc- 
w,tes hcrsclf t, thc post strickcn, 71 
L(,uise, altacked in 167 by a lingcring malady, rcccivcs thc 
last Sacraments, 76 
She is curcd mi:acul, asly, but only lbra sluwt rime, 76 
Shc first cxpcricnccd pain in thc loca.lily ¢f thc 8tigmata 
thc first Friday of 18(;8, 77 
hc rcccivcd the last Sacramcnts again at thc close of II,dy 
Wcck, 1868, 78 
Shc then llu'ctold hcr rccvcry, and was, oa April 21, 1868, 
smldcnly rcstrcd t) hcalth, 79 
Thc first outward indicati,m of thc 8tigmata took placc on 
Friday, April 2 1, 1868, 88 
Thc wotmd in thc side  as thc visible ; it hea'.cd thc ncxt 
d«y, 88 
Friday, May 1st, blood issucd from thc uppcr surlhccs f ber 
tkct, as.wcll as from hcr side; shc then confidcd thc 
mattcr to M. le CurS, 88 
May 8th, thc Stigmata of thc hands added thcmsclvcs to thc 
thcrs; M. lc Cur5 adviscd her to apply to thc physi- 
clan of FayL who attcmptcd to cure hcr, . 88 
First cvidcnccs of ccstasy slmwn by Louise during thc sure- 
mer of 1867 ; nmrks of ccstasy also noticcd by hcr fl'icnds 
during I[oly Wcck, 1868, 92 
lier lirst decidcd ecstasy took place July 17, 1868, 
lier crown of thorns first appearcd Friday, Sept. 25, 1868, 98 
Aftcr this shc cc.scd to slccp, 102 
IIcr complote abstinence ff'oto ail m mrishment bcgan Ma.rch 
30, 1871, 103 
Thc wound on thc shouldcr al)pcad April 4, 1873, 107 
lier ccstasy on Friday, Scptembcr 18, 1874, 201 
I[cr hcallh on Saturday, Scptcmbcr 19, 1874, 266 
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